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1 Introduction

There is a large literature on estimating average treatment effects (ATE) under assumptions
of unconfoundedness, ignorability, or exogeneity following the seminal work by Rubin (1974,
1978) and Rosenbaum and Rubin (1983a). Researchers have developed estimators based on
regression methods (e.g., Hahn, 1998, Heckman, Ichimura and Todd, 1998), matching (e.g.,
Rosenbaum, 1989, Abadie and Imbens, 2006), and methods based on the propensity score
(e.g., Rosenbaum and Rubin, 1983a, Hirano, Imbens and Ridder, 2003). Related methods
for missing data problems are discussed in Robins, Rotnitzky and Zhao (1995) and Robins
and Rotnitzky (1995).! An important practical concern in implementing these methods is
that one needs overlap between covariate distributions in the two subpopulations, i.e., there
must be common support in the covariates across the two subpopulations. Even if there exists
overlap (common support), there may be parts of this common covariate space with limited
numbers of observations for one or the other treatment groups. Such areas of limited overlap
can lead to poor finite sample properties for many estimators of average treatment effects.
In such cases, many of these estimators can have substantial bias, large variances, as well as
considerable sensitivity to the exact specification of the treatment effect regression functions
or of the propensity score. LaLonde (1986), Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1997) and Dehejia
and Wahba (1999) discuss the empirical relevance of this overlap issue.?

One strand of the literature has focused on assessing the robustness of existing estimators
to a variety of potential problems, including limited overlap.? A second strand focuses on
developing new matching estimators of treatment effects or modifying existing ones to reduce
their sensitivity and improve their precision in the face of the overlap problem. For example,
Rubin (1977) and Lee (2005b), in situations where there is a single discrete covariate, suggest
simply discarding all units with covariate values with either no treated or no control units.
Alternatively, Cochran and Rubin (1973) suggest caliper matching where potential matches
are dropped if the within-match difference in propensity scores exceeds some threshold level.
LaLonde (1986) creates subsamples of the control group by conditioning on covariate values
lying in ranges with substantial overlap. Ho, Imai, King and Stuart (2005) propose prepro-
cessing the data by first matching units and carrying out parametric inferences using only the
matched data. Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1997), Heckman, Ichimura, Smith and Todd
(1998), and Smith and Todd (2005), who focus on estimating the average treatment effect for
the treated (ATT), discard all observations in both the treated and non-treated groups for val-
ues of the estimated propensity scores that have zero or occur infrequently. Dehejia and Wahba
(1999), who also focus on estimating the ATT, discard those non-treated group observations

!See Rosenbaum (2001), Heckman, LaLonde and Smith (1999), Wooldridge (2002), Blundell and Costa-Diaz
(2002), Imbens (2004) and Lee (2005a) for surveys of this literature.

2Dehejia and Wahba, (1999) write: “... our methods succeed for a transparent reason: They only use the
subset of the comparison group that is comparable to the treatment group, and discard the complement.”
Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1997) write “A major finding of this paper is that comparing the incomparable—
i.e., violating the common support condition for the matching variables—is a major source of evaluation bias as
conventionally measured.”

3See, for example, Rosenbaum and Rubin (1983b), Rosenbaum (2001), Imbens (2003), and Ichino, Mealli,
and Nannicini (2005).



for propensity scores that are less than the smallest value of the propensity score for those in
the treated group.

Although there are differences across these alternative strategies, they have several things
in common. First, all of them discard observations for which there is no overlap between the
treated and non-treated group based on either the propensity score or covariate distribution.
As a result, each strategy focuses, in essence, on average treatment effect estimands that are
defined for subsets of the sample observations and, thus, differ from either the typical ATE or
ATT which are defined over the full (population) covariate distributon. Second, each of these
strategies is somewhat arbitrary, i.e., the strategies used to discard or reweight observations in
forming new estimators are based on criteria with unknown properties.

In this paper, we propose a systematic approach to dealing with samples with limited overlap
in the covariates that have optimality properties with respect to the precision of estimating
treatment effects, and which are straightforward to implement in practice. As with the previous
methods, our approaches also are based on characterizing different estimands relative to the
traditional ATE or ATT. We return below to the implications of and some justifications for
this latter feature of our approach.

We consider the following two strategies. In the first, we focus on average treatment effects
within a selected subpopulation defined in terms of covariate values. Inevitably, conditioning
on a subpopulation based on any selection criterion reduces the effective sample size, which, all
else the same, increases the variance of the estimated average treatment effect. However, if the
subpopulation is chosen appropriately, it may be possible to estimate the average treatment
within this subpopulation more precisely than the average effect for the entire population despite
the smaller sample size. As we establish below, this tradeoff is, in general, well-defined and,
under some conditions, leads to discarding units with propensity scores outside an interval
[, 1 — a], where the optimal cutoff value of « is solely determined by the distribution of the
propensity score. Our approach is consistent with the practice noted above of researchers
dropping units with extreme values of the propensity score, with two important distinctions.
First, the role of the propensity score in our procedure is not imposed from the outset; rather,
it emerges as a consequence of the criterion of variance minimization. Second, we have a
systematic way of choosing the cutoff point, a. We refer to the resulting estimand as the
Optimal Subpopulation Average Treatment Effect (OSATE). We note that the determination
of the subset of observations that characterize a particular OSATE is based solely on the joint
distribution of covariates and the treatment indicator and not on the outcome data. As a result,
we avoid introducing deliberate bias with respect to the treatment effects being analyzed.

In the second strategy, we formulate weighted average treatment effects, where the weights
depend only on covariates. Note that the OSATE can be viewed as a special case of these
weighted treatment effects, where the weight function is restricted to be an indicator function.
Within a broad class, we characterize the weight function that leads to the most precisely
estimated average treatment effect. We note that this class of estimands includes the average
treatment effect for the treated, where the weight function is proportional to the propensity
score. Under the same conditions as before, the optimal weight function turns out to be a
function of the propensity score; in fact, it is proportional to the product of the propensity
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score and one minus the propensity score. We refer to this as the Optimally Weighted Average
Treatment Effect (OWATE).

Although both strategies we consider are similiar to the more informal ones noted above, it
is still the case that both are somewhat uncommon in econometric analyses, precisely because
they entail focusing on estimands that depend on sample data.? Typically, econometric analyses
of treatment effects focus on estimands that are defined a priori for populations of interest,
as is the case with the population average treatment effect or the average treatment effect for
the treated subpopulation. In these cases, estimates are produced that turn out to be more or
less precise, depending on the actual sample data. In contrast, we focus on average effects for
a statistically defined (weighted) subpopulation.® This change of focus is not motivated, per
se, by an intrinsic interest in the subpopulation for which we ultimately estimate the average
causal effect. Rather, it acknowledges and addresses the difficulties in making inferences about
the population of primary interest.

In our view this approach has several justifications. First, our approach of achieving preci-
sion in the estimation of treatment effects has analogues in the statistics literature. In particular,
it is similar to the traditional motivation for medians rather than means as more precise mea-
sures of central tendency. In particular, by changing the sample from one that was potentially
representative of the population of interest, we can gain greater internal validity, although, in
doing so, we may sacrifice some of the external validity of the resulting estimates.® Further-
more, our proposed approach of placing greater stress on internal versus external validity is
similar to that found in the design of randomized experiments which are often carried out on
populations unrepresentative of the population of interest in order to improve the precision of
the inferences to be drawn. More generally, the relative primacy of internal validity over ex-
ternal validity is advocated in many discussions of causal inference (see, for example, Shadish,
Cook, and Campbell, 2002).

Second, our approach may be well-suited to situations where the primary interest is to de-
termine whether a treatment may harm or benefit at least some group in a broader population.
For example, one may be interested whether there is any evidence that a particular drug could
harm or have side effects for some group of patients in a well-defined population. In this con-
text, obtaining greater precision in the estimation of a treatment effect, even if it is not for the
entire population, is warranted. We note that the subpopulation for which these estimands are
valid are defined in terms of the observed covariate values so that one can determine, for each
individual, whether they are in the relevant subpopulation or not.

Third, our approach can provide useful, albeit auxiliary, information when making inferences
about the treatment effects for fixed populations. Thus, instead of only reporting the potentially
imprecise estimate for the population average treatment effect, one can also report the estimates

4We note that the local average treatment effect introduced by Imbens and Angrist (1994) represents another
example in which a new estimand is introduced—one in which the average effect of the treatment is defined for
the subpopulation of compliers—to deal with a phenomenon quite similar to limited overlap.

®This is also true for the method proposed by Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1998).

6A separate issue is that in practice in many cases even the original sample is not representative of the
population of interest. For example, we are often interested in policies that would extend small pilot versions of
job training programs to different locations and times.
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for the subpopulations where we can make more precise inferences.

Fourth, focusing on estimands that discard or reweight observations from the treated and
non-treated group subsamples in order to improve precision tends to produce more balance in
the distribution of the covariates across these groups. As has been noted elsewhere (Rosenbaum
and Rubin, 1984; Heckman, Ichimura and Todd, 1998, among others), increasing the balance
in the covariate distributions tends to reduce the sensitivity of treatment effect estimates to
changes in the specification. In the extreme case, where the selected sample is completely
balanced in covariates in the two treatment arms, one can simply use the average difference in
outcomes between treated and control units.

At the same time, our focus on strategies for improving the precision of treatment effect
estimators in the face of limited overlap has its limitations. For example, one might seek to
devise strategies to deal with limited overlap of the covariate distributions that balance the
representativeness of that distributon with precision. While exploring how to achieve such
objectives is desirable, we see the results in this paper as an important first step in formulating
strategies to deal with the problem of limited overlap that have well-defined properties and that
can be implemented on real data.

Finally, it is important to note that the properties we derive below concerning the precision
associated with both the OSATE and OWATE estimands are not tied to a specific estimator.
Rather, we focus on differences in the efficiency bounds for different subpopulations. As a con-
sequence, a range of efficient estimators—including the ones proposed by Hahn (1998), Hirano,
Imbens and Ridder (2003), Imbens, Newey and Ridder (2006), and Robins, and Rotnitzky
and Zhao (1995)—can potentially be used to estimate these estimands, especially the OWATE.
However, as we make clear below, these standard estimators are not readily applicable to the
estimation of the OSATE, due to the complications that arise from having to estimate the
optimal subsets of the covariate distribution for this estimand. Accordingly, we develop a new
estimator that deals with this case and derive its large sample properties.

We illustrate these methods using data from the non-experimental part of a data set on labor
market programs previously used by LaLonde (1986), Heckman and Hotz (1989), Dehejia and
Wahba (1999), Smith and Todd (2005) and others. In this data set the overlap issue is a well
known problem, with the control and treatment group far apart on some of the most important
covariates including lagged values for the outcome of interest, yearly earnings. Here our OSATE
method suggests dropping 2363 out of 2675 observations (leaving only 312 observations, or just
12% of the original sample) in order to minimize the variance. Calculations suggest that this
lowers the variance by a factor 1/160, 000, reflecting the fact that most of the controls are very
different from the treated and that it is essentially impossible to estimate the population average
treatment effect. More relevant, given the fact that most of the researchers analyzing this data
set have focused on the average effect for the treated, is that the variance for the optimal
subsample is only 40% of that for the propensity score weighted sample (which estimates the
effect on the treated).

The remainder of the paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present a simple example
in which there is a single and scalar covariate used in the estimation of the average treatment
effect. This example allows us to illustrate how the precision of the estimates varies with
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changes in the estimand. Section 3 develops the general setup we use throughout the paper.
Section 4 reviews the previous approaches to dealing with limited overlap when estimating
treatment effects. In Section 5, we develop new estimands and discuss their precision gains.
We also show that for a wide class of distributions the optimal set is well approximated by the
set of observations with propensity scores in the interval [0.1,0.9]. In Section 6, we discuss the
properties of estimators for the OSATE and OWATE estimands. In Section 7, we present the
application to the LaLonde data. Section 8 concludes.

2 A Simple Example

To set the stage for the issues to be discussed in this paper, consider the following simplified
treatment effect example in which the covariate of interest, X, is a scalar taking on one of two
values. In particular, suppose that X = f (female) or X = m (male), so that the covariate
space is X = {f,m}. For x = f, m, let N, be the sample size for the subsample with X = z,
and let N = Ny + Ny, be the total sample size. Let W € {0,1} denote the indicator for the
treatment. Also, let p = E[W] be the population share of treated individuals, where p = N,,,/N
is the share of men in the sample. We denote the average treatment effect, conditional on
X =z, as 7,. Let N, be the number of observations with covariate X; = x and treatment
indicator W; = w. It follows that e, = N,1/N, is the propensity score for z = f, m. Finally,
let Py = Zf\il Y- 1{X; =2, W; = w} /N,y be the average within each of the four subsamples.
We assume that the distribution of the outcomes is homoskedastic, i.e., the variance of Y (w)
given X; =z is 02 for all x = f,m and w = 0, 1.

At the outset, consider the following two average treatment effects that differ in some-
what subtle ways. In particular, consider the average effect that is averaged over the sample
distribution of the covariates,

s =D Tm + (1 —D) “Tf
versus the average treatment effect for the full population,
TP =D Tm + (1 —p)- 77

where 7, = Ely,1 — yz0], © = f,m. It is immediately obvious that for either 7¢ and 7p the

natural estimator is
7A'X :ﬁ"f_m‘i‘(l—ﬁ) '7A'f.

However, as we develop below, which estimand is the object of interest makes a difference in
terms of the variance for this esimtator and this fact plays a crucial role in the results derived
in this paper.

To make things very simple, suppose that subjects are randomly assigned to one of the treat-
ment statuses, W; = 0 or 1, conditional on X. In this case, the natural, unbiased, estimators
for the average treatment effects for each of the two subpopulations are

Tr = Yr1 — Jro, and T = Ym1 — Ymos

[5]



with variances (conditional on the covariates)

) ) 1 1 o’ 1
V(#y) =E[(7y — )% = 0* - (Nfo + Nf1> TN-(1-p) ef-(1—ep)

and

. . 1 1 o’ 1
V(Tm):EKTm_Tm)Q]:Uz(N 0N 1> "N em (I—em)

respectively. The estimator for the sample average treatment effect, 7g, is
7A'X :ﬁ"f_m‘i‘(l—ﬁ) '7A'f.

Because the two estimates, 7y and 7,,, are independent, it follows that the variance of this

estimator is

Vs(fx) = El(7x — 78)°] = 5° - V(7m) + (1 = p)* - V(7y)

N %2 ' <€m : (f— em) | er '1(1_—]§ef)> '

It follows that the asymptotic variance of v N(7x — Tg) converges to

AV(\/N(%X—TS)>ZU2-< P Pl Q:ﬁ@[#].

em-(1—em) er-(1—ey 1—ex)

Note, however, that the asymptotic variance of vV N(7x — 7p) converges to

. p 1-p 2 2
AV(\/NTx—TP>:02'< + >—|—p-7‘ —7p)"+(1—p)-(7f—7pP
1
ex - (1—ex)
where the extra term in this second variance arises because of the difference between the average
treatment effect conditional on the sample distribution of X and the one for the full population.

:02-E[ ]+E[(¢X—¢p)2].

The first formal result of the paper concerns the comparison of Vg(7), V(7¢), and V(7,,)
according to a variance minimization criterion. In particular, the optimal subset A* C X that

minimizes

Vmin = min(VS(%X)v V(%f)v V(%m)) = V(%A* ) .

is given by
. em(l—em) 1-p
{f} lf - efg_ef)) S fgv
* _ i Llop em(1—em 14p
A*=<¢ X if p = 6f((11—6f)) <55 (2.1)
i 145 emll—em
{m} if ZE< TR

Note that which estimator has the smallest variances crucially depends on the ratio of the
product of the propensity score and one minus the propensity score, e, (1 — e,,)/(ef(1 —ey)).
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If the propensity score for women is close to zero or one, we cannot estimate the average
treatment effect for women precisely. In that case the ratio e,,(1—ep,)/(ef(1—ef)) will be high
and we may be able to estimate the average treatment effect for men more accurately than the
average effect for the sample as a whole, even though we may well lose a substantial number
of observations by discarding women. Similarly, if the propensity score for men is close to zero
or one, the ratio e, (1 —e,,)/(ef(1 —ey)) is close to zero, and we may be able to estimate the
average treatment effect for the women more accurately than for the sample as a whole. If the
ratio is close to one, we can estimate the average treatment effect for the population as a whole
more accurately than for either of the two subpopulations. Put differently, based on the data,
and more specifically the distribution of (X, W), one might prefer to estimate 7; (or 7,,,), rather
than the overall average 7, if, a priori, it is clear that 7 cannot be estimated precisely, and 7
(or 7,,) can be estimated with accuracy. In this case there is a second obvious advantage of
focusing on subpopulation average treatment effects. Within the two subpopulations, we can
estimate the within-subpopulation average treatment effect without bias by simply differencing
average treatment and control outcomes. As a result, our results are not sensitive to the choice
of estimator for the within-subpopulation treatment effects. This need not be the case for
the population as a whole, where there is potentially substantial bias from simply differencing
average outcomes.

Note that we did not define A* so as to minimize (AV (VN (7 — 7p))/N,V(71), V(m)).
While doing so is, in principle, possible, it has two drawbacks, given our desire to determine the
estimator which has the smallest variance and that is implementable in practice. First, using
min(AV (VN (#X — 7p)) /N, V(#¢), V(#,)) as the criteria for estimator selection would require
one to evaluate E[(Tx — 7p)?], which would necessarily be difficult to do. Second, this criterion
depends on the value of the treatment effect, and, as such, would require analyzing outcome
data, Y, before selecting the sample. This would open the door to introducing deliberate biases
of the sort avoided by a selection criterion that depends solely on the treatment and covariate
data.

A second issue concerns knowledge of A*. In an actual data set, one typically does not
know A* and it would have to be estimated, using estimated values for the propensity score
and the covariate distribution. Call this estimate A. In cases with continuous covariates, the
uncertainty stemming from the difference between A and A* is not neglible. As a result, in our
discussion of statistical inference below, we focus on the distribution of v N (74 — T4), rather
than at the distribution of v/ N (74 — 7a~). That is, we focus on the deviation of the estimated
average effect relative to the average effect in the selected subsample, not relative to the average
effect in the subset that would be optimal in the population. To be clear, focusing on 7; rather
than 75+ has consequences. For example, suppose that our estimate is A= {m}, so that we
estimate the average treatment effect using only data for the male subpopulation. It may well
be that, in fact, A* = X so that the average treatment effect should be estimated over the
population of men and women. Nevertheless, we focus on the distribution of 74 — 73 = T — Tin,
rather than on the asymptotic distribution of 73 — 74+ = 73 — 73 + (73 — 7a+). Given that Ais
known, and A* is not, the estimates would seem more interpretable that way.

The second result of the paper takes account of the fact that one need not limit the choice of
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average treatment effects to the three discussed so far. In particular, one may wish to consider
a weighted average treatment effect of the form

™N=A T+ (1 =) -1y,

for fixed A. It follows that 7) can be estimated by
72)\:/\'72m—|—(1—/\)'72f,

where the variance for this weighted average treatment effect is given by
V(7)) = A2 V(%) + (1= A)?- V(Fy)

2 1 2 1
A T (122 o '
N-p en-(1—em) N-(1-=p) ef-(1—ey)
It follows that the variance of this estimator is minimized by choosing A to be

N o 1/V(7) _ Dem-(1—ep)
V() +1/V(7r)  (1—=p)-ef-(I—ef)+p-em-(1—em)

= \?

(2.2)

with the minimum value for the variance equal to

O'2 1
N N (e Rt (e R e )

The ratio of the variance for the population average to the variance for the optimally weighted

average treatment effect is

1
ex - (1—ex)

| Blex (1= ex)] = E | 7| - EVOVIXOL 23

Vo) Virn) — E| VOV

By Jensen’s inequality this is greater than one if V(W|X) varies with X.

So what are some of the implications of focusing on a criterion of variance minimization for
selecting among alternative treatment effect estimators derived from this simplified example?
Suppose one is interested in the sample average treatment effect, 7g. One may find that the
efficient estimator for this average effect is likely to be imprecise, even before looking at the
outcome data. This would be consistent with two states of the world that correspond to very
different sets of information about treatment effects. In one state, the average effect for both
of the subpopulations are imprecisely estimable, and, in effect, one cannot say much about the
effect of the treatment at all. In the other state of the world it is still possible to learn something
about the effect of the treatment because one of the subpopulation average treatment effects
can be estimated precisely. In that case, which corresponds to the propensity score for one of
the two subpopulations being close to zero or one, it may be useful to report also the estimator
for the precisely estimable average treatment effect to convey the information the data contain
about the effect of the treatment. It is important to stress that the message of the paper is not
that one should report only 7, or 77 in place of 7. Rather, in cases where 7,,, or 7 are precisely
estimable and 7 is not, we propose one should report both.
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In the remainder of the paper, we generalize the above analysis to the case with a vector
of potentially continuously distributed covariates. We study the existence and characterization
of a partition of the covariates space X into two subsets, A* and X/A*. For A* the average
treatment effect is at least as accurately estimable as that for any other subset of the covariate
space. This leads to a generalization of (2.1). Under a certain set of assumptions, this problem
has a well-defined solution and, under homoskedasticity, these subpopulations have a very
simple characterization, namely the set of covariates such that the propensity score is in the
closed interval [o,1 — a], or A* = {z € X|a < e(x) < 1 — a}. The optimal value of the
boundary point, «, is determined by the distribution of the propensity score and its calculation
is straightforward. Compared to the binary covariate case just considered, it will be difficult to
argue in the general setting that this subpopulation is of intrinsic or substantive interest. We
will not attempt to do so. Instead, we view it as an interesting average treatment effect because
of its statistical properties and, in particular, as a convenient summary measure of the full
distribution of conditional treatment effects 7(x). In addition, we characterize the optimally
weighted average treatment effect and its variance, the generalization of (2.2) and (2.3).

3 Setup

The framework we use is standard in this literature.” We have a random sample of size N
from a large population. For each unit ¢ in the sample, let W; indicate whether the treatment
of interest was received, with W; = 1 if unit ¢ receives the treatment of interest, and W; = 0
if unit 7 receives the control treatment. Using the potential outcome notation popularized by
Rubin (1974), let Y;(0) denote the outcome for unit ¢ under control and Y;(1) the outcome
under treatment. We observe W; and Y;, where

Y, =Yi(Wi) =W; - Yi(1) + (1 - W) - Y5(0).

In addition, we observe a vector of pre-treatment variables, or covariates, denoted by X;.
Define the two conditional mean functions, pu,(z) = E[Y(w)|X = z], the two conditional
variance functions, o2 (x) = Var(Y (w)|X = x), the conditional average treatment effect 7(z) =
E[Y(1) —=Y(0)|X = z] = p1(x) — po(z), and the propensity score, the probability of selection
into the treatment, e(z) = Pr(W = 1|X = z) = E[W|X = z].

Initially, we focus on two average treatment effects. The first is the (super-)population
average treatment effect

70 = E[Y(1) - Y(0)]. (3.4)

We also consider the sample average treatment effect

1 N
T =5 D T(X0), (3.5)
=1

"For example, see Rosenbaum and Rubin (1983a), Hahn (1998), Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1998), and
Hirano, Imbens and Ridder (2003).
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where we condition on the observed set of covariates. The reason for focusing on the second one
is twofold. First, it is analogous to the conditioning on covariates commonly used in regression
analysis. Second, it can be estimated more precisely if there is variation in the treatment effect
by covariates.

To solve the identification problem, we maintain throughout the paper the unconfoundedness
assumption (Rubin, 1978; Rosenbaum and Rubin, 1983a), which asserts that conditional on the
pre-treatment variables, the treatment indicator is independent of the potential outcomes:

Assumption 3.1 (UNCONFOUNDEDNESS)

W oL (Y(0),Y(1) | X. (3.6)

This assumption is widely used in this literature. See discussions in Hahn (1998), Heckman,
Ichimura, and Todd (1998), Hirano, Imbens, and Ridder (2003), Lechner (2002a), and others.
In addition, we assume there is overlap in the covariate distributions:

Assumption 3.2 (OVERLAP) For some ¢ > 0, and all x € X, where X is the support of X,

c<e(x)<l-c

In addition, one often needs smoothness conditions on the two regression functions pu,,(z) and
the propensity score e(x) for estimation. We make those assumptions explicit in Section 6.

4 Previous Approaches to Dealing with Limited Overlap

In empirical applications, there is often concern about the overlap assumption (e.g., Dehejia and
Wahba, 1999; Heckman, Ichimura, and Todd, 1997). As noted in the Introduction, researchers
have sometimes trimmed their sample by excluding observations with propensity scores close
to zero or one in order to ensure that there is sufficient overlap. Cochran and Rubin (1973)
suggest using caliper matching where units whose match quality is too low according to the
distance in terms of the propensity score are left unmatched.

Dehejia and Wahba (1999) focus on the average effect for the treated. They suggest dropping
all control units with an estimated propensity score lower than the smallest value for the
estimated propensity score among the treated units. Formally, they first estimate the propensity
score. Let the estimated propensity score for unit i be é(X;). Then let e; be the minimum of
the é(X;) among treated units. Dehejia and Wahba drop all control units such that é(X;) < e;.

Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1997), Heckman, Ichimura, Smith and Todd (1998) and
Smith and Todd (2005) also focus on the average effect for the treated. They propose discarding
units with covariate values at which the estimated density is below some threshold. The precise
method is as follows.® First, they estimate the propensity score é(z). Next, they estimate

8See Heckman, Ichimura and Todd (1997) and Smith and Todd (2005) for details, and Smith and Todd (2005)
and Ham, Li and Reagan (2006) for applications of this method.
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the density of the estimated propensity score in both treatment arms. Let fw(e) denote the
estimator, fw(e) = ﬁ Z“Wi:w K (% , with bandwidth h.? First, Heckman, Ichimura
and Todd discard observations with fo(é(X;)) or fi(é(X;)) exactly equal to zero leaving J
observations.!® Next, they fix a quantile ¢ (Smith and Todd use ¢ = 0.02). Using the J
observations with positive densities, they rank the 2.J values of fo(é(X;)) and f1(é(X;)). They
then drop units i with fy(é(X;)) or f1(é(X;)) less than or equal to ¢4, where ¢, is the largest

estimated density of the estimated propensit§ score. The specific estimator they use is a kernel

real number such that
J
% > (HAo@(X) < e} +1{AEX)) < }) <a
i=1

Ho, Imai, King and Stuart (2005) propose combining any specific parametric procedure
that the researcher may wish to employ with a nonparametric first stage. In this first stage, all
treated units are matched to the closest control unit. Only the treated units and their matches
are then used in the second stage. The first stage leads to a data set that is more balanced in
terms of covariate distributions between treated and control. It thus reduces sensitivity of the
parametric model to specific modelling decisions such as the inclusion of covariates or functional
form assumptions.

All these methods tend to make the estimators more robust to specification decisions. How-
ever, few formal results are available on the properties of these procedures. They typically also
depend on arbitrarily selected values for the “trimming” parameters.

5 Alternative Estimands

This section contains the main results of the paper. First, in Subsection 5.1, we review some
results on efficiency bounds and present one new result. These efficiency bounds are used to
motivate the estimands that we propose in the remainder of this section. In Subsection 5.2, we
discuss the choice of criteria for selecting estimands that have optimal properties with respect
to the estimation of average treatment effects. In Subsection 5.3, we derive the optimal subset
of covariates over which to define the estimand, and in Subsection 5.4 we derive the optimal
weights. Finally we provide some numerical calculations based on the Beta distribution.

5.1 Efficiency Bounds

In this subsection, we discuss some results on efficiency bounds for average treatment effects
that will be used to motivate the estimands proposed in this paper. In addition, we present a
new result on efficiency bounds.

Various bounds have been derived in the literature.!’ Hahn (1998) derived the semipara-
metric efficiency bound for 7p = E[Y' (1) — Y(0)] under unconfoundedness and overlap (and

°In their application Smith and Todd (2005) use Silverman’s rule of thumb to choose the bandwidth.

19Observations with the estimated density exactly equal to zero may exist when the kernel has finite support.
For example, Smith and Todd (2005) use a quadratic kernel with K (u) = (u? —1)? for |u| < 1 and zero elsewhere.

1See Hahn (1998), Robins, Rotznitzky and Zhao (1995), Robins, Mark, and Newey (1992), and Hirano, Imbens
and Ridder (2003).
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some regularity conditions).!? The efficiency bound for 7p is

Voff —F |:0%(X) Ug(X) (T(X) _ TP)2 .

e(X) | 1-e(X)

A generalization of 7p to the case of the weighted average treatment effect given by
rpo =E[r / E [w

with the weight function w : X — R known, is considered in Hirano, Imbens and Ridder (2003),
where they establish that the efficiency bound for 7p,, is

2 2

off _ 1 Flw(x)2. oi(X) o5 (X) , o )2
Vi = g B[00 (Fay + 12y + 00— 7

Hirano, Imbens and Ridder (2003) propose the efficient estimator,

= et (Y - L) /5y

for 7p,,. The influence function for this estimator is

¢P,w(y,w,$):ﬂ. (ww_(l_w)w

so that
1 N
7A_w = TPw + N 2;¢P,w(na Wia Xz) + Op (N_1/2> .
1=

Note that 7,, also can be interpreted as an estimator of the weighted sample average treatment
effect,

N N
Tow = _T(Xi) - w(Xy) / > w(Xy). (5.8)
i=1 =
As an estimator for 7g,,, 7., satisfies
ot a e (R X
VN =) o (0 gt Bl (G5 1 200)]) - 69

Comparing the efficiency bound for 7p,, in (5.7) with the asymptotic variance in (5.9), it follows

that we can estimate 7g,, more accurately than 7p,, so long as there is variation (with X) in
the treatment effect 7(z).

Next we consider the case where the weights depend on the propensity score: w(z) = A(e(x)),
with A : [0,1] — R known and the propensity score is unknown. (If the propensity score is
known, this is a special case of the previous result.) If the propensity score is unknown, the
efficiency bound changes. We establish what it is in the following theorem:

12See also Robins, Rotznitzky and Zhao (1995) for a related result in a missing data setting.
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Theorem 5.1 (WEIGHTED AVERAGE TREATMENT EFFECTS WITH WEIGHTS DEPENDING ON
THE PROPENSITY SCORE) Suppose Assumptions 3.1 and 3.2 hold, and suppose that the weights
are a function of the propensity score: w(x) = A(e(x)) with A\(e) known and e(zx) unknown.
Then the semiparametric efficiency bound for Tpy is

o? i
i = gpsrme [ (3 T+ )

1 o 2 )
+W.E[e(X)(1_e(X))- [&/\(e(X))] (T(X) —7p)) ] (5.10)

Proof: See Appendix.

The difference between the known weight function case (5.7) and the case with the weight
function depending on the unknown propensity score established in Theorem 5.1 is the last term
in (5.10). The fact that this term depends on the derivative of the weight function with respect
to the propensity score will give rise to problems in formulating an implementable estimator.
We address this issue in Section 6 below.

5.2 A Criterion for Choosing the Estimand

We now consider the problem of selecting the estimand that minimize the asymptotic variance
in (5.9). Formally, we choose an estimand 7g,, by choosing the weight function w(x) that
minimizes:

ot(X) , _o3(X) >] (5.11)

. Elu*x)-
meoor B 10 (T it
Under the assumption that the distribution of Y is homoskedastic, the criterion is slightly
modified and one minimizes
1 1 1
CElw?(X) - . 5.12
meoor 2100 (g + ) 042

However, before implementing this approach, we offer several comments in support of using

these variance-minimization criteria.

As we have discussed, one of the consequences of limited overlap in the covariate distribu-
tions is the imprecision with which average treatment effects are estimated. Suppose, for now,
that the propensity score is known. In that case, no matter how unbalanced the sample is, there
is an estimator that is exactly unbiased as long as the propensity score is strictly between zero
and one. However, if the sample is severely imbalanced, the efficiency bound—and, in this case,
the exact variance of the associated estimator—will be large. Because of this imprecision, it is
desirable to try to modify the estimator to improve its precision. One possibility is to utilize
a mean-squared-error type criterion for this modification. Unfortunately, implementing such a
criterion would be very difficult in practice, as the biases of alternative estimators would be
difficult to estimate. This is because these biases will depend on the entire function 7(z), which
is likely to be difficult to estimate for some values of z. More generally, alternative estimators
for 7p will tend to suffer from this same problem.
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To get around this problem, we focus on alternative estimands to 7p. In doing so, the
two questions naturally arise: What is the class of estimands and what is the criterion for
choosing an estimand within that class? A natural class of estimands would seem to be 7p,, =
E[w(X)-7(X)]/E[w(X)] and to use a criterion of the asymptotic variance of associated estimators
in order to reduce the imprecision associated with limited overap. We do not pursue this class of
estimands because evaluating the asymptotic variance of estimators for such estimands requires
estimation of 7(x) over the entire support to deal with the term E[w?(X) - (1(X) — 7p,)?] in
the expression of the asymptotic variance in (5.7), making it difficult to implement in practice.
Furthermore, the resulting variance-minimization criterion associated with this estimand would
depend on values of the treatment effect, introducing the potential bias discussed in Section 2.

For these two reasons, we limit ourselves to the class of estimands given by 75, = >, w(X;)-
7(X;)/ >, w(X;) for different w(-). We note, however, that this is not the only possible ap-
proach. There may be alternative classes of estimands or alternative criteria that would lead to
effective solutions. The key, however, is to use a systematic approach characterized by a class
of estimands and a formal criterion for choosing an estimand within that class that are easy to
implement.

5.3 The Optimal Subpopulation Average Treatment Effect

In this section, we characterize the Optimal Subpopulation Averate Treatment Effect (OSATE).
We do so by restricting attention to weight functions that are indicator functions: w(x) =
1{x € A}, where A is some closed subset of the covariate space X. For a given set, A, we define
corresponding population and sample average treatment effects 7p 4 and 754 as

1
Tpa = E[7(X)|X € A], and Tga = 7 Z 7(X3),
Z'|Xi€A

respectively, where Ny = Zf\il 1{X; € A} is the number of observations with covariate values
in the set A. Let ¢(A) = Pr(X € A) = E[1{X € A}]. With this class of weight functions, the
criterion given in (5.11) can be written as

1 of(X) | op(X)

@ e TToex

)IX S A] : (5.13)

We look for an optimal A, denoted by A*, that minimizes the asymptotic variance (5.13) among
all closed subsets A.

As noted in the Introduction, focusing on estimands that discard observations to reduce the
variance of average treatment effect estimators has two opposing effects. First, by excluding
units with covariate values outside the set A, one reduces the effective sample size from N to
N - q(A). This will increase the asymptotic variance by a factor 1/q(A). Second, by discarding
units with high values for o3(X)/e(X) +03(X)/(1 —e(X))—that is, units with covariate values
x such that it is difficult to estimate the average treatment effect 7(z)—one can lower the
conditional expectation E[o?(X)/e(X) + 03(X)/(1 — e(X))|X € A]. Optimally choosing A
involves balancing these two effects.
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The following theorem gives the formal result for the optimal A* that minimizes the asymp-
totic variance. Define k(x) = 0% (x)/e(x) + o3(z)/(1 — e(x)).

Theorem 5.2 (OPTIMAL OVERLAP FOR THE AVERAGE TREATMENT EFFECT)

Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 hold. Let f < fx(x) < f, and o2 (x) < o2 for w = 0,1 and all
x € X. We consider 7(A) where A is a closed subset of X. Then the Optimal Subpopulation
Average Treatment Effect (OSATE) is Ts p+, where, if supgex k(x) < 2-E[k(X)], then A* =X
and otherwise,

A*:{mex‘k(az)ém},

where a is a solution to

1

oY :2-E[l<:(X) Ik(X) < ;]

a-(1-a)
Proof: See Appendix.
The result in this theorem simplifies in an interesting way under homoskedasticity.

Corollary 5.1 OPTIMAL OVERLAP FOR THE AVERAGE TREATMENT EFFECT UNDER HoO-
MOSKEDASTICITY Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 hold. Let f < fx(z) < f. Suppose that
02(z) = 0% for all w € {0,1} and x € X. Then the OSATE under homoskedasticity is Ts s+,

w

where,
y={reXla<e(x)<1l—-a}.
I
1 1
@ 1 —e@) " L(X) - e<X>>] /

then oo = 0. Otherwise a is a solution to

_
a-(1-a)

1
e(X) - (1 —e(X))

1 < 1
e(X)-(1—e(X)) ~ a-(1—-a)

ZQ.E[

In Section 6, we focus on an estimator for the optimal estimand based on choosing weight
functions that minimizes the criterion in (5.12) which corresponds to the case where the Y
distribution is homoskedastic rather than using the criterion in (5.11). We use this criterion,
even though we do not presume that the true distribution of Y is homoskedastic and, in fact,
derive the asymptotic properties of this estimator under heteroskedasticity. We use the het-
eroskedastic criterion in (5.12) for three distinct reasons. The first—a principled reason—is that
estimators of A}; do not require using outcome data. The entire analysis of selecting the sample
can be carried out without using the outcome data, thus avoiding any deliberate bias that may
result from selecting the sample based on outcome data. The second—a practical reason—is
that the entire analysis is motivated by the difficulty of estimating 7(z) for covariates in some
subset of the covariate space. For those values, it is even less likely that one can estimate the
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conditional variances o2 (x) accurately, and, hence, methods that rely on nonparametrically

estimating these conditional variances are unlikely to be effective using sample sizes found in
practice. Note that the imbalance that precludes accurate estimation of 7(z) and o2 (z) does
not necessarily preclude accurate estimation of the propensity score e(z). In fact, when it is
impossible to estimate 7(x) because there are no treated or no control units for a particular
value of X, it need not be difficult at all to estimate the propensity score accurately. The third
reason is that it is rare in applications to find differences of conditional variances that vary by an
order of magnitude. In contrast, it is common to find considerable variation in the propensity
score so that the dependence of the optimal region on the conditional variances is likely to be
less important. For these reasons, we focus on A%, optimal sets based under homoskedasticity,
even though all of the estimation used in making inferences will not maintain this assumption.

The final result in this section concerns the case where we are interested only in the average
treatment effect for the treated. In this case, it makes sense to limit the estimand to the average
over the subpopulation of the treated with sufficient overlap. Formally, we are interested in the
set A that minimizes

1
E[e(X) 1{X € A}

We only present the result under homoskedasticity.

20wy (ai(X) | a3(X)
E E[e (X) 1{X € A} (e(X) +1_6(X)>]. (5.14)

Theorem 5.3 OPTIMAL OVERLAP FOR THE AVERAGE EFFECT FOR THE TREATED UNDER
HOMOSKEDASTICITY Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 hold. Let f < fx(x) < f. Then the set A}
that minimizes
1 1 1
‘Ele?(X) - 1{X € A}- .
sreaieaE Bl e s (g )|
is equal to Af = {x € X|e(x) < oy}, where oy = 1 if
1
<2-E|———|W=1
<28 || v =1).

and oy is a solution to

1
1—Oét

sup
zeX 1- e(:E)

ﬁm‘wz 1, e(X) Sat] ,

:2.1@[

otherwise.

Proof: See Appendix.

5.4 The Optimally Weighted Average Treatment Effect

In this section, we consider weighted average treatment effects of the form

N N
TSw = Zw(Xi) . T(XZ)/Z w(X;),
i=1 i=1

without requiring w(x) to be an indicator function. The following theorem gives the most
precisely estimable weighted average treatment effect.
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Theorem 5.4 (OPTIMALLY WEIGHTED AVERAGE TREATMENT EFFECT)
Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 hold. Let f < fx(x) < f, and 02(x) < 02 for w = 0,1 and all
x € X. Then the Optimal Weighted Average Treatment Effect (OWATE) is Ts .+, where

w0 (25

Proof: See Appendix.
Again the result simplifies under homoskedasticity to an estimand in which the weight
functions only depend on the propensity score.

Corollary 5.2 (OPTIMALLY WEIGHTED AVERAGE TREATMENT EFFECT UNDER HOMOSKEDAS-
TICITY)

Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 hold. Let [ < fx(z) < f. Suppose that o2 (x) = o2 for all
w € {0,1} and x € X. Then the Optimally Weighted Average Treatment Effect (OWATE) is

TS W, s where
wi(z) = e(z) - (1 —e(z)).

5.5 Numerical Simulations for Optimal Estimands when the Propensity Score
follows a Beta Distribution

In this section, we assess the implications of the results derived in the previous sections. We do
so by presenting simulations for the optimal estimands when the true propensity score follows
a Beta distribution. We study the homoskedastic case, where the optimal cutoff value as well
as the ratio of the variances depends only on the (true) marginal distribution of the propensity
score. The Beta distribution is characterized by two parameters, here denoted by § and , both
nonnegative. For a Beta distribution with parameters 3 and -, denoted by B(f3, ), the mean is
B/(~+f), ranging from zero to one. The corresponding variance is 3v/((y+3)%(y+5+1)), which
lies between zero and 1/4. The largest value that this variance takes on is for v = 5 = 0, leading
to a binomial distribution with probability 1/2 for both zero and one. We focus on distributions
for the true propensity score, where 3 € {0.5,1,1.5,2,2.5,3,3.5,4} and v € {8,...,4}.12 For a
given pair of values ((3,7), let Vp(3,v) denote the asymptotic variance of the efficient estimator
for the sample average treatment effect, 7g, which is given by

1 1

Ve(d.1) =" B | ot

e(X) ~ B(5.7)|.

In addition, let Vp,(3,7) denote the asymptotic variance for the sample average treatment
effect, where we drop observations with the propensity score outside the interval [a, 1 — .
This variance is given by

0.2

VP,a(ﬁvly) = PI‘(OZ < G(X) <1-— Oé| G(X) ~ B(ﬁaly))

BThere is no difference from our perspective between a Beta distribution with parameters v and 8 and one
with parameters 5 and 7.
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1 1

oX) T T—e(x)

Finally, let «(3,~) denote the optimal cutoff point for the case where the true propensity

a<e(X)<1—a,e(X)~B(3,7)

score has a Beta distribution with parameters v and 3. We calculate the resulting variances,
Vpa(B,7), for the optimal cutoff point and two fixed cutoff values, 0.01, and 0.1. For each of
the Beta distributions we report the three ratios

Vp(8,7) Vpo.01(8,7) and Vpo.10(8,7)
Ve (0:7) Ve (8:7) Vpa,q7)(8,7)

Table 1 presents results for this case. There are two main findings. First, the gain from
trimming the sample can be substantial, reducing the asymptotic variance of the average treat-
ment effect estimand by a factor of up to ten for some of the values of the propensity score
based on the Beta distribution. Second, discarding observations with a propensity score outside
the interval [0.1, 0.9] produces variances that are extremely close those produced with optimally
chosen cutoff values. In particular, the ratio of the asymptotic variance when using a cutoff
value of 0.1 to the variance based on the optimal cutoff value is never larger than 1.04 over the
range of distributions we investigate. In contrast, using the smaller fixed cutoff value of 0.01
can lead to considerably larger variances than using the optimal cutoff value.

6 Inference

6.1 Estimands

In this section, we discuss inference for the estimands introduced in the previous sections. Two
issues arise with respect to the tractibility of forming estimators for some of these estimands.
First, as we have noted at the end of Section 5.1, there is an important difference in the
efficiency bounds for population average treatment effects (7p) and sample average treatment
effects (7g) that complicate the formation of estimators for the former estimand. In particular,
the efficiency bound for 7p requires one to evaluate 7(X) over its population distribution, which
implies that one must know this distribution or be able to estimate it non-parametrically in
order to determine this bound.!* In general, the distribution of 7(X) is not known and non-
parametrically estimating it with any precision is complicated precisely because of the limited
overlap problem. Such complications do not arise if we focus on sample average treatment
effects, 75. Accordingly, we restrict our attention to chracterizing estimators for the latter class
of OSATE and OWATE estimands.

A second issue arises in the case of making inferences concerning Optimal Subpopulation
Average Treatment Effects (OSATE). In particular, for this class of estimands, the optimal set,
A*, is generally unknown and must be estimated. Moreover, the efficiency bound in Theorem
5.1 implies that, in some cases, the average effect over any subset of the covariate space defined
in terms of the propensity score cannot be estimated at root—/N rate. For example, suppose
that the set of interest is A = {z € X|e(xz) < p}. Note that this corresponds to using the

MThe same problems arise in the estimation of 7p,.
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weight function, A(e(x)) = 1{e(z) < p}, in defining the associated estimand. But, the efficiency
bound for this estimand given in (5.10) is a function of E[(%/\(e(X )))?] which diverges when
A(e(x) is an indicator function so that variance Vp ) is unbounded and cannot be attained. In
contrast, such problems do not plague estimation if we focus on the subset A, even though, as
noted in the discussion of our simple motivating example in Section 2, the sets A* and A can be
quite different. Accordingly, we also restrict our attention to the subset A when chracterizing
estimators for OSATE estimands.

6.2 Nonparametric Estimates for Regression Functions

The proposed estimators for the average treatment effects rely on preliminary estimates of the
propensity score and the two conditional regression functions. For these conditional means,
various estimators have been proposed (Hahn, 1998; Heckman, Ichimura, Todd, 1998; Hirano,
Imbens and Ridder, 2003; Imbens, Newey and Ridder, 2006; Chen, Hong, and Tarozzi, 2005).
None of them exactly fits the setting we consider here. Specifically, the previously developed
estimators do not allow for estimation of the set over which the treatment effect is averaged. It
is possible to modify these estimators to allow for this complication, although doing so would
not be trivial. However, it is easier to use the generalized partial mean framework developed
by Newey (1994) and extended by Imbens and Ridder (2006).

For simplicity, we use the same type of estimator for both conditional means, namely kernel
estimators, although it would be possible to use series estimators for the propensity score as
in Hirano, Imbens and Ridder (2003). Let K : [-1,1]Y + R be the kernel and b > 0 be the
bandwidth. Then the standard kernel estimators for the propensity score, the regression and
the variance functions are given by

- $n(357) S (552).
) e x(552)

) S vimn(552)

respectively for w = 0,1. To deal with technical boundary issues and to avoid trimming, it is

and

N
52 0(0) = S0 UHWi = wh - (%; — fun(X0)? - K (

i=1

useful to modify this estimator close to the boundary of the covariate space, using the bound-
ary correction suggested by Imbens and Ridder (2006). The key idea behind this boundary
modification is to modify the standard estimator for values of x that are close to the boundary,
relative to the bandwidth, by using a Taylor series expansion around the nearest point that
is sufficiently far away from the boundary. Details for this modification are presented in the
Appendix. The resulting estimators will be denoted by é,, 5(x), and fiy mp(x), where m stands
for the degree of the Taylor series expansion.
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6.3 Assumptions

Here we list three technical assumptions that will be used to control the convergence rate of
the nonparametric estimators. These are closely related to the assumptions used in Imbens and
Ridder (2006). The first assumption restricts the kernel.

Assumption 6.1 (KERNEL)

(i) K : Rl — R,

(ii) K(u) =0 for u ¢ U, with U = [-1, 1]%,

(iii) K is r times continuously differentiable, with the r-th derivative bounded on the interior
of U,

(iv) K is a kernel of order s, so that [; K(u)du =1 and [;u*K(u)du =0 for all X such that
0 <|A < s, for some s> 1.

The second assumption requires sufficient smoothness of the distribution of (Y, W, X).

Assumption 6.2 (DISTRIBUTION)

(i) (Y1, W1, X1), (Yo, Wa, X5), ..., are independent and identically distributed,

(ii) the support of X; is X C RV, X = ®f:1[§l,fl], x, <7 foralll=1,... L.

(iii), X; is a random vector with probability density function fx(x), which is q times continu-
ously differentiable on the interior of X, with the q-th derivative bounded,

(1v) sup,ex E[|Y|P|X = z] < oo for some p.

(v) pw(x) = E[Y (w)| X = x| is q times continuously differentiable on the interior of X with the
qth derivative bounded for w =0, 1,

(vi) o2 (x) = VY (w)|X = z] = E[(Y(w) — pw(X))?| X = x| is q times continuously differen-
tiable on the interior of X with the qth derivative bounded for w = 0,1,

(vii) e(z) = E[W|X = z] is q times continuously differentiable on the interior of X with the qth
derivative bounded,

(viii) e(X) has a continuous distribution on [0, 1] with the probability density function bounded
and continuously differentiable.

The third assumption puts restrictions on the bandwidth and the smoothness of the kernel and
the conditional mean functions.

Assumption 6.3 (BANDWIDTH AND SMOOTHNESS)
(i) by = N9,

(1) p > 4,

(#i) s > max(L, (L +2)/(1—2/p)),

() ¢>2s—1,

(v)r>s—1,

(vi) 1/(2s) < 6 <min(1/(2L),(1—2/p)/(L+ 2)).



6.4 The Optimally Selected Average Treatment Effect

Define, for a given set A C X, the estimator

In this expression we drop the indexing of the kernel estimators i1 (x) and fig(x) on the band-
width by and the degree of the Taylor series expansion in the boundary correction. The latter
will be assumed to be equal to s, the degree of the kernel, and subject to conditions given in
Assumption 6.3.

We first characterize some preliminary results in order to define the estimator for the optimal
set A%;. This involves first estimating the propensity score, and then estimating the optimal
cutoff value a.. First, define

By the support and smoothness conditions, ¥ and 7 exist in large enough samples. For T' =
[0, 00), define the function 7 : T — R:

(1 g 1 g 1 1
#(y) = (ﬁ; {é(XZ.) k) < 7}) /ﬁ; ) 1 —ex)) {ém) —ex)) = 7}’

for v > 4, and 0 for 0 < v < 4. We are interested in the maximand of 7(y). To deal with

nonuniqueness, we define the maximand as

f:{WEF

Then let & =1/2— /1 —4/4. Now we are in a position to define the estimator for the set A%;:

F(y) < sup?(v) ¢, and 4 = sup7.
ver yel

A={zeXla<é(z)<1-a}.

Theorem 6.1 (OSATE)
Suppose that Assumptions 8.1-3.2 and 6.1-6.8 hold. Then

3 s <o 5[50+ ]

Proof: See Appendix.
A key step in the proof is that

VN - (%A —TSA> ~VN . <7A'A* —TS,A}{> = 0p(1),

which allows us to deal with—or, rather, avoid dealing with—the uncertainty in the estimated
set A.
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Next we consider estimation of the OWATE, based on the weight function wy;(z) = e(x) -
(1 —e(x)). Define. for all functions w : X — R. the estimator

N N
fo = w(X;)- %(XZ-)/Z w(X;).
i=1 =1

The estimator we actually consider is 7, where w(z) = é(x)- (1 —é(x)). We present two results
for this estimator. First, we consider the normalized difference between 7; and 7gg. Second,
we consider the normalized difference between 7; and TPw, -

Theorem 6.2 (OWATE)
Suppose that Assumptions 8.1-3.2 and 6.1-6.8 hold. Then

VR (Garsa) <540 00O () (e (Z%((XX)) ! 1(13()(())0)]) |

Proof: See Supplementary materials (Crump, Hotz, Imbens and Mitnik, 2006b).

Theorem 6.3 (OWATE)
Suppose that Assumptions 8.1-3.2 and 6.1-6.8 hold. Then

VN - (7 — TPw?, ) Y (QVPM}}) ’

with
;= . B (e (1 — 2. (200 980
Vi = ERo P E 0 - (S 12 0| 9
1 ) ,
TR e [(e(X)-(l—e(X))) -(T(X)—Tp,w;{) ] (6.16)

1
_|_ .
Efe(X) - (1—e(X))?
Proof: See Supplementary materials (Crump, Hotz, Imbens and Mitnik, 2006b).

E[e(X) (1= e(X)) - (1 = 26(X))2((X) = 7y, )?] - (6.17)

The second term in the expression for Vp , equation (6.16), takes account of the uncer-
tainty in estimating the population versus sample version, and corresponds to the normalized
variance of the difference 72 —7p.: . The last term, equation (6.17), takes account of the un-
certainty in estimating the weights, and corresponds to the normalized variance of the difference

TP — TPw} -

6.5 Estimating the Asymptotic Variance

In this subsection, we propose consistent estimators for the asymptotic variances. Define, for
all sets A, the folloiwng estimators




Theorem 6.4 Suppose that Assumptions 6.1-6.3 hold. Then

Vg(h) 2o - .E [”%(X) + Ug(X))IX € A*] .

q(A*) e(X) 1—eX
Proof: See Appendix.
Next, let
A al 62X GAX;
Vsa = : v 3 - e (T + 1 2055).

(% YL X)) (1 - é(Xi))>2 i=1

and

N
VP,(I) - VS,(I; + . 1 5 1 Z (é(Xz) . (1 _ é(Xz)))2 . (%(Xz) o ’7%;)2
(% doimg 6(XG) - (1 - é(Xi))> i—1

1
- N
(260 - (1 - e(x))
Theorem 6.5 Suppose that Assumptions 6.1-6.3 hold. Then

stop e (5 )]

Proof: See Supplementary materials (Crump, Hotz, Imbens and Mitnik, 2006b).

N
r e S0 ) (L-E(X0)- (1~ 22X (X) — ).
=1

<) p
Vso —

Theorem 6.6 Suppose that Assumptions 6.1-6.3 hold. Then
Vpo - Ve -

Proof: See Supplementary materials (Crump, Hotz, Imbens and Mitnik, 2006b).

7 Some Illustrations Based on Real Data

In this section we apply the methods developed in this paper to data from a labor market
program. The data set we use was originally constructed by LaLonde (1986) and subsequently
used by, among others, Heckman and Hotz (1989), Dehejia and Wahba (1999) and Smith
and Todd (2005). The particular sample we use here is the one used by Dehejia and Wahba
(1999). The treatment of interest is a job training program. The trainees are drawn from an
experimental evaluation of this program. The control group is a sample drawn from the Panel
Study of Income Dynamics (PSID). The control and treatment group are very unbalanced.
Table 2 presents some summary statistics. The fourth and fifth column present the averages for
each of the covariates separately for the control and treatment group. Consider, for example,
the average earnings in the year prior to the program, earn ’75. For the control group from the
PSID, this is 19.06, in thousands of dollars. For the treatment group, it is only 1.53. Given
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that the standard deviation is 13.88, this is a very large difference of 1.26 standard deviations,
suggesting that simple covariance adjustments are unlikely to lead to credible inferences.

For these data, we compute and compare 9 different estimands. The first is the sample
average treatment effect, 7¢ (ATE). We then examine average treatment effects derived over
three subsamples. In the first, we drop all observations with an estimated propensity score
outside of the interval [0.01,0.99] (ATEg1). In the second, we drop all observations with an
estimated propensity score outside of the interval [0.10,0.90] (ATEq.109). Finally, we calculate
the estimate of the OSATE with optimal cutoff point, «, using the results in Corollary 5.1.
The estimated optimal cutoff point is & = 0.0660. For these calculations, we estimate the
propensity score using a logistic model with all nine covariates displayed in Table 2 entered
linearly. We also estimate the optimally weighted average treatment effect (OWATE), with
weights é(x) - (1 — é(z)). The final four estimates we consider are all versions of the average
treatment effect for the treated. We first estimate the conventional average effect for the
treated (ATT). We then form ATT estimates similiar to those in Dehejia and Wabha (1999) by
dropping observations which have estimated propensity scores greater than 0.99 (ATTg 1) and
0.90 (ATEg.10), respectively. Finally, we form estimates of the optimal subpopulation average
treatment effect on the treated (OSATT) by dropping those observations with an estimated
propensity score greater than the optimal cutoff point of 0.73. For each of these cases, we
display, in Table 3, estimates of the associated estimands and their asymptotic standard errors.
Note that the standard errors are calculated separately for each estimator, implying that implicit

estimates of the conditional variance o2

are different. Hence, the optimal estimators need not
have smaller estimated asymptotic variances than the suboptimal ones.

For both the average treatment effect and the average effect for the treated estimands, it
makes a substantial difference to the standard errors of the estimators if we drop observations
with propensity scores close to their extreme values. For the average treatment effects, the
gain in precision is huge. This is not surprising. There are many control observations whose
covariate values are so far from those for the treated that it makes little sense to attempt to
estimate the treatment effect for those covariate values. Even for the average effect for the
treated however, there is a substantial gain to discarding observations with outlying values for
the propensity score. This reduces the asymptotic standard error from 2.58 (with no sample
selection) to 1.82 (for the fixed cutoff point of 0.10).

The number of observations that should be discarded according to the OSATE is substantial.
We report the number of observations dropped for this estimand in Table 4. Out of the original
2675 observations (2490 controls and 185 treated), only 312 are used in estimation (183 controls
and 129 treated). We also report in Table 4 the number of observations dropped in the various
categories for this criterion and for the suboptimal criteria based on the fixed cutoff points 0.01
(ATEq.01) and 0.10 (ATEq.19), respectively, in the subsequent two panels of this table.

While not the primary focus of our analysis, we also note that the estimates of the various
estimands, themselves, vary substantially. This is not surprising, given that the definitions of
the underlying estimands are varying. They even differ in sign. At the same time, we make two
observations about these estimates. First, the standard errors relative to the estimates tend
to be large for all of the alternative estimates, implying that the inferences drawn from them
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would not differ across the estimates. Second, the OSATE, OWATE and OSATT estimates
are all negative and tend to be closer in magnitude to one another compared to the other
estimators. Omne should not draw strong conclusions from either of this observations, given
that the theoretical results established in this paper are focused primarily on the precision of
alternative estimands.

8 Conclusion

Estimation of average treatment effects under unconfoundedness or selection on observables
is often hampered by lack of overlap in the covariate distributions. This lack of overlap can
lead to imprecise estimates and can make commonly used estimators sensitive to the choice
of specification. In such cases, researchers have often used informal methods for trimming the
sample. In this paper, we develop a systematic approach to addressing such lack of overlap
in which we sacrifice some external validity in exchange for improved internal validity. We
characterize optimal subsamples where the average treatment effect can be estimated most
precisely, as well as optimally weighted average treatment effects. Under some simplifying
assumptions, the optimal rules depend solely on the propensity score. We find that the precision
for average treatment effects for the optimally selected samples can be much higher than for
the overall sample. In addition, we find that a simple ad hoc selection rule based on discarding
all units with an estimated propensity score outside the interval [0.1,0.9] can capture most of
the precision gains from selecting the sample optimally for a wide range of distributions.



APPENDIX A: THE KERNEL ESTIMATOR WITH BOUNDARY CORRECTION

In this appendix we present the details of the boundary correction we use for the kernel estimator.
This boundary correction was developed by Imbens and Ridder (2006). We refer to this paper for more
details on the estimator. Let g(z) = E[Y]|X = z] be the regression function of interest, and let fx(z)
be the probability density function of X, with the dimension of X equal to L. Then we can write
g(x) = hi(x)/ha(x), where hq(z) = g(z) - fx(x), and ha(z) = fx(z). If we define Y1 =Y and Yo =1,
then we can write hi(z) = E[Y%|X = z] - fx(x), with the standard kernel estimator for hy(z) equal to

X, —x
hie (@ ZbLYk’L ( 5 )

Let 0X be the boundary of X, and let X be the “internal” region, more than by away from the boundary
in all directions, X; = {z € X|min—, 1 infycox |y1 — x| > by }. Then let r5(x) be the projection of x
onto the set Xj: rp(z) = arg minyex, ||z — y||}. Let A denote an L vector of nonnegative integers, with
A = Zz 1AL and Al = Hl 1 Al Define for a given, m — 1 times differentiable function g : RY — R, a
point y € R” and an integer m, the m — 1-th order polynomial function ¢ : R* — R based on the Taylor
series expansion of order m — 1 of ¢(-) around the point y:

m—1 Al
g0 mm) = 3 Y 5o g(w) - () (A1)
J=0 |X|=j

Now we define the boundary corrected estimators for hy(z):

i:L ikab(x) if © S X[
k,m,b(T) = t (3:, ilk,b; ry(x), m) elsewhere.

Finally the boundary corrected estimator for g(x) is

Gmp(T) = Bl,m,b(x)/i@,m,b(x)-

APPENDIX B: PROOFS

Proof of Theorem 5.1: The derivation of the efficiency bound follows that of Hahn (1998) and Hirano, Imbens
and Ridder (2003). The density of (Y (0),Y (1), W, X) with respect to some o-finite measure is

q(y(0),y(1), w,z) = f(y(0), y(D|w,z) - f(wlz)- f(x)
= f(0),y(W)z) - f(wlz) - f(z)
= f(y(0),y(D)z) - e(2)” - (1 —e(2)) ™" - f(a),

where in the second equality we used unconfoundedness. The density of the observed data (y,w,x) is

a(y, w,z) = fiyle)" - e(@)" - folylz) ™ - (1= e(2))' ™ - f(a),

where fu(ylz) = fyw)xyw)lz) = [ fly(1 — w),ylz)dy(l — w). Consider a regular parametric submodel
indexed by 6, with density

a(y, w,z|0) = f1(ylz,0)" - e(z]0)" - fol(yle,0)' ™" - (1 e(z]0))' ™" - f(x]0),

which is equal to the true density ¢(y, w, z) for 0 = 6o, or q(y, w,x) = q(y, w,x|6). The score for the parametric
model is given by

_9 —w- —w)- _w—e(@lf)
Sy, w,z|0) = 20 Ing(y, w,z|0) = w-S1(y|z,0) + (1 —w) So(y|x’9)+sz(x|9)+e(:c|9)(1—e(:c|9)) €' (z|0)
where
S1(yl2.0) = 21 fi(yla, 0) d Solyl2.0) = 21 folyla, 0)
1y, 7891112]:1;7 ) an o0\Y|Z, *89n0yx7 ’
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_9 ol = &
Sz (z|0) = 20 In f(x|0), and €' (z]6) = 20 e(xz0).
The tangent space of the model is the set of functions ¢(y,w,x) of the form
T ={w -8 (y,2) + (1 —w) So(y,x) + Sa(x) + a(z) - (w — e(z))}
where a(z) is any square-integrable measurable function of x and Si1, So, and S, satisfy
[ Siw.a)itulordy =[Sy (1), )] X =] =0, o,
[ Sotw.2)salulordy = E[So(¥ (0), )] X =] =0, ¥,
/Sz (z)f(z)dz = E[S:(X)] = 0.

The parameter of interest is

_ A e@)yfiyl) f (= )dydfl?— ”A z))yfo(ylz) f(z)dydz
J A(e( x)dz ’

P

Thus, for the parametric submodel indexed by 6, the parameter of interest is

- _ ST Me@0)yfi(yl=,0) f (rt:|t9)clydrc—ffA (z]0))yfo(ylz, 0) f (x|0)dyd
P T \e(z]0)) f (x]0)dz '

We need to find a function 1(y, w, z) such that for all regular parametric submodels,

O1p, (6o)
00

First, we will calculate %TRA (6o). Let px = [ Ae(z)) f(z)dz. Then,

= E[4(Y, W, X) - S(Y, W, X|60)] . (B.1)

a0 = | [ M(al00))y 15101, 00) o 012.00) = So(ul O ool 00)] el
+ /)\(e(:c|90)) [7(x) — 7P 2] Sz (x]60) f (x]60)dx
+ [ X elalou))e (5160) () = 7] S ol
where X (e(x)) = 52-5A(e(x)). The following choice for ¢(y,w, ) is shown in the supplementary materials

(Crump, Hotz, Imbens and Mitnik, 2006b) to satisfy the condition:

L wAe(), o —w) A .
vowa) = L2 pyx —a) - CZ 2D gy )x —a)
+}\(6(1})) (T(LE) _ TP,)\) + (w _ 6(1})) A (e(x)) (T(LE) _ TP)\)

J15% 22

Then by Theorem 2 in Section 3.3 of Bickel, Klaassen, Ritov, and Wellner (1993), the variance bound is the
expected square of the projection of ¥ (Y, W, X) on the tangent space 7. Since ¥(y,w,x) € T, the variance
bound is

o [ OO ] e[ NGO
WO = E e O TR G ey )
(X)) + (W — (X)) - N 3
=] — (r(x) = 7]
DEEDE o] [ MECDE | ]
E e o MO T E G ey oW
o DO+ €00 =00 WO )y ]
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For the special case of A(e(z)) = e(z) (a case considered by Hahn, 1998) the semiparametric efficiency bound is,

o2( X)? 2 e
IE{ff(X) X)}HE{ e(X) X)

oy O oy (1) "’O(X)} B {wz

For the special case of A(e(z)) = e(x)(1 — e(x)) the semiparametric efficiency bound is,

R ] s [ i

(r(X) - m)ﬂ .

e(X)*(1— e(X)* +e(X)(1 — e(X)) - (1 =2~ e(X))? Y
] 00 (r(x) = 77
which simplifies to
[0 o] o LT
e(X)(1 — e(X))(3e(X)? = 3e(X) + 1) PR
] el (r(X) = 7]
O
Define
ety = ¥ 1) w(x) ) B wlx),
i|X; €A i|X; €A

for nonnegative functions w(-). For estimands of this type consider the criterion that encompasses Theorems 5.2
and 5.3:

1
E[w(X)- 1{X € A}

Vo (A) = E {W(X)Z X € A}- ("%(X) L o) )} . (B.2)

e(X) 1—e(X)

We are interested in the choice of set A that minimizes (B.2) among the set of all closed subsets of X. The
following theorem provides the characterization.

Theorem B.1 (WEIGHTED OSATE)
Let f < f(x) < f, and o%(z) <02 forw=0,1 and all x € X, and let w : X — RT be continuously differentiable.
The set A* that minimizes (B.2) is equal to X if

o) (55 + 120) <22 o (SR + 2] e

and otherwise,

2 2
. a1 () o5 (z)
- X . _Go\t) ) ~
x = {eexoo (25 +1205) <}
where 7y is a positive solution to
2 o} (X) | o5(x) ot (X)) | o3(X)
E [‘“ (X)- ( o T 1fe(x)) w(X) - ( o T 1fe(x)) < 7]

a2(X a2(X
B [w(0 w0 - (457 + 25%5) <A

Proof: Define k(z) = oi(z)/e(z) + 02 (z)/(1 — e(z)), fx(z) = fx(z) - w(z)/ [, fx(2) - w(z)dz, and &(z) =
w(x)/ [, fx () w(z)dz, so that k(z) is bounded, bounded away from zero, and continuously differentiable on X.
Let X be a random vector with probability density function fx(z) on X, and let G(A) = Pr(X € A).'®> Then

E[5(X)- 1{X € A}] = / o(w) - 1w € A} - fx(2)da

x

:/Ww{xe&.mx)dm

®Note that | fx(x)dz = 1 by construction, so that fx(z) is a valid probability density function.
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- / e € A} - fx(a)de

-E [1{)2’ € A}] =Pr (X € A) = §(A),

and similarly,

E {&(X)Z-I{X €A} ( 2(X) + 1—26()())} =E[&(X)*  1{X € A} - k(X)]

:/L:;(:,;)2 ‘Nz € At -k(z) - fx(z)dx
WAGE vy orRU LR R

:/G)(x) Ua € A} k(z) - fx(2)de
) [@()Z’) “1{X € A}- k(X)] :

Because multiplying w(z) by a constant does not change the value of the objective function in (B.2), we have

1 ,E{@(X)Z-I{XGA}'(US(X) +10—SE€)(2'))}

 E[@(X) - 1{X € A}]?

_ qz(lA)) B [5(X) - 1{X € A} k(X))
_ @ B [3(5) k(%) 1{X € a}]. (B.3)

Thus the question now concerns the set A that minimizes (B.3).

We do the remainder of the proof of Theorem B.1 in two stages. First, suppose there is a closed set A such that
z €int(A), z ¢ A, and @(z)-k(z) < @(z)-k(x). Then we will construct a closed set A such that Vs 5 (A) < Vs 5(A).
This implies that the optimal set has the form

A" = {z e X|o(z) - k(z) <7},

for some . The second step consists of deriving the optimal value for ~.
For the first step define a ball around x with volume v,

Bu(z) = {z e X|||z — z|| < vE27VEr 120 (L/2) Y E),

where I'(a f ¢ exp x)dz is the gamma function. Let A° be the complement of A in X, and for sets A
and B let A/B AN B°. Let 1o be small enough so that for v < vy we have B,z (. (z) CA, B, 7 (,(2) CA°
and ©(2') - k(z') < @(a’) - k(a') for all 2’ € B, 7 _(,)(2) and all 2" € B, 7, (x). Also, because the volume of the

sets B, 5, () (%) and B, 7, (%) is v/ fx(x) and v/fx(z) respectively, it follows that
A(B, ) jy (@) (®)) —v = o(v),
4B, 7y () (2) —v =o(v),

so that

(B, 5y ()(®) —A(B, 5\ (2)(2)) = o(v).

Now we construct the set
Ro = (B/By) 7 0/@) UB, ) (2)

The objective function for this set is

1 .
q(Ay)

VS,J) (Au) =

[@(X) (X)‘ 1{X € A, }]
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ah) - E[2(X) k()| X € 4]

() 2B, 1y ) (2)) — (B, (0)))

T () B[00 KO X € B,y ()] —@<B»/fx<z> E[5(X) )| X €87, 0]
(Q(A) TAB, fy((2) =B, 5y () (@ )2
) E[o(X) - kX)X e A +v- (E[a(X) k(D)| X e By/;x<z>(2:)] ~E[a(X) k(X)X €8, 5, (@)) o)
= q(A)? .

so that the difference relative to the value of the objective function for the original set A is

Vs,o(Ay)—Vsz(A) =

v (IE [a)()?) : k()?)‘ Xe By/fx(z)(z)] _E [@(X) : k()?)‘ XeB,i (:c)])+o(u).

Since E [G)(X') . k(X)‘ X e BV/J;X(Z)(Z)] —-E [G)(X) . k(X)‘ X e B, iy () (x)] < 0if v < vy, the difference Vs 5 (A, )—
Vs, (A) is negative for small enough v, which finishes the first part of the proof.
The question now is to determine the optimal value for v given that the optimal set has the form

={z e X|o(z) - k(z) <~}

Let Y = &(X) - k(X), with probability density function fy (y). Then

E@(X) - k(X)@(X) - k(X) <] _EYY <~) _ Jo v fr(u)dy
q(AL) T Pr(Y <v) (_fow/ fy(y)dy) 7

Denote the minimum and maximum value of the function k(x) over the set X by k and k. By assumption k > 0
and k < oco. Then lim,; — co. Because Vs;(Az) = Vs,5(X) which is finite by assumption, and because
Vs,5(Ag) is continuous as a function of =, it follows that either Vg 5 (Az) is minimized at v = k, or there is an
interior minimum where the first order conditions are satisfied. Let v’ denote the optimum.

The first derivative with respect to « is

D yaay) = () fr@dy)® v fr(y) =2 f) fy dy-f(fyfy(y)dyfy(v).

el - (.fo fr(y )

This is zero if

/fy y—2/ y - fy(y)dy,

’ fony)
fo fr(y

implying

=2 E[Y]Y <~

implies
7 =2-E [w(X) - k()| w(£) k(X) <1],

for y =+ - f w(z) « fx(x)dz. This in turn implies

v=2-E [W(X) KX -1 {W(X) k(X)) < 7}] /Pr (W(X) k(X)) < 7)
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) Low@) k@) 1) - k() <) Fx(@)da

J, He() - k(z) <7} Fx(2)da
L Lw@) k@) Hw(@) k@) <9} oo fx (@)
T fl{w k(@) <7} TR fx (@)

fw (@) - H{w(x) - k() <7} fx(z)dz

v (fv Haw(z) - k(z) <7} fx(z)de
[Z(X) k(X) - H{w(X) - k(X) <7}]

EwX) Hw(X)-k(X) <~}
E [0 (X) - k(X) [w(X) - k(X) < 7]

X) [w(X) - k(X) <]
z)/e(z) + od(z)/(1 — e(x)) this implies
E [WZ(X)' 0 T T w(X) - (?’((XX)) + 10736(()()())) < 7]

E [w(0) o) (57 + Tieey) <]

€

a
Proof of Theorem 5.2: Substituting w(z) = 1 into Theorem B.1 implies that the optimal set A* is equal to X
if

o) | o) HX) | _oR(X)
e Telw) EL(X) i (XJ’
and otherwise,

v {eex|d@, 0 )

where ~ is a positive solution to

of(X) | _ad(X)

oi(X) | ab(X)
e(X) TT—e(X) +

e(X) T T-ex) < 7} '

7:2-E{

Then define a = 1/2 — \/1/4 — 1/, so that v = (a(1 — @))~" and

N Tt 1 !
Ai{ € X e(:c)+1—e(:c)§a-(1—a)}’
where « is a positive solution to
1, gl adX) |ei(X) | ad(X) 1
o (oo 2 IEL(X) T e0) o) TToe) “a(i=a)

O
Proof of Theorem 5.3: Substituting w(z) = e(x) and od(z) = oi(z) = o2 into Theorem B.1 implies that the
optimal A* is equal to X if

sup o {w} /IE [e(X)], (B.4)

zeX 1-— (ZI)) -

and otherwise,

0_2
* - <
A {xex‘l—em)—”}’

where « is a positive solution to

o2e(X) o2
5 E [176()() T—e(x) < 7]
0'2 ’
B [e(X) | =2ty <]

(B.5)
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Condition (B.4) is equivalent to

1 e(X)
- <2 5|4 | JEeX)=2E| — |w=1
e iy <272 ] /Rl =2 x| w =]
Let ay = 1 — 02 /v, so that v = 0?/(1 — @). Then (B.5) implies
e(X) 1 1
1 E [176()() ‘176()() <1ia ]

}

1— oy E [S(X) ‘ 1761(X) < 1710%

2 [ 0 <o

Ele(x )I( ) S o

d
Proof of Theorem 5.4:
We are choosing w : X — R to minimize

B 1 w(X)? , w(X)?
Vou = g E | Sy 10+ 1yt
Again let k(z) = Jj((zz)) + 1@52), so that we minimize
1 5 J W (z)k(z) f(z)dx
Ve = Ew(X)]? E [w(0"R(X)] = (fu)(:c)f(:c)d:c)2

If @(z) is a solution, than so is @(z)/c. Hence we can normalize w(z) to satisfy [w(z)f(z)dz = 1. Then the
problem is the minimization of

/wz(:c)k(:c)f(:c)d:c s.t. /w(:c)f(:c)d:c: 1.

The solution to this satisfies 0 = 2-w(z)k(z) f(xz) — Af(z), so that for some constant ¢, w(x) = ¢/k(z). Hence the
optimal weights w*(z) are proportional to 1/k(x), and since we do not care about the constant of proportionality
we can choose

- L e(z) - (1 - e(x))

k() (1-e(2) of(x) +e(x) of(z)

d
Define for sets A C X,
N
Ny =) X, €A},
i=1
s — i, HXi € A} - (7(X))) if Ny >0,
’ 0 otherwise,
and
- YL H{Xi € A} (i (Xa) — fio(X4)) it Na >0,
b 0 otherwise.

Lemma B.1 Suppose that Sup,ex we (0,13 |fw(®) — pw (z)] = 0p(N~Y2FE) . Then for all A C X,
Fp — Tsn = 0p (N71/2+5) )

Proof:
| X

N—Zl{X €A} (7(Xy) — 7(Xy)) < sup |7(z) — 7()]|

L zeX

7o — 75,8 = 1{Na > 0} -
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< sup | (2) — 1 (2)| + 5P |fio () — pro(a)| = 0p (N7

D x
Define
7= inf(e(@)(1 —e(@)) 7 = sup(e(@) (1 - e(@))) ™,
=, min (e(X:)(1—e(Xi) ™, and 7= max_(e(X:)(1—e(X:))",

For I' = [0, c0) define the functions 7 : I'— R and 7 : I — R:

0= ([ ey =7} e d"") /| iy oy =7} e

for v > v, and 0 for 0 < < v, and

#(7) = (i f s a—a © 7}) / N - d = N —am <7}

for v > 4, and 0 for 0 <y < 4. Define

= {7 elr(y) < supr(v)} , and " = sup 7.
~eEr ~er*
and
I= {VGFV’(V) Ssupf’(v)}7 and 4 = sup~.
ver ~el

Lemma B.2 Suppose that sup,x |e(x) — é(x)| = 0p,(N™%), and that inf,ex e(x) - (1 — e(x)) > 0. Suppose also
that if v* <7, then T™ = {~"}, and %r(v*) < 0. Then for any 6 > 0,

'3/ —'y* =0p (Nia/ZJﬂs) .

Proof: Define

and

() =3 (7)/p(7),

The proof consists of three parts. First we show that

sup 1p(y) —p()|=0p (N™), and sup|G(y) —q(v)| = Op (N77). (B.6)

~er

In the second step we show that this implies that

sup [7(y) —r(7)| = Op (N7%). (B.7)

~er



In the third step we show that this in turn implies for any § > 0 that

4 — " = argmax?(y) — argmaxr(y) = op (Nfa/zm) . (B.8)
~er ~er

First consider the convergence of §(vy). Define k(z) = so that ¢(v) =

1 PN 1
sy ad k(@) = sy
J1{k(z) <~} fx(x)dz, and 4(v) = & Sl {k(XZ) < 7} . By the Triangle Inequality,
| X

Q) — 3 D L{k(X) <)

i=1

(B.9)

sup |4(v) — q(7)| < sup
~er ~er

-+ sup
~er

. (B.10)

& SR <93 —4(0)

As the difference between the distribution function and the empirical distribution function of k(X),

sup %Z {(X:) <) —a()| = Op (N—1/2) 7

~er

e.g., Billingsley (1985). Next, consider the righthand side of (B.9):

N

sup [+ D21 {k(x0) <7} = = D 1{k(X) <)

Y€er i—1 i—1

< sup % i (1{hex) <7 <k} 41 k) <7 < kD)) (B.11)
Define the indicator
By =1 {supli@) - k(o) = 5 |

so that By = 0p(1). Then (B.11) can be written as

By - sup % ﬁ: (1{hx) <7 <k} 41 k) <7 <R} (B.12)

~er

+(1 = By) - sup % i (1{kx) < v <k} +1{kx) <7 < hxa}). (B.13)

Because By is binary and op(1), it follows that (B.12) is op(N™%). If By = 0, then k(z) <~ < k(z) or
k(z) <~ < k(z) both imply |k(z) — v| < N™%, so that (B.13) can be bounded by

N N
1 W 1 N W
(I—BN).2.ilégﬁ§i:1:1{|k(Xi)—7|<N }gz-ilgﬁz:lﬂk(Xl) v < N7} (B.14)

i=1

This is the sum of independent and identically distributed binary random variables with mean bounded by
Co - N™%, implying by Markov’s inequality that (B.14) is Op(N~%):

N

o 1 —a 2N*Co- N™¢

Pr(N -2-i2¥N;1{|k(Xi)—7|<N }>O>§f
=2-Cy/C,

which can be made arbitrarily small by choosing C large. This finishes the proof that (B.9) is O,(N~™%). and

thus that sup.cp [G(7) — ¢(7)| = Op(N™%). The proof for the claim that sup.cr [p(7) — p(7)| = Op(N™%) is

similar and is omitted.
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Next consider (B.7). This follows directly from the convergence of p(vy) and ¢(y) to p(7) and g(v) respectively.
Finally, consider (B.8). Let a = —6%257’(7*) >0. Let I'p = {y € F|a%2§r(7) < —a/2}, so that v* € int(Io), and

let Ty = {y € T}y —v*| < N"®/2}. For N > No, 'y C I'o. Let ro = sup,er,r, (7). Then ro < r(y*) =
sup,cr (7). Define the two events

An = 1{§gfr [#(7) = (V)| > ro —r(v")|/2},
and
By = 1{§gfr [#(7) = ()] > (a/8) N~}

For N > Ni, By implies An. Since Pr(By = 1) — 0, it follows that By = op(N ™).
Let N > max(No, N1), and consider v € I'g/T'ny. We will show that for such v, |r(v*) —r(y)| = r(v") — r(y) >
(a/4) - N™%. Suppose v > ~*. First note that for ¢ € I'g, ¢ > v*, it follows that

%r(e) - 33—7246) =) < —(a)2) - (e =),

Hence for v > ~*,

r) = 1)+ [ e

<r(y") = ) (a/2) - (¢ =~")dc
=r(y") — (v =)

Because v ¢ I, |y —~*| > N~%/% 50 that

RS

() —r() < =5 N7
and thus
Ir(y) =r(y)l =7r(y") —r(y) > la/4] - N7°.
Therefore, if By = 0, it must be that v ¢ I'y implies
F(y) <r(y) + (a/8N"" <r(y") — (a/8)N™" < 7(v7),
and thus 4 € I'y. Finally, write
=7 =By -(y=7)+ (1 —-Bn)- (¥ —77). (B.15)

The first term on the righthand side is 0,(N~%/2) because By is binary and o,(1), and the second term is
0p(N~2/2%9) because if By = 0, then |5 —*| < N~%/2. Thus (B.15) is 0,(N~*/2%9). O

Define

1 1

- —1/24e 15 _ —1/44¢/2+6
@) A—e@) @ de@y| =N T oh-alsN }

AN:1—1{sup

zeX

and

7(A) =(1—An) - 7(A).
Lemma B.3 Suppose that for some €,0 > 0 SUp,ex wefo,1} [fw(T) — pw(z)| = 0p(N~Y/2+e)
e(z)] = 0p,(N~Y27¢) | and that infrex e(x) - (1 — e(x)) > 0. Then, for all sets A C X,

» SUp,ex |€() —

7(h) = #(A) = 0p (N7/7).
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Proof: First we show that Ax = o0p(1). By the assumptions and Lemma B.2 it follows that ¥ — v =
Op (N71/2+5/2+5) . Thus

PI’(AN = 1)

1 B 1 ‘ > N71/2+5> +Pr (W—ﬂ > N71/4+5/2+5) = o(1).

s (S“p {@) - (A—é@)  e@) (01— e@)

zeX

Second,
Pr (Nl/2 JF(A) — F(A)] > c) =Pr (Nl/2 Ay - |FA)] > c) < Pr(An = 1) = o(1).

so that 7(A) — 7(A) = 0,(N~¥/2). O

Lemma B.4 Suppose that sup,cx |é(z) —e(x)| = 0, (N ~Y/2%9), and that infyex e(x)-(1—e(x)) > 0. Then for any
§>0, (i), Np—Nps _ op( 1/4+5/2+6) ( ) Ni/ax — 0, (N71/4+5/2+6)’ (i), N;\\]A/A -0, (N71/4+5/2+5)’

NA* Ny

N, Ny
(i), MM _ (N 1/4+s/2+6) (fu), L — 0, ( 1/4+5/2+5)’ (vi), ?VA/A -0, (N*1/4+5/2+5).

Ny A

Proof: We prove (i). The other claims follow the same argument. Define By; = 1{|k(X;) —~| < 2N ~1/4+e/2+31
Then for all N the random variables By; and By; are independent and identically distributed with mean bounded
by C- N~Y/4+/240 Hence SN | Byi/N is Op(N~1/4/249) Now

N; — Na+ N; — Na= Nj — Na»
— fAN.( — >+(1_AN).( . (B.16)
Because
Pr (Nl/2 “An - (NAA;iNA> > c) < Pr(Anx > 0) = o(1),
"

it follows that the first term of the right hand side of (B.16) is 0,(N ~'/2). Next, consider the second term of the
right hand side of (B.16):

Nj; — Na-
Na-

1Ay
-

D0 HEX) <4Y - HE(X) <7}

i=1

(1-An)-

IN

S MR <5} = 1R <)

IN

YR £ 47 < KX+ LR < 79,5 < FOX))
=Y (1—An)Bni H{k(X:) < 4,7 < k(X:)} (B.17)

(1= An) - (1= Bri) - 1{k(X3) < 4,7 < k(X3)} (B.18)

s
Il
=

+
92*: =
.MZ

(1 - An) - Byi - 1{k(X:) < 7,4 < k(X)} (B.19)

s
Il
=

+
92*: =
.MZ

(1-An)-(1—Buwni) H{k(Xi) < < k(X3)}. (B.20)

s
Il
=

+
2* —

An = 0 implies |k(z) — k(z)] < N~V and |y — 4| < N~V/4+/249 5o that k(X;) <4 and v < k(X;) combined
with Ay = 0 implies that v < k(x) < v + 2N~ Y/47</2%% and thus By; = 1. Hence (B.18) is equal to zero, and
similarly (B.20) is equal to zero. Thus

Nj — Na-

N
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N

1 ~ N
<5 > (1= An) - By - HE(X:) < 4,7 < k(X:)}
A =1
N
1 .
e > (1= An) - Bri - Hk(X:) < 7,4 < k(X0)}
A =1
< 1 ~ZN:BN' _ N iBN'/N —0,(1)-0 (N71/4+5/2+5) -0 (N71/4+5/2+6) .
B NAT =1 ' NAT =1 ' ! ! !

Combined with the fact that the first term of the right hand side of (B.16) is 0,(N~'/?), this implies that
(N — Nu=)/Na- = O, (N71/4+5/2+6 )
The other parts of the Lemma follow by similar arguments. For that reason their proofs are omitted. [J

Lemma B.5 Suppose that sup,cy |e(z)—é(z)| = 0p,(N~2T%) for somee < 1/6, and that infex e(x)-(1—e(z)) >
0. Suppose also that if v* <7, then I'" = {~v"}, and 6%257’(7*) < 0. Then

(#(A) = 7(A)) = ((A") = m(A")) = 0, (N71/?) .

Proof: Note that by Lemma B.2 for any § > 0 we have 4 — 4" = 0, (N ~*/4t</2+%) Because € < 1/6, it follows
that —3/4 4+ £(3/2) < —1/2, and so we can choose ¢ so that —3/4 +£(3/2) + 6 < —1/2. Next,

(F(B) = () — (#(A") = 7(A"))

- J]\\;i (#(A) = (&) - (A7) = r(a") + N*A&NA (7(A) - r(&)

- (%(A) - %(A)) (B.21)
+NA];§N§ () - 7)) (B.22)
—(F(A7) = 7(A7)) (B.23)
+NNJ (7 - =) (B.24)
+ﬁi (R =) - Fa) —7(a). (B.25)

By Lemma B.3 (B.21) and (B.23) are 0,(N /). By Lemma B.3 the second factor in (B.22) is 0,(N~'/?), and
by Lemma B.4(i) the first factor is O,(N~*/4+/2%%) hence the product (B.22) is 0,(N~'/?). Next, consider
(B.24). The first factor is O, (N ~1/4T¢/2%9) by Lemma B.4(i). The second factor is 0,(N ~*/2*¢) by Lemma B.1,
so the product is o, (N ~3/4+(/2+8) — , (N=1/2) because § can be chosen to satisfy § +£(3/2) < 1/4.

Finally, consider (B.25):

T - (7B = () = () = ()
= Ay - (ﬁi (FA) - Td)) - (R - T(A*))) (B.26)
+(1 - An) - (ﬁi (FA) - (@A) - (FaY) - T(A*))) : (B.27)

Because Ay is binary and o,(1), it follows that Ax = 0,(N~'/?), and thus (B.26) is 0,(N~'/?). Next, (B.27) is
equal to

(1-Ax)- (Jé S UX € A} - (F(X0) - (X)) — NL 3 Xi € A} - (F(X) - T(Xi))>

A =1 A =1

-1 R@?N > UXi € A/AT} (R(X0) — 7(X0) (B.28)
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1- Ay &

N Z X, e A"/A} - (7(X)) — 7(X))). (B.29)
Consider (B.28):
! R@?N X € A/AT} (F(X) — (X)) < NLA 31X € A/AT} - [F(X) - (X0)

N
1 .

<— ) {X:i € A/A"} sup|7(z) —T(x
Nz ;:1 { /A}-sup|7(@) = 7(2)]

N jpx
_ if/f 'Slelg 1#(z) — 7(z)| = O, (N71/4+5/2+5) -0, (N71/2+5) =0, (N73/4+5(3/2)+5) =0, (N71/2) )
A x

B.29) is 0,(N~?) by the same argument. [J
P Y g

Lemma B.6 Suppose that for some 0 < & < 1/4, sup,ex e (0,1} |fw () —pw (T)] = 0p(N7H2€) and sup, oy |é(z)—
e(x)] = op(NY2) and that infrex e(z) - (1 — e(x)) > 0. Then for A(z) = e(z) - (1 — e(x)) and \(z) =

é(z) - (1 - é()),
(’TA'S\ —7‘5\) — (’f')\ —7‘)\) = Op (Nil/z) .
Proof: By the rate of the convergence of é(x) to e(x), it follows that sup, x IA(z) = Az)| = o, (Nfl/zﬂ) , and

in combination with the positive lower bound on A(z) it follows that

-1

1 o T
—_ (X _ | = ) — —1/24e
(N ;A(XZ)> (N ; A(XZ)> oy (N ).
By the rate of the convergence of fiu(x) to pw(x), it follows that sup,cx |[7(z) — 7(x)| = 0p (Nfl/zﬂ) . Then

EVTANX) - (F(X) —7(X3) £ TN ANX) - (F(X) — 7(X))

¥ Tty AX3) & Lty A(Xa)

LA SN A (X (X)) A SN A - (7(X) — (X))

(75 —75) — (Ta =) =

3N, AX) - 2N A

ENTMX) - (F(X) —7(X3) 2N ANX) - (F(X) - 7(X))
% Zivﬂ )‘(Xi) % Zivﬂ )‘(Xi)

[g0) (380
(




and
Py, w,z) =
(5 ) (50 i) (0 ) )

Lemma B.7 (ASYMPTOTIC LINEARITY)
Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 and 6.1-6.3 hold. Then

VN - (é_es) = LNng(m,Wi,Xi) + 0p(1).

Proof: We apply Theorem 4.1 in Imbens and Ridder (2006). Define the vector Y as

YW
Y= vYv.-a-w) |,
w

and define the functions w: X - R, g: X — R?, and m : R® — R:

(@) = Aa)
i 91(2) E[Y - W|X =] (@) -e(@)
o) =EF1X =a] = | o) | = [ ENV-0-W)X=a] | = | pole)- (1 =e(a)) |
9:(2) E[W|X = o] ()
m(z) = z1/z3 — z2/(1 — z3).
Then
0 =Elw(X) mg(X)), s = 1 D wlX) mlg(X.),

and
5 PICCORICEN)

Assumptions 3.1-3.2 and 6.1-6.3 imply Assumptions 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, and 4.2 in Imbens and Ridder (2006). Then by
Theorem 4.1 in Imbens and Ridder (2006) we have

VR (6-0) = \/Lﬁ i W(X,) gg (90)) (¥ = 9(3)) + = i W(X.) (m(g(X2)) - 0) + 0p(1),
Thus

VN - (é—es) =VN- (é —9) +VN-(0-0s) = LNZV;W()Q) : gZ?(g(X)) (f/—g(X)) +op(1).
Because

om 1/g3(X) 1/e(X)
o (9(X)) = ~1/(1 - gs(X)) = —1/(1 - e(X)) :
g —91(X)/g3(X) = g2(X)/(1 - g5(X))? —1(X)/e(X)? = po(X)/(1 — (X))

. Y -W—g(X) Y W —m(X)- e(X)
V—g(X)=| Y- (1-W)—g(X) | =| YV -(1=W)—p(X)-(1-e(X)) |,

and

W — g3(X) W —e(X)
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we have

):

VN - (é —0s

+op(1).
O

Lemma B.8 (ASYMPTOTIC NORMALITY)
Suppose Assumptions 3.1-3.2 and 6.1-6.3 hold. Then

VN - (F(AY) = 7(AT)) < N (0, q(iv) B {ﬁ%) + 1"_(2)5(()2,) ‘ X e A*D .

Proof: By Lemma B.7, independent sampling, and because the second moment of ¢(Y, W, X) exists, it follows
that

VN - (0 —0s) — N (0,E [¢(Y, W, X)?]) .

In addition, N} /N £ g(A*), so that

VI (A7) = 7(8) = VI - (0 05) $N(0, o -E[as(Y,W,X)Z]).
Because
(28 o) (20 w857+ 25) -
=FE (% —M(X)>2 X e A"
o a[(5onin)- (2R
2| (G ) (557 75 07 e(X”‘X e

X e A"

B (w_w(x)f

1—e(X)

e[ (R ) (85 88 -

" ((ﬁ%)ﬂ*f(f}))~<W—e<x>>) X eA”
— U%(X) 2 .l—e(X) .
fIE{ () + pi(X) o) ‘XGA}

FE[2 - po(X) - pa (X)X € A"]

o 2'“°(X)'“1(X)+2'ﬂf(X)'1;(;{;()‘2(61&&*}

+E 1":’53)(()2,) + (X)) - 1i(‘:&) ‘ Xe A*}
-E 2-,u(2)(X)~%—FZ#MX}#NX)‘XGA’“}
+E -2~uo(X)'u1(X)+uf(X)~ 1;(;{;() + pp(X) - li(‘:&,)‘x € A*}



‘X S A*} ,
it follows that

E [¢(Y, W, X)?] = q(A")-

Y-w Y-(1-W) pm(X) | po(X) ’
(e —e0) - (et - o) - (M + 265) 0¥ - 000
2 2
. oi(X) | _oo(X) .
=q(A")-E XeA
o) B S+ 12 | x e
and the result in the Lemma follows. O
Proof of 6.1: This follows directly from Lemmas B.5 and B.8 OJ
The proofs of Theorems 6.2-6.6 are omitted here in the interest of space. They are available on the web (Crump,
Hotz, Imbens and Mitnik, 2006b).
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Table 1: VARIANCE RATIOS FOR BETA DISTRIBUTIONS

v — 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0
B=05 Vs(1,8)/Vsar.0) 13.38 11.68 13.28 13.71 13.83 13.54 1324 12.83
V500107 8)/Vsams(r:8) 170 164 170 171 170 166 163 1.58
V501007, 8)/Vsa@m(1,8) 100 100 100 1.00 1.01 101 103 1.04
B=1. Vs(%,8)/Vsar.(B8) 268 241 265 297 313 328 3.36
V50017, 8)/Vs.a(r8 (7 B) 139 1.36 1.39 144 1.46 147 147
V501007, 8)/Vs.a(r8(7: B) .00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.01 101
B=15 Vs(v,8)/Vsar.s5) 134 1.28 134 141 146 151
V50017, 8)/Vs.a(r8 (7 B) 119 117 119 123 1.25 1.26
V501007, 8)/Vs.ar 57 8) .00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
B=20 Vs(1,8)/Vsar.0) 111 1.09 111 115 116
V500107 8)/Vs.a(e8(7: 8) .09  1.08 1.09 1.13 1.12
V501007, 8)/Vs.ar 57, 5) .00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
B=25 Vs(,8)/Vsar.s5) 1.04 1.04 1.04 1.06
V0017 8)/Vsa(y,p)(7, B) .04  1.04 1.04 1.06
V01007, 8)/Vsa(y,s)(7, B) 1.00  1.00 1.00  1.00
B=30 Vs(v,8)/Vsar.s5) .02 1.04 1.02
V0017 8)/Vsa(y,p)(7, B) 1.02 1.04 1.02
V01007, 8)/Vsa(y,s)(7, B) 1.00  1.02  1.00
B=35 Vs(v,8)/Vsa.s(,0) 1.02  1.02
V50017, 8)/Vs,a(y,0(7:5) .02 1.02
V01007, 8)/Vsa(y,s)(7, B) 1.00  1.00
ﬁ =4.0 VS(Vaﬁ)/VS,a(%ﬁ)(Vaﬁ) 1.02
V50017 8)/Vs.a(y,8(7: B) 1.02
V501007, 8)/Vs,a.8(7, 6) 1.00
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Table 2: COVARIATE BALANCE FOR LALONDE DATA

Mean Stand. Mean Normalized Dif. in Treat. and Contr. Ave’s
Dev. Contr. Treat. All [t-Stat] « <e(z) Optimal Prop. Score,
<1—a Weights Weighted

age 34.23 10.50 34.85 25.82 -0.86  [-16.0] -0.18 -0.08 -0.12
educ 11.99  3.05 12.12 10.35 -0.58  [-11.1] -0.04 -0.25 -0.35
black 0.29 0.45 0.25 0.84 1.30  [21.0] 0.20 -0.79 -0.70
hispanic 0.03 0.18 0.03 0.06 0.15 [1.5] 0.07 0.27 0.37
married 0.82 0.38 0.87 0.19 -1.76  [-22.8] -0.81 -0.01 -0.08
unempl 74 0.13 0.34 0.09 0.71 1.85  [18.3] 0.78 -0.23 -0.26
uenmpl 75 0.13 0.34 0.10 0.60 1.46  [13.7] 0.51 -0.18 -0.18
earn 74 18.23 13.72 19.43 2.10 -1.26  [-38.6] -0.20 0.78 1.19
earn ’75 17.85 13.88  19.06 1.53 -1.26  [-48.6] -0.14 0.47 0.90
Prop. Score 0.07  0.20 0.02 0.68 3.22  [29.9] 1.90 1.86 2.15
Log Odds Ratio -7.87  4.91 -8.53 1.08 1.96  [53.6] 0.42 0.48 0.56

Table 3: ESTIMATES AND ASYMPTOTIC STANDARD ERRORS FOR LALONDE DATA

ATE ATEgo ATEqg19 OSATE OWATE ATT ATTpo ATTp10 OSATT

Est.  -14.75 4.97 -0.74 -1.17 -0.19 2.67 2.67 -0.30 -1.43
(s.e.) 637.90 2.09 1.26 1.69 1.29 2.58 2.58 1.82 2.08




Table 4: SUBSAMPLE SIZES FOR LALONDE DATA

OSATE (a=10.066) e(z)<a a<ez)<l—-a l—-a<e(z) Al
Controls 2302 183 5 2490
Treated 9 129 47 185
All 2311 312 52 2675
ATEg 10 e(r)<a a<er)<l—-a l—a<e(z) Al
Controls 2354 128 8 2490
Treated 12 98 75 185
All 2366 226 83 2675
ATEq.01 e(r)<a a<e(r)<l—a l-a<e(z) Al
Controls 1999 491 0 2490
Treated 3 182 0 185
All 2002 673 0 2675






