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Appendix B

Indexes of Physical Output, with Basic Data
on Quantity, Value and Price of Products,
Census Years, 1899-1937

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This appendix consists of a set of tables giving unadjusted and ‘ad-
justed indexes of the physical output of individual manufacturing
industries, of major groups of manufacturing industries, and of all
manufacturing industries combined; and basic underlying data on
the quantity, value and price of the products of the individual
industries.

The method of construction of the indexes has been described
briefly in Chapter 2 and in detail in Appendix A. The basic data on
products are presented in a form as detailed as that used in the com-
putation of the indexes. Footnotes to the tables indicate the per-
. centages of coverage in each industry (the aggregate value of the
products included in the computation of the indexes, expressed as a
percentage of the total value of the products of the industry), specify
the base-periods used in the computation of the indexes,* and men-
tion incomparabilities, gaps and other limitations of the data. The
data on products listed for an industry cover not only the output of
the industry concerned but also the output of the same commodi-
ties in other industries, unless otherwise noted.®

The quantities of output of some products, as the footnotes indi-
cate, are “estimated in part.” In such cases the quantity of only a
portion of a particular product was reported, and the entire quan-
tity of the product was estimated by division of the entire value of
the product by the average price of the portion of the product for
which the quantity was reported. Occasionally the estimate was
worked out in this way by the Bureau of the Census itself.

In most instances we give values in millions of dollars, with a
sufficient number of decimals to provide at least 3 significant figures.

1 We chose the years 1909, 1919 and 1929 as base-periods, except when the
nature of the available data made it necessary or more convenieint to use other

ears.
2See Appendix A for a discussion of “primary” and “secondary” products.
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Quantities and average prices also are shown with a sufficient num-
ber of decimals to provide at least 3 significant figures. In our
original computations we used 5 significant figures.

In the 1933 Census a short schedule was used for small establish-
ments in many industries, and as'a consequence the 1933 data on
their products are not altogether complete. Since the Bureau of
the Census published two sets of 1931 data for these industries, one
complete and comparable with the data for all years except 1933,
and one incomplete and comparable with the data for 1933, we
computed the 1933 index on the 1931 base and spliced it to the
1931 index on the 1929 base. The 1983 figures, and the 1931 figures
comparable with them, were published by the Bureau of the Census
in round thousands; for this reason some of these data are expressed
in our tables in a fewer number of significant figures than are the
data for other years.

The tabulations for individual industries are arranged by indus-
trial grOups and are presented in alphabetical order within each
group. A table at the end of all but two groups gives the adjusted and
unadjusted group indexes and the underlying percentages of cover-
age. The exceptions are machinery and miscellaneous products, for
which no adequate group indexes could be computed. The value
added weights, which we have used in combining the indexes of
individual industries in order to derive the group indexes, appear in
Appendix C, below.

The last tabulation in this appendix presents the adjusted and un-
adjusted indexes for all manufacturing industries combined, com-
puted in two different ways, with notes on percentages of coverage.

The following abbreviations recur frequently both in the tables
and in the footnotes to them:

ne.c. not elsewhere classified

n.e.m. not elsewhere made
n.e.d. not elsewhere done

q physical quantity of product

v value of product

p value of product per unit of
physical quantity (v =+ q)

th. thousand

mil.  million

bil. billion

gr. gross

t. ton

Lt. long ton

C. case
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std.c. standard case

lin. linear )
5q. square

ea. each

pr. pair

b.m.  board measure
equiv. equivalent

Other abbreviations, such as 1b., gal., yd., doz., bbl,, are used in the
customary sense. Long tons are specified as indicated above; all other

references to tons apply to short tons, or to tons not defined by the
Census,
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