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tiveness of, 436—46; interactions between
abusers and victims and, 432-34; inti-
mate partner homicide and, 446-48; by
state, 433t. See also Domestic violence

Arrest rates: as deterrence variable for crime,
275, 276f; murders in Newark, NJ, and,
330-31, 331t, 332t

Arrests, for spousal abuse, experimental
evaluations for, 42631

Asset accumulation: determinants of,
16268, 164-66t; empirical analysis
of impact of internal conflict upon,
148-52

Asset deprivation, structural poverty and, 140

Asset losses: in Colombia, empirical anal-
ysis of, 145-46; crime and, 7-8; data
sources for studying, 141-42; determi-
nants of, 159-62, 160t; empirical anal-
ysis of impact of internal conflict upon,
148-52; from forced displacement,
152-62; housing, physical capital, and
land, 154, 155t; in internal conflicts,
137; land seizure and, 155-56

Asset recovery, 156-57

Assets: shocks and, 139; strategies to pre-
vent disposing of, during crises, 139-40

Australia, homicide rates in, 273, 273f

Average treatment effect (ATE), 423

Bogota: homicide rates in, 14; as landmark
for crime prevention, 50-51. See also
Colombia

Brazil. See Sao Paulo

Buenos Aires, crime study of: data for,
182-83; design for, 180-82; empirical
strategy for, 183-85; home robbery vic-
timization rates of, 187-88, 189f, 189t;
impact of victim adaptation on home
robbery in, 194-95; total victimization
rates of, 185-86, 186f, 187f, 187t; victim
adaptation in, 189-94, 190f, 190t, 191f,
191t; victimization rates of, 186-88,
188f, 188t

467
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Canada: homicide rates in, 273, 273f; num-
ber of executions and homicide rates
in, 281, 282f

Capital punishment, as deterrence variable
for crime, 280-81, 281f

Civil conflict. See Internal conflicts

Colombia: aggression against civilians in,
141; crime data for, 104—11; crime in,
102; data sets for, 142-44; displaced
households in, 146-48; drug trafficking
in, 141; empirical analysis of effects
of severe shocks on asset losses in,
144-68; empirical strategy and estima-
tion of effect of crime and violence on
house values and rental prices, 111-21,
113-17t; firms in, 74-76, 75t; forced
displacement in, 141; geographic dis-
tribution of firms in, 76, 77t; historical
perspective of violent crime in, 67—

70; history of civil conflict in, 141;
importance of social networks in, 148;
instrumenting crime rate in, 121-30;
kidnappings by year and department
for, 94-95t; literature on crime in, 102—
4; statistics on kidnappings and crimes
in, 70-76, 71t. See also Bogota; Inter-
nal conflicts; Kidnappings

Compstat (New York City), 338, 339-41

Cost channels, 8687, 89-90

Crack cocaine hypothesis, 293

Credit constraints channels, 86, 87-89

Crime: alternative determinants of, 284-92;
asset losses and, 7-8; Colombian lit-
erature on, 104; data for Buenos Aires
study of, 182-83; determinants of, 8-9;
determinants of, for Latin American
countries and comparison countries,
42-46, 44t; deterrence variables for,
274-84; different approaches to fight-
ing, 4-5; difficulty of estimating full
costs of, 7; economics of, in Latin
America, 6-10; economists’ knowledge
about, 269-70; effect of prison popu-
lation on, 327-28; estimating burden
of, 175-76; fighting, different ideologi-
cal traditions and, 4-5; as hindrance
to economic activity, 63—65; impact of,
across different groups, 8; incidence of,
demographic factors as determinant of,
41-42; incidence of, economic growth
as determinant of, 41; incidence of,
income inequality as determinant of,

41; incidence of, in Latin America,
21-22; intangible costs of, 25-27,
international evidence on, 10-14;
investment in study of, in Latin Amer-
ica, 3—4; Latin American production
of drugs and, 22; material costs of,
23-24; measurement error and, 28—
33; measuring magnitude of negative
consequences of, 23-24; multivariate
regressions of U.S., 295-97; nonmon-
etary dimensions of, 25; perverse effects
of, 27-28, 27t; possible calculation for
burden of, 195-97; reasons for different
rates of, across countries, 292-94; role
of prisons and, 9-10; theory of incen-
tives and, 11-14; victim-adaptation
model of, 179-80; welfare implications
of, 20, 23-28. See also Buenos Aires;
Mortality; Victimization rates; Vio-
lence

Crime-avoiding activities, data on, 176

Crime displacement, criminology studies of,
vs. economic studies of, 360

Crime distribution, 176-77

Crime effects, direct and indirect, 362—-63

Crime function, area-level, 362-63

Crime patterns, in Latin America, 33-40

Crime prevention: Bogota as landmark for,
50-51; Sao Paulo as landmark for,
51-53

Crime rates: descriptive statistics for, 29-30,
30t; incarceration rates and, 4647,
increase in income inequality and, 47,
in Latin America, 2-3, 2f, 3f; from vic-
timization surveys, by country, 33-35,
36-37t; from victimization surveys, for
world regions, 33-35, 35t

Crime reporting rates, 29; correlation
between development and, 30-33, 32t;
income per capita and, 29-30, 31f;
institutional development and, 33, 34f

Crime studies, 421-22

Criminals, economists vs., 408—10

Criminology, 1; use of randomized experi-
ments and, 421

Death penalty, as crime deterrent, 12—13.
See also Execution

Death penalty laws: impact of, 393-401,
394t; panel data for, 398-401

Death row, average duration on, 401-2, 401t

Demand channels, 86, 87
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Demographic composition, homicide rates
and, 4647

Demographic factors, as determinant of
incidence of crime, 41-42, 43-45, 44t

Design-based studies (DBS), 421-25

Deterrence, crime scholarship and, 422

Deterrent variables, for crime, 27484

Diadema, Brazil, 52

Displaced households, in Colombia, 14648

Displacement. See Forced displacement

Domestic violence: experimental approaches
to, 446-50; experimental evaluations
for arrests for, 426-31; experiments of,
436; reporting of, victims and, 434-36.
See also Mandatory arrest laws

Drug enforcement-generates-violence
hypothesis, 293-94

Drug prohibition, use of violence to resolve
disputes and, 292-94

Drugs: association between murder and,
in Newark, NJ, 334-35, 335t, 336t;
crime and, 10; implications of Latin
American production, for organized
crime and institutional stability, 22

Economic growth, as determinant of inci-
dence of crime, 41, 43, 44t

Economics and law, as field of study, 1

Economists, criminals vs., 408—10

Education programs, prison-based: in
Argentina, 241-42; conceptual frame-
work for estimating impact of, 245-47;
data, 249-53; estimating propensity
to participate in, 260—63; formal,
behavior in prisons and, 9—10; probit
estimates for, 253-60; requirements of,
for inmates, 248-49. See also Prisons;
Quality of life

Emergency Humanitarian Aid (EHA), 143—
44, 143n4

Execution, risk of, 401-5. See also Death
penalty

Execution rates, by state, 391t

Experimental approaches, 424-25; to stud-
ies of domestic violence, 44650

Experiments, in policy debates, 421

Familial abuse, 448

Fertility, mortality and, 25

Field experiments, 421-22

Firm investment. See Investment, firm
Firms: directly affected by kidnappings,

80-81, 82t; foreign, and kidnapping
of foreign citizens, 83-85, 83t; kidnap-
pings that target, 79-80. See also For-
eign firms

Forced displacement, in Colombia, 141;
asset losses from, 152-62, 153t; em-
pirical analysis of, 145-46; unemploy-
ment rates and, 157-58

Foreign citizens, kidnapping of, 83-85, 83t

Foreign firms, kidnapping of foreign citizens
and, 83-85, 83t. See also Firms

Formal policy evaluations, difficulty of, 4

Gallup World Poll, 2

Guerilla-related violence, 141

Guns: prices and availability of, in Newark,
NJ, 335-38, 337t; suicides by, in NJ,
337,337t

Gunshot wounds, U.S. cost of, 102

Heterogeneity, 449

Home robbery: impact of security devices
on, 196t; impact of victim adaptation
on, 194-95

Homicide rates: across countries, 273,
274t; between 15 and 24, for selected
Latin American countries, 3940,
40f; changes in age structures and,
46-47; determinants of, 386-93, 387t,
388t, 390t, 392t, 402t, 403t, 404t; due
to violence, 19-20, 21t; impact of death
penalty laws on, 393-401, 394t, 399t,
400t; in Latin America, 2—3; for selected
Latin American countries, 37-39, 38f;
in world regions, 19-20, 20t. See also
Newark, New Jersey; Sao Paulo

Homicides: estimates of effects of explana-
tory variables on, 47-50, 48t; intimate
partner, mandatory arrest laws and,
446-48; risks of committing, 382-86;
for various countries, 274t. See also
Crime; Newark, New Jersey; Sao
Paulo

“Hot spot” policing strategies, 360

Housing values, effect of crime and violence
on, in Colombia, 111-21, 113-17t

Human capital, structural poverty and, 140

Incarceration rates: cross-country compari-
sons of, 278, 279f; as deterrence vari-
able for crime, 276-80; estimates of
effects, on homicides, 47-50, 48t; of
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Incarceration rates (continued)
Sao Paulo, 219; for United States, 277—
78, 278f

Incarceration rates, crime rates and, 4647,
48t

Incentives: conclusions for, 410-14, 411-12t;
data on, 381; empirical model of, 381—
86; rationality and reaction to, 379-81;
theory of, crime and, 11-14

Income inequality: as determinant of inci-
dence of crime, 41, 47, 48t; estimates of
effects, on homicides, 47-50, 48t

Income per capita, crime reporting rates
and, 29-30, 31f

Income per capita, estimates of effects, on
homicides, 47-50, 48t

Index of quality of life (ICV), 106, 106n9

Index of Unsatisfied Basic Needs (NBI), 106

Industry tradability, 87, 87t

Inequality. See Income inequality

InfoCrim, 52, 208

Institutional development, crime reporting
rates and, 33, 34f

Instrumental variables, 423

Intangible costs, of crime, 25-27

Internal conflicts: asset losses in, 137; costs
of, 138; empirical analysis of impact of,
upon asset losses and asset accumula-
tion, 148-52; history of, in Colombia,
141; illegal appropriation and, 140—41;
structural poverty legacy of, 137-38.
See also Colombia; Poverty traps

International Crime Victim Survey (ICVS),
23,29

Investment, firm: crime as hindrance for,
63-65; cross-country regressions link-
ing kidnappings and, 65-67; kidnap-
pings and, 79-80, 79t; limitations of
analysis of, 85-86

Jewels, avoiding use of, 193-94, 193f, 194t

Kidnappings, 7; cost channels and, 8687,
89-90; credit constraints channel and,
86, 87-89; cross-country regressions
linking, and investment, 65-67; de-
mand channels and, 86, 87, 88t; em-
pirical strategy to measure firm invest-
ment and, 76-78; firm investment and,
79-80, 79t; firms directly affected by,
80-81, 82t; of foreign citizens, and for-
eign firms, 83-85, 83t; limitations of

analysis of, 85-86; in other industries,
81-83; in same industry, 81-83; statis-
tics on, for Colombia, 70-76, 71t; that
target firms, 79-80; by year and depart-
ment, for Colombia, 94-95t. See also
Colombia

Land seizure, losses from, 154-55

Latin America: costs of violence in, 3; costs
of violence in, vs. U.S., 28; crime pat-
terns in, 33—40; crime rates in, 23,
2f, 3f; deaths due to violence in, 23;
economics of crime in, 6-10; exception-
alism of, 5; explanations for excessively
high crime rates in, 22, 40-46; field of
law and economics and, 1-2; homicide
rates between 15 and 24, by selected
countries, 39-40, 40f; homicide rates
in, 2-3; homicide rates in, by selected
countries, 37-39, 38f; implications of
drug production in, for organized crime
and institutional stability, 22; incidence
of crime in, 21-22; investments in
learning about crime and effectiveness
of police in, 4; variations in homicides
in cities of, 13—14. See also specific city
or country

Latinbarometer survey, 2-3

Law, rule of, 43, 43n7

Law and economics, as field of study, 1

Lead, exposure to, homicide rates and, 287—
91, 290-91f, 292f

Local average treatment effect (LATE), 423,
425

London. See Operation Theseus (London)

Mandatory arrest laws: cost of reporting
abuse to police and, 432-33; domestic
abusers and, 431-36; estimates on
effectiveness of, 436-46; interactions
between abusers and victims and, 432—
34; intimate partner homicide and,
446-48; by state, 433t. See also Domes-
tic violence

Mandatory arrests, 13

Measurement error, crime and, 28—-33

Mexico, homicide rates in, 39

Minnesota Domestic Violence Experiment
(MDVE), 13, 426-31

Misery Index, 106, 106n9

Mortality: due to violence, 24-25, 26f; due
to violence, for Latin American coun-
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tries and comparison countries, 42-46;
fertility and, 25. See also Crime; Vio-
lence

Murder rates. See Homicide rates

Murders. See Homicides

Narrow-estimation bias, 326

Newark, New Jersey: account for increase
in murder in, 333; arrest rates and mur-
ders in, 330-31, 331t, 332t; association
between drugs and murder in, 334-35,
335t, 336t; gun prices and availability
and murders in, 335-38; mechanics of
murder in, 211-319; model of preemp-
tive murder for, 316-26; murder rate
of, 309-11, 310f; murders in, 305-9;
policies to reduce murder in, 338-41;
policy suggestions for reducing murders
in, 342-44; prison populations and
murders in, 331-32, 332t; reasons for
increase in murders in, 329-38; ways
gunshot wounds became more lethal in,
344-50; witness intimidation in, 333.
See also Homicides

Nonlinearity prediction bias, 326

Operation Ceasefire (Boston), 338-39, 369
70; comparison of estimated effects
with those in literature, 371-73; de-
scriptive statistics for, 366t, 368-69; di-
rect crime effects of, 369t; empirical
models of, 367—68; indirect crime
effects of—spatial displacement, 370,
371t; indirect crime effects of -temporal
displacement, 370-71, 372t

Operation Theseus (London), 361; July 2005
terror attacks and, 363-65; data, 365—
67; year-on-year changes in police and
crime and, 366t

Police force: economic literature examining
effects of, 395; increase in number of
crime rates and, 48t; increase in number
of, estimates of effects, on homicides,
48t, 49-50; investment in studying
about, in Latin America, 3—4; size of,
as deterrence variable for crime, 275—
76, 277f, 328; strength of, murders in
Newark, NJ, and, 332

Police interventions: indirect effects of,
359-60

Policy evaluations, difficulty of formal, 4

Posner, Richard, 1

Poverty traps, 6—7; asset accumulation
dynamics and, 138-41. See also Inter-
nal conflicts

Preemptive murder, model of, 316-26; pre-
diction biases of, 326-29

Prison populations: effect of, on crime,
327-28; murders in Newark, NJ, and,
331-32,332t

Prisons: formal education programs and
behavior in, 9-10; quality of life in,
239-43; role of, crime and, 9-10. See
also Education programs

Private security: household’s willingness to
pay for, in U.S., 102-3; victim adapta-
tion and, 189-90, 190f, 190t

Project Exile (Richmond, VA), 338, 339-40

Property crimes, 284

Property rights, systems for defining and
enforcing, crime rates and, 292-93

Protection, data on, 176

Public policies, development and design of,
421-22

Quality of life: index of (ICV), 106, 106n9;
in prisons, 239-43. See also Education
programs; Prisons

Quasi-experimental approaches, 424-25,
449

Race and Urban Politics Data Set (RUPD),
142-43

Randomized controlled trials (RCTs), 421,
424, 425

Randomized experiments, 421

Random Utility Theory (RUT) System, 143

Reporting conventions, variations in crime
across countries and, 292

Repressive policies, as determinant of inci-
dence of crime, 42, 44t, 45-46

Right to carry concealed gun (RTC) laws,
284-85

Risks, of committing murders, 382-86

Rule of law, 43, 43n7

Sado Paulo: crime in, vs. rest of Brazil, 213—
15; demographic explanations for de-
crease in homicides in, 222-32; drop in
homicides in, 207-10; gun control mea-
sures in, 221-22; homicide data for,
210-11; homicide rates in, 14; incarcer-
ation rates of, 219; as landmark for
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Sao Paulo (continued)
crime prevention, 51-53; municipal
crime interventions in, 219-21; over-
view of crime in, 211-13; policy inter-
ventions of, 218-21

Security: household’s willingness to pay for,
in U.S., 102-3; victim adaptation and,
189-90, 190f, 190t

Security devices, impact of, on home rob-
bery, 196t

Sentencing, variations in, as crime deter-
rents, 12-13

Shocks, assets and, 139

Social capital, structural poverty and, 140

Social costs, of violence, 27t

Social networks, importance of, 148

Spousal abuse. See Domestic violence

Structural estimation, 422, 424-25

Structural poverty: asset deprivation and,
140; initial conditions and, 139; legacy
of, from internal conflicts, 137-38;
sociodemographic characteristics
related to, 140

Suicides, by firearm, in New Jersey, 337, 337t

Theory-based studies (TBS), 421-25

Unemployment rates, displacement and,
157-58

United Kingdom: homicide rates in, 273,
273f; number of executions and homi-
cide rates in, 281, 282f; per average
victim costs of crime in, 102

United States: cost of gunshot wounds
in, 102; cost of violence in, vs. Latin
America, 28; household’s willingness
to pay for security in, 102-3; incarcera-
tion rate of, 277-78, 278f; multivariate
regressions of crime rates in, on poten-

tial determinants, 295-97; murder and
homicide rates in, 271-72, 272f, 310f;
number of executions and homicide
rates in, 280, 281f; percentage change
in murders of large cities in, 309, 310f;
violent and property crime rates in,
271, 271f

Unsatisfied Basic Needs (NBI) index of, 106

Victim adaptation, 189-94; alarms and, 19t,
190-91, 191f; impact of, on home rob-
bery, 194-95; theoretical illustration of
crime with, 179-80. See also Buenos
Aires

Victimization rates, 176; at home and in
street, for Buenos Aires, 186-88; pre-
vious empirical work on, 178; total, for
Buenos Aires, 185-86

Victimization surveys: crime rates from, by
country, 33-35, 36-37t; crime rates
from, for world regions, 33-35, 35t;
scarcity of, 4

Violence: costs of, in Latin America, 3; costs
of, U.S. vs. Latin America, 28; deaths
due to, in Latin America, 23; explana-
tions for excessively high rates of, in
Latin America, 22; guerilla-related,
141; industrial organization of, 10-11;
mortality due to, 24-25, 26f, 42-46;
possible explanations for differences
in, 21; present value of social costs of,
from reduced life expectancy, 24-26,
25f; rational choice perspective of, 21;
social costs of, 27t; welfare implications
of, 20. See also Crime; Mortality

Witness intimidation, in Newark, New Jer-
sey, 333



