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“Fatal Years: Child Mortality in Late Nineteenth-Century America
is an impressive example of the appropriate use of advanced
techniques of statistical and demographic analysis to provide
significant new information and to correct former mistaken ideas
about mortality among children just before the beginning of this
century.

“An authoritative discussion of medical knowledge, medical
practices. and sanitary conditions at the end of the nineteenth
century is particularly illuminating. This book will be useful to so-
cial historians as well as to statisticians and demographers.”
—Ansiey |. Coale. Princeton University

“This is an extremely important contribution to our understand-
ing of early twentieth-century childhood mortality. The new data
and the analysis thar follows forces everyone to reconsider our
previous work and statements about U.S. mortality in that period.
It will quickly become the standard work in the field.

“The book is unusually well-written for both the specialist and
the general reader. Historians without any quantitative training
will be able to foillow the logic and overall themes of the work.”

-Maris A. Vinovskis, University of Michigan

“This book will be the standard by which future books in Ameri-
can demographic history will be judged. It represents a tremen-
dous advance in the field—a giant step forward in understanding
our demographic roots.”

-Lileen M. Crimmins. University of Southern California
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