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Data sources: AFDC data, 200; for analysis
of public policy influence on youth
smoking, 89-93; Behavioral Risk Fac-
tor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 140,
148-49; census data, 360-65; Chicago
homicide data, 327, 360-61; city sur-
veys, 149; Current Population Survey
(CPS), 131, 132, 44041, 447; Drug
Abuse Warning Network (DAWN),
280; Epidemiological Catchment Area
study, 280; Fatal Accident Reporting
System (FARS), 123, 127, 135, 139,
153; General Social Survey (GSS),
257, 440, 458-62; Health Behaviour in
School-Aged Children Study (HBSC),
377, Illegal Drug Pricel Parity Report
(IDPPR), 290-91, 296; Monitoring
the Future (MTF), 271, 274, 289-90,
302-6, 375, 37980, 422-35; National
Abortion and Reproductive Rights Ac-
tion League (NARAL), 200; National
Automotive Sampling Survey (NASS),
133; National Center for Health Sta-
tistics (NCHS), 487; National Co-
morbidity Study, 280; National Crime
Victimization Survey (NCVS), 330n3,
332; National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey (NHANES), 485-
92,497, 512, 515; National Hospital
Discharge Survey, 227; National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse
(NHSDA), 271; National Longitudinal

Study of Adolescent Health (NLSAH),
337, 356; National Longitudinal Sur-
vey of Adolescent Health (Add-
Health), 188, 201, 223, 227, 239, 260;
National Longitudinal Survey of
Youth (NLSY), 282, 327, 330, 333,
336-38, 348-50, 356-57, 376, 377,
386, 413, 418-20, 440, 447; National
Personal Transportation Survey, 128,
131, 132; National Survey of Family
Growth (NSFG), 175-82; School En-
rollment Supplements, CPS, 441; to
study youth risky behavior, 2, 814, 24;
System to Retrieve Information from
Drug Evidence (STRIDE), 290; TANF
data, 200; Vital Statistics, 222, 226-27;
Vital Statistics Natality data, 71;
Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance
System (YRBSS)

Decision making: differences between adult
and youth, 4-5; discount factor in
youth, 37-46; economic incentives in
youth, 21-23; evidence of adult, 35—
36; evidence related to youth, 33-36;
modeling youth, 6-7; teen sexuality,
183-85; undervaluing the future, 456—
57. See also Risk taking

Depression: correlation with suicide, 234
37; determinants among teens of, 248—
54; as factor in suicide attempts, 239—
48; factors leading to youth, 234-36

Dietary recall. See Nutrition status

Discounting: economic definition, 37-38;
heuristic, 38-39; in youth decision
making, 37-46. See also Projection
bias

Drinking, teen: coefficient stability of par-
ticipation (1976, 1986, 1996), 424-35;
effect of alcohol-control policies on,
376; effect of environment on, 383—
413; incidence in United States, 375—
78; international comparison, 377;
means and definitions from MTF, 422
23; potential for forming drinking
habit, 413-20; probability of persis-
tence and habit, 413—-16; relation of
socioeconomic characteristics to
bingeing and, 387-97; social influ-
ences, 412-13; in states with low MPA,
376; trends in, 379-83; twelfth-graders’
thirty-day prevalence of bingeing and
(1976-96), 379-83. See also Bingeing,
teen; Drunk-driving policies; Mini-
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mum legal drinking age (MLDA); Min-
imum purchase age (MPA)

Driving behavior: factors influencing teens’,
130-32; under influence of alcohol,
278-79; under influence of marijuana,
278-179. See also Drunk-driving pol-
icies

Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA):
Domestic Cannabis Eradication and
Suppression Program, 294; Partnership
for a Drug Free America, 276; price
data from publications of, 290-91

Drug use: correlation between marijuana
and hard drug use, 274-77, 281-83;
marijuana use relative to all, 272-73;
National Household Survey of Drug
Abuse (NHSDA), 72-73; teen use of
alcohol, 375-76; trends in prevalence
of teen (1975-98), 276. See also
Marijuana

Drunk-driving policies: driving with spe-
cific BAC, 149-50, 159-61; effective-
ness of, 150, 161-62; license revoca-
tion, 150, 159-61

Education: effect of aggregate variables on
outcomes of, 473-80; effect of family
background on outcomes of, 459-64;
effect of local variables on outcomes
of, 464-73; as human capital invest-
ment, 452-57; to reduce risky behav-
ior, 64; trends in completion of, 441-52

Educational levels: decomposition of trends
in school completion, 457-80; inci-
dence of GED certification, 447-48;
measures by year of birth of com-
pleted, 449-52; of parents as determi-
nant of seat belt use, 142-43; of par-
ents as determinant of youth smoking,
76-79, 105-7; of teen mothers, 209

Excise taxes: estimates of effect of beer tax
on drinking and bingeing, 383-432;
federal and state alcohol, 383-84;
state-level tax on beer, 38485

Fatalities, motor vehicle: alcohol-related
teen, 122; daytime and nighttime, 136—
38; decline in teen (1982-97), 130-42;
distribution for three age groups
(1998), 124-25; historical and cross-
sectional data of teen, 123-32; male
and female teen (1982-97), 130-31;
males as occupants of cars (1982-97),

130, 142; passenger-vehicle-occupant
(1983, 1990, 1995), 129; percent
change in passenger-vehicle-occupant
(1983, 1990, 1995), 129-30; reduced
risk with seat belt use, 142, 146; for
teens (1975-97), 122-32; for three age
groups (1975-97), 125-26

Fertility: costs of behavior related to, 198—
209; effect of welfare generosity on non-
marital, 187-88, 200, 205-7; factors
influencing teen behavior, 185-88; rela-
tion to labor market conditions, 186—
87, 205-8; teen rates in United States
and other industrialized countries
(1975-97), 173-74

Food insecurity. See Nutrition status

Food Stamp Program (FSP), 492-93, 516

FSP. See Food Stamp Program (FSP)

Government policy. See Laws/regulation;
Public policy

Health: as form of human capital, 496;
model of investment in, 496-97;
National Health Interview Survey
(NHIS), 71-73; of regular marijuana
users, 277-80; smoking-related illness,
70

Health Eating Index (HEI): components of
and uses for, 486-87; in model of nutri-
tion status measures, 497

Homicides: Chicago homicides by census-
tract-level panel data, 360—65; correla-
tion of youth suicide rates with youth
homicides, 229-30

Human capital: drinking as deficit in acqui-
sition of, 376; educational attainment
in accumulation of, 439; investment
model, 440, 452-57, 480; nutrition as
investment in formation of, 496-97

Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi-
ciency Act (1991), 141

Labor market activity: as alternative to juve-
nile crime, 335-36; of teen mothers,
209

Laws/regulation: antismoking policies, 92—
93,97, 103-4, 117-19; auto speed lim-
its, 150-51; minimum legal drinking
age (MLDA), 136, 149; minimum pur-
chase age (MPA), 376, 379-80, 383—
86, 391-96t, 397-412; NCI criteria for
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Laws/regulation (cont.)
rating state youth-access laws, 117-19;
Nutrition Labeling and Education Act
(1990), 494; nutrition programs, 504-7;
seat belt use, 145-50; traffic-safety poli-
cies, 145-62

Marijuana: developing dependence on,
280-81; effect of decriminalization on
demand for, 284-86; as gateway drug,
281-83; physical and cognitive effects
of using, 277-80; youth demand for,
283-88, 302-17

Marijuana use among youth: behavior asso-
ciated with, 4, 272-73; compared to
other illicit substance abuse, 272-77;
diminished psychomotor performance
with, 278-79; evidence of diminished
cognitive function with, 277-78; health
effects associated with, 279-80; per-
ceived risk of harm from use, 292-302

Marijuana use among youth model: harm
as endogenous variable, 294-95, 297;
price variable, 295-97; purity or po-
tency in demand function, 296-97; re-
gression analysis, 297-302

Minimum legal drinking age (MLDA):
movement calling for age twenty-one,
149; state laws related to, 136, 149

Minimum purchase age (MPA): effect of
policy for, 376, 384-86; estimates of
effect on drinking and bingeing, 391-
96t, 397-412; higher state-level (1980s),
379-80, 383

MLDA. See Minimum legal drinking age
(MLDA)

Monitoring the Future (MTF) surveys, 2, 8;
in analysis of public policy influence
on youth smoking, 89-90; determi-
nants of youth smoking (1976-97), 76—
79; trends in youth smoking (1976-97),
71-73

Motherhood, teen, 209-11

MPA. See Alcohol-control policies; Mini-
mum purchase age (MPA)

National Highway Transportation Safety
Administration (NHTSA) data, 123

National Personal Transportation Survey
(NPTS), 128

Nutrition: effects in adolescents of poor,
488-89, 496; factors influencing out-

comes of, 504—6; Nutrition Labeling
and Education Act (1990), 494

Nutrition programs: effect of school pro-
grams, 506-7; effects of participation
in, 504-5

Nutrition status: based on physical exami-
nations, 487-88; dietary recall, 485-87;
differences by gender, 512-14; differ-
ences by race and ethnicity, 506-12;
food insecurity, 484-85; measures
based on physical examinations, 487—
88. See also Obesity

Obesity: body-mass index as measure of,
487; effect of television watching on,
504—-6; international comparisons of
child, 494-95; long-term effects among
children, 488-89; trends in United
States, 489

Preferences: discounting future, 4653,
61-63; effect of projection bias on,
46-48; excessive myopia related to,
38-39; projection bias, 46—53; related
to education choices, 456—57; time-
inconsistent, 40-42; timing of gratifi-
cation of, 41-46. See also Projection
bias

Pregnancies, teen: costs to teens of, 198—
209; factors related to pregnancy risk,
189-91t, 197-98; incidence in United
States, 167-74; as problem in United
States, 167; teens at risk for, 181-82; in
United States and other industrialized
countries (1992-95), 174

Prices: data on marijuana prices, 290-92;
effect on levels of youth smoking, 87—
107; as factor in marijuana demand
and use, 283-86; price elasticity of de-
mand for marijuana, 317-19; related to
perceived harm from marijuana use,
294-302

Projection bias: evidence of effect of, 46—
48; formulation of, 48-49; leading to
errors, 49-51; relevance for youth, 51—
52; youth-to-adult, 52-53. See also Dis-
counting

Public policy: direct and indirect influence
on youth risk taking, 23-24; effective-
ness of criminal-justice system, 335,
365-70; effect of antismoking policy
on youth smoking, 74-76; effect of
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marijuana decriminalization, 284-85;
effect on levels of youth smoking, 87—
104; implications of behavioral eco-
nomics analyses for, 63-65; influences
on teen traffic fatalities, 149—62; mini-
mum purchase age (MPA), 376, 383—
413; potential effect on teen sexual be-
havior, 213-14; requiring seat belt use,
145-50; response to teen sexual activ-
ity without contraception, 212—13; role
in deterring youth smoking, 69-71. See
also Alcohol-control policies; Anti-
smoking policies; Drunk-driving poli-
cies; Laws/regulation; Seat belts;
Traffic-safety policies

Race: changing composition of teenage
population, 443; as determinant of
youth smoking, 76-79, 105-7; rates of
black teen suicide by, 232; sexual ac-
tivity and contraceptive use by, 175-
82; teen birthrates by (1988-98), 170
71,173

Risk taking: changes in incidence of youth
and adult, 14-20; developmental psy-
chology perspective on, 4—6; economic
incentives associated with, 10, 21-22;
effect of government policy on youth,
23-24; incidence among youths, 8—14;
link between youth and adult, 22-23;
proposed future work associated with
youth, 24-26

Risky behavior: behavioral model, 58-63;
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance
System (BRFSS), 109, 140; correlation
of adult and youth, 22-23; correlation
of youth smoking with other, 86-87;
differences between adult and youth,
31; excessive myopia associated with,
38-39; policy considerations related to,
63-64; rational-choice model, 5458,
61-63; relation to future preferences,
45-53; repeated risky choices, 53-60;
self-control, 44-45; social development
and reactions to, 4-5; trade-offs in, 37;
as traffic safety indicator, 143-45;
trends across time in adult, 18-20

Risky behavior, youth: bad-seed model of
decisions about, 13; conservation-of-
risk model of decisions about, 13; cor-
relation with adult risky behavior, 22—
23; costs of additional risk taking, 11,

13; effect of economic environment on,
21-22; future work, 24-25; importance
of incentives in, 21; incidence by age,
8-11; intensity in carrying out, 11-12;
negative externalities from, 30; trends
across time, 1418, 22

Roe v. Wade, 211

School dropouts: data sources for analysis
of, 440-41; incidence of return to con-
tinue or complete schooling, 447-48; re-
lation to marijuana use, 278; trends in,
441-52

School enrollment: correlation with com-
pletion of education, 447-48; data
sources for analysis of, 440; decompo-
sition of trends in, 457-80; rates for
young men and women, 441-46;
trends, 441-52

Seat belts: effect of mandatory laws for use
of, 145-50; rates of teen use of, 122; re-
duction of fatality risk, 142, 146; use
rates, 14041, 148

Sexual behavior: effect of AIDS epidemic
on, 187, 204, 206-8

Sexual behavior, teen: among girls, 175-82;
boys’ and girls’ use of contraception,
188-98; determinants of and factors
related to, 182-89; potential public
policy affecting, 213-14; related to
geographic cost differences, 201-9;
without contraception, 211-12

Sexuality: developmental models of, 184—
85; literature about teen, 182-88; teen
decision tree, 183-84

Smoking, adult: decline in (1990s), 69; im-
plications of youth smoking for future,
107-15

Smoking, youth: changes in coefficients
(1976, 1986, 1997), 81-84; characteris-
tics and attitudes of smokers, 76-87;
data sources for trends in, 71-74; deter-
minants of, 76-87; effect of changes in
attitudes related to, 86; effect of price
on incidence of, 74-76; increased inci-
dence of (1990s), 69—70; intertemporal
implications of, 107-15; previous litera-
ture on, 74—76; time-series trends in,
71-74. See also Antismoking policies

Smoking behavior: effect of tax on youths’
smoking, 112-15; illness related to, 70;
intertemporal correlation across co-
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Smoking behavior (cont.)
horts, 109-11. See also Antismoking
policies

Social development and reactions, 4—5

Suicide: adult, 219-20, 224-25, 261;
changes in state-level rates (1950-90),
260-63; factors influencing rise in
youth, 263-65

Suicide, youth: contagion theory, 255-56,
265; economic and social roots of,
219-24; geographical distribution in
United States, 230-32; instrumentality
theory, 257, 261; local spillovers, 223—
24; methods, 232-34; rates, 225-28;
rational or depression theory, 256,
267-68; strategic-suicide theory, 260,
265-67

Suicide attempts, youth: contagion theory,
233, 237-38, 248; distinction between
suicide and, 223; evidence, 239-50; in-
strumentality hypothesis, 234, 238-39;
parasuicide and deliberate self-harm,
227; racial and economic differences
in, 227t, 232; rates (1995), 227-28; ra-
tional or depression theory, 233-36,
241, 248-54; strategic-suicide theory,
233, 236-37, 241, 254, 265

Suicide rates: for youths (1950, 1990), 219-
20, 224-25

Taxation. See Alcohol (ethyl alcohol); Ex-
cise taxes

Television watching: effect on nutrition out-
comes, 504-6; teen depression related
to, 254

Traffic fatalities. See Fatalities, motor ve-
hicle

Traffic safety: teen choices, 142-45

Traffic-safety policies: to improve teen be-
havior, 145-62; literature about influ-
ences of, 149-53; state-level coverage
(1975-96), 151

Uniform Drinking Age Act (1984), 383

Vital Statistics Natality data, 90-93, 98—
105

Welfare: effect of generosity on teen fer-
tility, 187-88, 200, 205—7; hedonic
well-being as criterion for, 37-38

Well-being: hedonic, 37-38; instantaneous
utility, 32; overall, 32

Youth-Access Index (YAI), 117-19

Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System
(YRBSS), 140

Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS), 2, §;
in analysis of public policy influence
on youth smoking, 98, 89-93, 98-105;
trends in youth smoking (1991-97),
72-73



