
 
Research Assistant – Health Policy Impact Lab 

 
Professor Zack Cooper, Yale University 

 
The Tobin Center for Economic Policy is committed to producing rigorous, policy-relevant 
research and bringing the resulting evidence-based insights to the policy arena for real-
world impact. 
 
The Health Policy Impact Lab, led by Tobin’s Associate Faculty Director Prof. Zack Cooper, 
fuses empirical research, high-level policy engagement, and top-tier communications to 
shift public conversations about domestic health spending, support policymakers, and raise 
the productivity of the U.S. health system.  The Lab has helped shape both state and federal 
healthcare legislation, and Prof. Cooper’s research has been cited by Congress and the 
White House, featured widely in national media, and directly informed major legislation, 
including the bipartisan No Surprises Act, which protected consumers from costly medical 
bills and lowered health spending on the privately insured.   
 
We are seeking a Research Assistant to support some of the Lab’s flagship initiatives, 
including the 1% Steps for Health Care Reform Project. Reporting to the Director of Policy 
(TBN) and working closely with Professor Zack Cooper and Senior Policy Fellow Liz 
Jurinka, the Research Assistant will contribute to the production of policy-ready briefs and 
memos that translate rigorous academic research into actionable insights.  This role will 
help inject timely, evidence-based analysis into policy and public discourse and ensure that 
cutting-edge research informs the most pressing health policy debates.  
 
This is an exciting opportunity for individuals interested in health policy who are 
motivated to contribute to applied research, inform real-world decision-making, and 
develop skills at the intersection of economics, research, and policy.  The ideal candidate 
has a background in economics or a related social science, strong writing and analytical 
skills, and a demonstrated interest in health policy. This position is especially well-suited 
for candidates considering a PhD in economics, public policy, health services research, or 
law school. 
 
Essential Duties: 

- Conducts background research and literature reviews to inform the development of 
policy briefs and memos for the Lab’s flagship initiatives - 1% Steps for Health Care 
Reform Project and Just the Facts memo series. 

- Analyze and summarize academic research and health policy reports to support 
synthesis of actionable, evidence-based insights. 

- Assist in translating technical academic research into accessible materials tailored 
to policymakers, practitioners, and public audiences. 



 
- Contribute to the drafting and editing of briefs and memos, with potential to serve 

as a co-author. 
- Support the planning and execution of convenings and briefings that bring together 

academics, policymakers, and stakeholders to elevate policy-relevant evidence.  
- Attend select meetings with policymakers and staff to support briefings and share 

evidence under the guidance of Lab leadership. 
- Manage content updates for project websites and ensure accuracy, clarity, and 

alignment with initiative goals. 
- Track emerging academic literature, policy developments, and stakeholder 

priorities to help inform topic selection and dissemination strategies. 
- Work closely with the Senior Health Policy Analyst to meet project deadlines, 

communicate with contributors, and coordinate across collaborators. 
- Participate in team meetings, offering input on research framing, project execution, 

and strategic planning. 
- Support dissemination activities, including the preparation of presentation 

materials, briefing memos, and public-facing content. 
- Receive mentorship in health policy, academic research, and project management, 

with professional development tailored to candidate interests. 
- Optional based on skillset: Contribute to statistical analysis and the creation of clear, 

policy-relevant data tables and visualizations to support select briefs and memos. 

Required Education and Experience 
- Bachelor's Degree in economics or a related field.  

Required Skills and Abilities: 
- Familiarity with the preparation of literature reviews, policy briefs, research 

reports, and presentations 
- Strong administrative and project management skills  
- Strong communication and interpersonal skills, with the ability to adapt 

communication style to various audiences  
- Well-organized, ability to prioritize, have strong attention to detail, and manage 

multiple assignments simultaneously. Demonstrated ability to be able to drive 
forward project objectives according to set timelines and deliver on project aims. 

This is a twelve-month, renewable position. 
 

 



 
To apply, please email Zack Cooper (zack.cooper.research.team@gmail.com) and Emily Radel 
(emily.radel@yale.edu) a pdf document titled “lastname_firstname” and containing the following 
material:  

1. A cover letter describing your interest, dates available, your familiarity with programing 
languages, your prior research experience, and the names, email addresses, and phone 
numbers for 2-3 references;  

2. A Current CV;  
3. A transcript;   
4. A writing sample;  
5. A sample of your coding (preferably Stata).  

We will review applications on a rolling basis and can sponsor visas.  

We invite you to discover the excitement, diversity, rewards and excellence of a position at Yale 
University. One of the country's great workplaces, Yale University offers exciting opportunities 
for meaningful accomplishment and true growth. Our benefits package is among the best 
anywhere, with a wide variety of insurance choices, liberal paid time off, fantastic family and 
educational benefits, a variety of retirement benefits, extensive recreational facilities, and much 
more.  

Yale University considers applicants for employment without regard to, and does not discriminate 
on the basis of, an individual’s sex, race, color, religion, age, disability, status as a veteran, or 
national or ethnic origin; nor does Yale discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation or gender 
identity or expression.  
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