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Key Findings and Policy Implications 

Matrícula identification cards are issued by the Mexican government to many Mexican-born individuals 
living the United States. Matrícula cards are issued almost exclusively to individuals who reside in the 
U.S. without legal authorization. 

This paper uses administrative data on over 9 million Matrícula cards issued between 2008 and 2017 to 
better estimated the undocumented Mexican population living in the United States. The Matrícula data 
are also used in conjunction with data from the American Community Survey and other sources to better 
estimate the undocumented immigrant population from other countries. The study estimates suggest 
that: 

• There were on average 8.3-8.7 million undocumented Mexican individuals in the United States 
per year in the 2008 to 2012 period, and 7.5-8.2 million in the 2013 to 2017 period. Both 
estimates are somewhat higher than the well-known estimates produced by the Pew Center. 

• The undocumented immigrant population from other Latin American and Caribbean countries 
was between 2.6 and 3.2 million during the 2008 to 2012 period, and between 3.2 and 4.0 million 
in the 2013 to 2017 period. These estimates are more closely aligned with those from the Pew 
Center. 

• Matrícula data is unlikely to be useful in estimating the undocumented population from outside 
of the Latin America and Caribbean region. 

Basic facts about the size of the immigrant population, the fraction undocumented, and future 
trajectories are crucial for public policy analysis, including as component factors in SSA models and 
projections. This study demonstrates the significant incremental value of Matrícula data in improving 
estimates and projections of this difficult-to-measure aspect of the U.S. economy. 
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