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This study wa.c undertake,; at the suggestion of the Planning Coinmiltee
of the War Production Board. The conclusions, bou'euer, are those of the
author, and naturally the War Production Board is not to be understood
a.r approving or disapproving any statement made or view expressed.

The author is indebted to isaiah Frank, who was in charge of the study
for several months before joining the staff of the Office of Strategic
Services, for several memora,,da and a considerable collection of statis-
tical material which be generously put at my disposal; to Frances
Goldberg, Karl Laubenstein, and Johanna Ster,,, who collected data and
made innumerable computations; to H. Irving Forman, who drew the
(harts; and to Harry Eisen press, Sophie Sakowitz, and Denis Volkenau
for computational assistance from time to time.

The author is grateful to Simon Kuznets for counsel on various aspects
of the study. Arthur F. Burns gave invaluable assistance and counsel a!
every stage of the inquiry, and the author is especially grateJul for his
care in reading successive versions of the manuscript. Thanks are also
due Martha Anderson, John Crawford, Solomon Fabricant, Herbert Feis,
Frank Garfield, Thor Hultgren, Frederick C. Mills, W'esley C. Mitchell,
George Stigler, Woodlief Thomas, Albert Wobistetter, and Leo W'olman
for their suggestions and criticism.
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