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SUMMARY OF THE HAN]) TRADES

§ 6a. Introduction

Prior to and including the census of 1900, the reports of the Census
Bureau covered the activities of "the hand trades." Since that date, the
study of industries of this type has been omitted because of the large
expense per establishment involved in the collection of data. As a result,
it has been necessary to base most of the estimates for this study upon the
1900 Census figures. Exceptions to this rule are the power laundries, and
custom grist and saw mills (trades for which later census reports have given
information), and the construction industry and automobile repair indus-
try, the estimates for which have been made largely from other sources
than the Census.

The problem of estimating the net value products of the hand trades has
been disproportionately laborious, but because of the paucity of reliable
information available, has, nevertheless, not produced results of any high
degree of reliability. On the contrary, the totals presented in the accom-
panying tables must be regarded merely as very rough approximations to
the actual quantities which they are supposed to represent. Laundries,
perhaps, form an exception to this general rule, the information concern-
ing them being so much more complete that the figures presented here may
be regarded as moderately reliable.

Since it is felt that the estimates for the individual trades are so inaccu-
rate, and since the interest in the facts concerning most of them is presum-
ably not very widespread, it seems that the expense of publishing a de-
scription of the special procedure used for each trade or group of trades is

arcely warranted; hence a summary only is given except in the case of
the construction industry. Suffice it to say that the estimates for the
separate fields have, in every instance, been made with as great a degree
of care as the nature of the data available seems to justify.

The figures for the construction industry are published in detail in
Chapter VII, not because the estimates for that field are of a quality
superior to the others, but because construction is the largest of the hand
trades and is at present a subject attracting wide attention.
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109 TIlE ESTIMATE BY SOLJRCE OF PRODUCTION
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TABLE 6C

A ROUGH ESTIMATE OF THE NET VALUE PRODUCT OF THE 'HAND TRADES IN THECONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

§ Gb. Analysis

Table 6D contains an analysis of the combined results presented in the
immediately preceding tables. It shows that there has probably been
relatively little change in the size of the fraction of the total product of
this group of industries received by the employees, the share remaining in
the neighborhood of three-fifths of the whole. It also appears that while
the average nominal wage has risen sharply throughout the decade, there
has been but little increase in the earnings when measured in terms of
money of constant purchasing power.
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TABLE GD

AN ESTIMATE OF THE SHARE OF THE EMPLOYEES IN TIlE NET VALUEPRODUCT OF ALL HAND TRADES COMBINED
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