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Preface

This volume is the result of a conference held jointly by the Centre for
European Policy Studies (CEPS) and the National Bureau of Economic
Research (NBER) in Brussels, Belgium, from 12 June to 14 June 1986.
We wish to thank the staff of CEPS for their efforts in helping to make
the conference successful.

In presenting papers by North American and European trade spe-
cialists with theoretical, empirical, and institutional analyses of some
of the major trade issues on which American and European Community
officials disagree, the conference aimed to provide a better understand-
ing of the economic causes of the disagreements and to consider various
policy options that might assist in resolving these differences. The
analyses are also informative for trade policy disputes generally, since
many United States—European Community disputes are representative
of disagreements within the entire trading system.

We are grateful to the Ford Foundation for providing financial support
for the conference, for a preconference authors’ meeting, and for the
publication of this volume. Sapir was largely responsible for organizing
the conference and, together with Hamilton, assumed editorial re-
sponsibility for the papers by the European authors and comments on
all the papers. Baldwin handled the North American papers. We wish
to thank Annie Spillane and Mark Fitz-Patrick of the NBER for their
efficient help in preparing the papers and comments for submission to
the University of Chicago Press, and Donna Zerwitz of the NBER and
Nancy Klatt of the University of Wisconsin for their editorial assistance.

Tom Bayard of the Ford Foundation and Geoffrey Carliner of the
NBER deserve special thanks for their valuable advice on the issues
that should be analyzed and the format of the conference. We also wish
to give particular thanks to Jean Waelbroeck for his support and advice
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throughout the project and for his traveling halfway around the world
to present an overview of the conference.

Robert E. Baldwin, Carl B. Hamilton, and André Sapir



