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1840–80 —

Chile 1869 No Yes Yes 1.6
1878 No No Noa —

Costa Rica 1890 Yes Yes Yes —
Ecuador 1848 Yes Yes Yes 0.0

1856 Yes Yes Yes 0.1
Mexico 1840 Yes Yes Yes —
Peru 1875 Yes Yes Yes —
Uruguay 1840 Yes Yes Yes —

1880 Yes Yes Yes —
Venezuela 1840 Yes Yes Yes —

1880 Yes Yes Yes —
Canada 1867 Yes Yes No 7.7

1878 No Yes No 12.9
United States 1850 No No No 12.9

1880 No No Nod 18.3

1881–1920
Argentina 1896 Yes Yes Yes 1.8b

1916 No No No 9.0
Brazil 1894 Yes Yes Yes 2.2

1914 Yes Yes Yes 2.4
Chile 1881 No No No 3.1

1920 No No Yes 4.4
Colombia 1918c No No No 6.9
Costa Rica 1912 Yes Yes Yes —

1919 Yes No No 10.6
Ecuador 1888 No Yes Yes 2.8

1894 No No Yes 3.3
Mexico 1920 No No No 8.6
Peru 1920 Yes Yes Yes —
Uruguay 1900 Yes Yes Yes —

1920 No No No 13.8
Venezuela 1920 Yes Yes Yes —
Canada 1911 No No No 18.1

1917 No No No 20.5
United States 1900 No No Yesd 18.4

1920 No No Yesd 25.1

1921–40
Argentina 1928 No No No 12.8

1937 No No No 15.0
Bolivia 1951 - Yes Yes 4.1
Brazil 1930 Yes Yes Yes 5.7
Colombia 1930 No No No 11.1

1936 No No No 5.9
Chile 1920 No No Yes 4.4

1931 No No Yes 6.5
1938 No No Yes 9.4

Costa Rica 1940 No No No 17.6
Ecuador 1940 No No Yes 3.3
Mexico 1940 No No No 11.8
Peru 1940 No No Yes —
Uruguay 1940 No No No 19.7
Venezuela 1940 No Yes Yes —
Canada 1940 No No No 41.1
United States 1940 No No Yes 37.8

Literacy RequirementWealth RequirementPeriod and Country Year
Lack of Secrecy in 

Balloting
Percent of the Population 

Voting
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  Country Year Age Rate (percent)  
  Argentina 1869 6 and above 23.8  
    1895 6 and above 45.6  
    1900 10 and above 52  
    1925 10 and above 73  
  Bolivia 1900 10 and above 17  
  Brazil 1872 7 and above 15.8  
    1890 7 and above 14.8  
    1900 7 and above 25.6  
    1920 10 and above 30  
    1939 10 and above 57  
  British Honduras 1911 10 and above 59.6  
  (Belize) 1931 10 and above 71.8  
  Chile 1865 7 and above 18  
   1875 7 and above 25.7  
    1885 7 and above 30.3  
   1900 10 and above 43  
    1925 10 and above 66  
  Colombia 1918 15 and above 32  
    1938 15 and above 56  
  Costa Rica 1892 7 and above 23.6  
    1900 10 and above 33  
   1925 10 and above 64  
  Cuba 1861 7 and above 23.8  
     (38.5, 5.3)  
    1899 10 and above 40.5  
   1925 10 and above 67  
  Guatemala 1893 7 and above 11.3  
    1925 10 and above 15  
  Honduras 1887 7 and above 15.2  
   1925 10 and above 29  
  Jamaica 1871 5 and above 16.3  
   1891 5 and above 32  
    1911 5 and above 47.2  
  Mexico 1900 10 and above 22.2  
    1925 10 and above 36  
  Paraguay 1886 7 and above 19.3  
   1900 10 and above 30  
  Peru 1925 10 and above 38  
  Puerto Rico 1860 7 and above 11.8  
      (19.8, 3.1)  
  Uruguay 1900 10 and above 54  
    1925 10 and above 70  
  Venezuela 1925 10 and above 34  
  Canada 1861 All 82.5  
  English-majority Counties 1861 All 93  
  French-majority Counties 1861 All 81.2  
  United States     
  North Whites 1860 10 and above 96.9  
  South Whites 1860 10 and above 91.5  
  Total Population 1870 10 and above 80  
     (88.5, 21.1)  
    1890 10 and above 86.7  
     (92.3, 43.2)  
    1910 10 and above 92.3  
     (95.0, 69.5)  
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Country, Year, and Region
MEXICO, 1910
North Pacific
North
Central
Gulf
South Pacific
Total rural Mexico
UNITED STATES, 1900
North Atlantic
South Atlantic
North Central
South Central
Western
Alaska/Hawaii
Total United States
CANADA, 1901
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
Maritimeb

Total Canada
ARGENTINA, 1895
Chaco
Formosa
Missiones
La Pampa
Neuquén
Río Negro
Chubut
Santa Cruz
Tierra del Fuego 

Proportion of Household Heads Who Own Landa

2.4

5.6
3.4
2.0
2.1

27.8

42.1
74.5

87.1

87.1
95.0
90.1
80.2

12.3
9.7
26.7
18.5

6.6
20.2
35.2
15.4

88.9
96.2
95.8

55.8
72.1
51.4
83.4

1.5

79.2
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    Customs Income and Wealth Taxes   

    (%) (%)   

  Argentina      

  1872 94.0 --   

  1895 71.2 3.2   

  1920 58.4 2.9   

  1940 24.7 17.9   

  Brazila      

  1870 71.4 --   

  1888 69.1 --   

  1900 65.5 --   

  1920 56.8 --   

  1940 50.3 10.2   

  Chile      

  1895 73.8 0.6   

  1920 70.2 6.0   

  1940 41.1 23.7   

  Colombia      

  1872 69.5 --   

  1928 56.0 5.3   

  1940 36.7 30.4   

  Costa Ricac      

  1871 91.4 --   

  1885 81.3 --   

  1910 86.8 --   

  1918 64.4 18.3   

  1930 78.1 7.2   

  1948 72.4 12.0   

  El Salvadora       

  1897 84.0 --   

  1910 75.0 --   

  Guatemalaa      

  1872 76.0 --   
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  Mexicob      

  1870 92.3 3.6   

  1890 79.7 4.7   

  1910 86.0 11.1   

  1929 [29.8] 10.6   

  1940 [29.5] 17.0   

  Perud      

  1871 95.6 --   

  1899 59.1 3.6   

  1920 51.9 6.0   

  1940 26.5 18.4   

  Uruguay       

  1895 66.7 --   

  1910 60.0 --   

  1929 32.2 18.6   

  1940 40.0 14.0   

  Canada      

  1870 63.2 --   

  1905 57.5 --   

  1920 37.3 10.5   

  1940 15.0 28.4   

  United Statese       

  1820 83.3 --   

  1860 94.6 --   

  1870 47.5 9.3   

  1900 41.1 --   

  1927 17.0 64.8   

  1940 5.8 43.0   
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National Government Provincial Governments Municipalities or Other Local
(%) (%) (%)

Brazil
1826 30.8 69.2 0.0
1856 79.5 17.1 3.3
1860 78.2 18.2 3.5
1885/86 76.3 18.5 5.2
Chile
1913 85.8 -- 14.2
1915 82.7 -- 17.3
1920 85.3 -- 14.7
Colombia
1839 88.4 2.9 8.7
1842 91.8 1.6 6.7
1850 85.4 8.7 5.8
1870 46.6 30.8 22.6
1894 60.0 32.0 8.0
1898 66.7 28.6 4.8
Mexico
1882 69.1 19.5 11.5
1890 74.7 16.3 9.0
1900 67.3 19.8 12.9
1908 70.6 17.1 12.3
Canada
1933 42.5 17.9 39.6
1950 68.7 18.7 12.6
1960 62.8 20.7 16.4
United States
1855 25.5 17.4 57.1
1875 39.6 16.4 44.0
1895 36.0 14.0 50.0
1913 29.1 13.2 57.6
1927 35.5 18.0 46.5
1950 68.3 17.3 14.4
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1890 1902 1913 1927 1940 1950
Indiv/Corporate Income Taxes -- -- -- -- 0.4 0.9
Sales and Excises -- -- 0.2 0.6 2.8 5.9
Property 92.5 88.6 91.0 96.8 91.3 86.2
Payroll -- -- 0.2 0.6 1.5 2.3
Other 7.5 11.4 8.6 2.1 3.9 4.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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1913           
(%)

1933           
(%)

1950             
(%)

REVENUES
Income Taxes 1.4 --
Sales and Excises -- 4.3
Property/Wealth 82.2 78.6 69.6
Other Taxes 6.0 6.1 9.2
Non-Tax Revenues 11.8 13.9 14.3
Subsidies from Other Govts. -- 2.6
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
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1890     
(%)

1902     
(%)

1913      
(%)

1927            
(%)

1940          
(%)

1950      
(%)

Individual Income Tax -- -- -- 4.0 4.7 7.4
Corporate Income Tax -- -- -- 5.3 3.5 6.0
Sales and Excises --? 17.9 19.9 42.8 51.0 55.6
Property 70.0 52.6 46.5 21.2 5.9 3.1
Payroll -- -- -- 7.9 24.5 18.8
Death and Gift -- 29.5 33.6 18.9 10.3 9.1
Other 30.0 -- -- -- -- --
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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1902         
(%)

1913         
(%)

1927       
(%)

1940           
(%)

1950        
(%)

Individual Income Tax -- -- 9.8 8.1 29.3
Corporate Income Tax -- 1.5 13.9 8.7 19.6
Sales and Excises 19.8 16.1 13.2 28.5 23.6
Customs Duties 17.7 13.6 6.0 2.3 0.7
Property 51.4 58.6 48.8 30.3 13.0
Payroll -- 0.1 2.4 13.3 9.7
Death and Gift 11.1 10.1 5.8 8.9 4.2
Other -- -- -- -- --
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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1933            
(%)

1950         
(%)

Revenues
Income Taxes 12.4 44.5
Sales and Excises 26.2 32.0
Customs 13.5 7.9
Property/Wealth 39.2 10.8
Other Taxes 8.7 4.8
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
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Total Revenues
Contributions 

on Income
Taxes/Fees on Professions 

and Industries
Taxes on Alcoholic 

Beverages
Taxes on 

Slaughtering Taxes on Mines
Taxes on 
Carriages

Outside the 
Budget/Other

(pesos (000)) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
1913 27520 39.0 7.1 6.0 4.0 2.1 3.0 38.8
1915 27858 50.0 6.7 4.1 3.3 2.5 2.5 30.9
1920 45357 38.7 15.7 2.7 2.1 2.3 2.4 36.1
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Type of Tax Total for All Municipalities in Cundina-marca City of Bogota Alone
(%) (%)

Property Tax 22.5 14.2
Almotacen and plaza (tax on market) 11.7 15.0
Slaughtering House 3.5 2.7
Other Slaughtering 2.2 1.3
Bullfighting 0.5 0.1
Rental Income 1.2 0.1
Legal Games 1.2 0.9
Fines 2.7 1.6
Other Sources 54.5 64.1
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
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% State  (1860$) % Local P.C. Income $
1860
Northeast 0.91 3.65 181
N. Central 1.25 6.22 89
S. Atlantic 2.21 3.07 81
E. So. Central 1.12 1.79 89
W. So. Central 0.68 2.20 184
National Avg. 1.22 2.58 128
1880
Northeast 0.93 4.08 244
N. Central 0.84 4.40 170
S. Atlantic 2.04 3.33 84
E. So. Central 1.23 1.97 95
W. So. Central 0.97 4.31 112
National Avg. 0.90 3.97 173
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ARGENTINA
Revenues of the Provincial Governments 1872
Alcabala (sales tax) 0.2
Rent of land 0.2
Direct contribution 13.2
Inheritances 0.1
Tax on Fruit 0.4
Stamped paper 5.6
Patents 7.9
Road Tolls 0.4
National Subvention 2.3
From National Treasury 7.4
Constitution-Mandated Share of Tariff Revenue 15.2
Sales of land 30.5
Others/Miscellaneous 16.6
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SAO PAULO 1871-72 1910
Taxes on Exports -- 40.7
Transit Taxes 79.1 3.6
Tax on Inheritance/Legacies 7.9 3.1
Taxes on Transfer of Properties -- 12.8
Taxes on Property 1.2 2.0
Taxes on Capital of Producers -- 5.7
Indemnities and Fines 3.2 10.6
Taxes on Slaves and Slave Trade 5.8 --
Taxes on Water and Sewers -- 8.4
Judiciary and Other Fees 0.5 0.8
Lotteries -- 1.7
State Stamps -- 1.4
Sale of Public Lands -- 0.4
Others/Miscellaneous 2.3 8.4

MINAS GERAES 1876 1892 1905
Taxes on Exports 5.7 64.4 59.0
Tax on Coffee 20.3 -- --
Tax/Fees on Inheritance and Transfers of Properties 7.9 14.1 8.7
Transfer and Registration of Slaves 17.4 -- --
Taxes on Property 2.8 -- 6.1
Taxes on Private Consumption -- 7.6 2.3
Taxes on Industries and Profits -- -- 8.0
Taxes on Gold, Salt, and Diamonds 2.0 0.8 1.5
Transit Fees/Taxes 16.4 0.9 1.0
Taxes on Water and Sewers -- 0.6 --
Judiciary and Other Fees 0.8 4.3 0.7
Official Posts and Titles 7.4 -- 2.8
Lotteries/Gambling 3.1 -- --
State Stamps 0.2 3.9 4.2
Public Lands -- 0.1 0.7
Others/Miscellaneous 16.0 3.3 5.0
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Thousands of Pesos %
Tax on Slaughtered Livestock 350.0 18.3
Tax on Liquors 289.5 15.1
Tax on Foreign Merchandise 247.0 12.9
Direct Taxes on Industry and Capital 224.1 11.7
Tax on Real Estate 135.0 7.1
Excise Taxes on Consumption of Cacao, Tobacco and Anis 134.6 7.0
Stamps 108.4 5.7
Miscellaneous/Other 422.4 22.1
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REVENUES (source) (revenue $) (%)
Income From Public Lands 25,840 11.8
Income From Sea Salt Fields 34,392 15.7
Alcohol Taxes 27,092 12.4
Livestock Sales Tax 38,645 17.7
Distillation Tax 4,765 2.2
Tax on Flour 6,400 2.9
Taxes on National Imports 7,618 3.5
Other Miscellaneous Taxes 31,540 14.4
Fines 32,116 14.7
Transfer fees 9,689 4.4
Other Miscellaneous 387 0.2
TOTAL 218,484
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Taxes per capita (1870 
US$)

Index of Tax Revenue Relative to 
National Income (100=US)

AMERICAS
Argentina 9.4 155
Bolivia 1.2
Brazil 6.7 195
Chile 6.7
Colombia 1.1
Costa Rica 9.0
Ecuador 1.3
El Salvador 2.2
Guatemala 1.7
Honduras 0.9
Mexico 3.1 94
Nicaragua 2.9
Peru 14.0
Venezuela 5.1
UNITED STATES 11.4 100
EUROPE
Belgium 7.1 58
Denmark 9.3 104
England 13.0 86
France 12.3 143
Germany 5.6 63
Greece 4.8
Holland 14.0 114
Portugal 4.5
Sweden and Norway 3.7 51
Switzerland 2.0 20
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1915        
(%)

1929         
(%)

1939           
(%)

1950         
(%)

Education 26.2 32.0 26.0 23.7
Roads 18.2 25.5 23.0 12.3
Sewer/Water 4.7 3.7 3.8 2.9
Other Construction 3.6 4.8 6.7 4.6
Fire/Police Departs 4.4 4.1 3.4 2.9
Hospitals 2.2 1.9 2.0 2.6
Public Assist/Insurance 1.5 1.6 19.7 20.4
Debt Service 8.7 8.7 5.8 2.1
Other 30.5 17.7 9.6 28.5
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Total Expenditures Interior Foreign Affairs Justice Public Instruction Hacienda (Finance) National Defense Industry and Public Works
(in gold pesos (000)) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

1865 25312 11.9 3.4 3.9 5.5 47.8 27.5 0.0
1870 32249 19.1 2.6 3.5 5.8 44.5 24.5 0.0
1875 47597 27.2 3.0 3.0 5.7 42.5 18.6 0.0
1880 43950 8.6 1.1 2.5 3.5 29.1 55.1 0.0
1885 50442 13.2 2.7 4.3 6.3 50.1 23.5 0.0
1890 91049 10.1 4.3 5.3 10.7 20.0 20.3 29.3
1895 74106 9.9 3.4 4.6 7.4 18.9 39.7 16.1
1900 92374 14.0 3.5 5.3 8.0 34.8 21.2 13.1
1905 103973 15.2 5.1 4.6 11.4 26.4 21.1 16.0
1910 163247 15.5 4.9 3.4 10.8 23.6 23.3 18.5
1915 131840 15.5 2.3 3.3 11.8 34.5 24.1 7.6
1920 264171 17.4 1.8 3.0 11.5 25.2 34.0 7.2
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Ordinary Revenue      
Customs (Imports 

and Exports) Railroads
Guano 

(Nitrates)
Direct Taxes Income 

and Inheritance
State 

Monopolies Agriculture Tax Other
 (in pesos (000)) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

1850 4334.3 61.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.6 0.0 21.7
1860 7362.2 64.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.6 0.0 20.5
1870 11537.8 55.8 13.9 0.8 0.0 12.2 5.6 11.7
1880 28410.4 38.0 13.8 14.5 2.2 9.3 3.7 18.5
1890 58583.6 74.5 14.1 0.2 0.2 0.0 2.0 9.0
1897 79281.5 77.2 16.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3
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Federal Tax Revenues
(Excludes Social Security Taxes) State Tax Revenues Local Tax Revenues Social Security Tax Revenues

1902 37.4% 11.4% 51.3% 0.0%
1912 29.2% 13.3% 57.6% 0.0%
1922 45.6% 12.8% 41.5% 0.0%
1932 22.7% 23.7% 53.6% 0.0%
1940 33.9% 23.0% 31.2% 11.9%
1950 63.4% 14.3% 14.4% 7.9%
1960 60.3% 14.1% 14.1% 11.5%
1970 52.5% 17.2% 14.0% 16.3%
1980 47.9% 18.7% 11.8% 21.6%
1990 41.8% 19.8% 13.3% 25.1%
2000 45.6% 19.2% 11.9% 23.3%
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Federal Tax Revenues Provincial Tax Revenues Local Tax Revenues
Canadian and Quebec 
Pension Plan Revenue

1926 49.5 15.3 35.2 0.0
1939 47.6 23.7 28.7 0.0
1946 76.6 13.0 10.4 0.0
1950 69.0 18.6 12.4 0.0
1960 64.8 18.2 17.0 0.0
1970 50.9 31.1 14.0 4.0
1980 48.3 36.0 11.8 3.9
1990 46.9 38.3 10.5 4.3
2000 47.3 37.5 8.6 6.6
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
Argentina 10 7 5 7 8 10 10 8 13 10 14
Bolivia 5 10 5 14 18
Brazil 10 11 9 8 10 7 7 10 10 24 23
Chile 9 11 17 16 32 21 24
Colombia 4 7 8 10 12 13 14
Costa Rica 10 12 14 18 23 21
Mexico 5 4 6 7 9 8 9 16 16 15
Peru 11 16 16 17 13 16
Uruguay 22 24 28
Venezuela 8 9 12 18 27 19 26 24 20
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Argentina Brazil Chile Colombia Mexico Venezuela
International Trade

1900 49 54 88 -- 42 61
1930 48 44 54 55 41 51
1960 3 11 19 29 24 15
1970 -- -- 10 27 10 5
1990 8 3 15 10 7 9

Income - Total
1900 3 -- 1 -- -- --
1930 4 3 13 4 11 0
1960 48 32 34 45 30 33
1970 -- -- 26 33 36 87
1990 12 25 16 41 31 82

Income - Individual
1960 15 13 18 25 12 1
1970 -- -- -- 16 -- --
1990 4 2 5 -- 14 0

Income - Corporate
1960 31 19 17 20 18 32
1970 -- -- -- 18 -- --
1990 8 7 10 -- 16 82

Domestic Goods & Services
1900 -- 12 -- -- -- --
1930 -- 21 -- -- -- 35
1960 -- 53 25 15 24 24
1970 -- -- 44 16 36 3
1990 37 21 55 49 36 2
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Country Total Corporate Individual Property Total Excises
United States 59 10 50 1 3 3 1 35 0
Canada 58 12 43 0 18 4 1 23 0
Argentina 19 13 6 4 45 15 6 27 0
Bolivia 9 9 0 10 58 22 7 13 3
Brazil 24 -- -- 0 26 9 3 41 5
Chile 23 -- -- 0 57 12 7 8 5
Colombia 41 39 2 3 46 4 10 0
Costa Rica 15 13 1 1 45 11 6 33 0
Domincan Republic 21 9 12 1 35 31 38 4 1
Mexico 38 -- -- 0 30 3 4 24 3
Nicaragua 14 -- -- 0 59 24 9 18 0
Panama 27 -- -- 2 16 8 15 35 4
Paraguay 19 19 0 0 59 16 18 0 4
Peru 23 13 10 0 56 13 10 8 4
Uruguay 16 9 7 6 42 12 4 30 3
Venezuela 30 29 2 8 44 8 12 6 1

Social Security Other Taxes
Income Tax

Domestic Tax on Goods 
& Services Taxes on Int'l 

Trade & Trans.
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Total Individual Corporate Total
General             

Consumption Excises International Trade
US and Canada

1975-1980 78% 57% 21% 15% 8% 7% 7%
1986-1992 79% 64% 15% 17% 10% 7% 4%
1996-2002 83% 67% 16% 15% 9% 6% 2%

Latin America
1975-1980 32% 13% 19% 42% 19% 19% 26%
1986-1992 29% 10% 19% 45% 24% 19% 26%
1996-2002 25% 6% 19% 59% 40% 17% 16%

Income Tax Domestic Goods and Services
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150-500 500-5,000 5,000-20,000 >20,000 TOTAL
Tax Revenue as Percent of 
Total Revenue 84% 87% 87% 87% 87%

Tax Revenue 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Individual and Corporate Tax 23% 21% 35% 33% 26%

Corporate tax 11% 11% 13% 8% 10%

Individual Income Tax 12% 10% 22% 25% 16%

Taxes on Property 3% 1% 2% 3% 2%

Dom Tax on Goods & Services 43% 45% 34% 32% 39%

Excises 17% 13% 12% 9% 12%

Taxes on Intern Trade & Trans 21% 10% 9% 1% 9%

Import Duties 20% 9% 9% 1% 9%

Social Security 11% 23% 20% 30% 24%

1990-1995 GDP Estimates
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Country Before Decentralization With Decentralization Before Decentralization With Decentralization
Argentinaa

Central 79.3 80.0 63.5 51.9
Provincial 13.7 15.4 31.0 39.5
Local 7.0 4.6 5.4 8.6

Brazilb

Central 59.8 47.1 50.2 36.5
State 36.9 49.4 36.2 40.7
Local 3.8 3.6 13.6 22.8

Columbiac

Central 82.2 81.6 72.8 67.0
Departmental 12.2 11.1 16.7 15.7
Local 5.6 7.3 10.5 17.3

Mexicod

Central 90.7 82.7 90.2 87.8
State 8.3 13.4 8.8 9.5
Local 1.0 3.9 1.0 2.8

Venezuelae

Central 95.8 96.9 76.0 77.7
State 0.1 0.1 14.9 15.7
Local 4.0 3.1 9.1 6.5

Share of Total Government Tax Revenue Collected 
by Level of Government (%)

Share of Total Government Expenditure by Level of 
Government (%)
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