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Tenure Mobility in Early 20t Century

In 1920 more Americans lived in rural than urban
settings

Movement from wage to tenant comparable in
earnings to movement from unskilled to skilled
workers in mfg.

Mobility reflects economic opportunity and may
shape beliefs about redistributive policies

Individual observations allow inferences about
ability, entrepreneurship, willingness to work and
familial connections




Data

* Individual observations from the 5 extant

collections of county manuscripts from the
1920 Census of Agriculture; N= 10,924

* McLean County, IL; Jackson County, MI;
Wilson County, TN; Carbon County, MT;
and Santa Fe County, NM

* Current status and previous years spent as
wage worker, tenant and owner
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Concluding Remarks

Three tracks: 1) inherit the farm; 2) climb
the ladder to owner; and 3) climb to tenant

Considerable mobility in all counties: climb
to ownership 78% (McLean) to 34% in
(Santa Fe)

Age tenure profile in all counties

Caution: peak of boom times; farm failures
climbed in 1920s and 1930s.
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