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Abstr act

The Current Population Survey (CPS) is the government nonthly
househol d survey of enploynment and | abor markets. It is the source
of the unenpl oynent rate announced each nonth i n the popul ar press.
Since 1968 public use mcro data files have been avail able fromthe
Bureau of Labor Statistics for external analysis. In the interest
of ease of use, the NBER has prepared a CD-ROMw th extracts of the
files from 1979 to 1997.

The extracts include individual data for about 30, 000 individuals
each nmonth for 228 nonths. The 50 or so variables selected rel ate
to enploynent: hours worked, earnings, industry, occupation,
education, and wunionization. The extracts also contain nmany
background variables: age, sex, race, ethnicity, geographic
| ocation, etc. Annual inconme is not anong the variables - that
guestion is asked only in March. Aside fromstandardi zi ng t he many
di fferent codes used by Census to indicate m ssing values , nost
vari ables are just as created by Census. In a few cases ( noted in
t he docunentati on) we have recoded variables to enhance uniformty
t hrough ti ne.

Credits

The first edition of these extracts was prepared by Larry Katz and
Hank Farber. This edition was prepared by Dani el Feenberg, who is
responsi ble for all errors and this docunentation. Special thanks
to Inna Shapiro, WIliam Gould, David Avtor, Danny Bl anchfl ower,
and Davi d Macpher son. Suggestions and corrections should be made to
f eenber g@ber . org.



Sanpl e:

The Current Population Survey (CPS) is a nonthly survey of about
60, 000 households. An adult (the reference person) at each
househol d i s asked to report on the activities of all other persons
in the household. There is a record in the file for each adult
person. The universe is the adult non-institutional popul ation.

Each household entering the CPS is admnistered 4 nonthly
interviews, then ignored for 8 nonths, then interviewed again for
4 nmore nonths. |If the occupants of a dwelling unit nove, they are
not followed, rather the new occupants of the unit are intervi ened.
Since 1979 only households in nonths 4 and 8 have been asked their
usual weekly earnings/usual weekly hours. These are the outgoing
rotati on groups, and each year the BLS gathers all these interviews
together into a single Merged Qutgoing Rotation Goup File. A
consequence of this construction is that an individual appears only
once in any file year, but may reappear in the follow ng year.

The BLS calls these files the Annual Earnings Files, but we prefer
the nane Merged Qutgoing Rotation G oups, because there is no
information in the file on annual earnings. Only hourly or weekly
earni ngs are recorded.

The sanple is stratified to provide better estimates for mnorities
and smaller political jurisdictions. Wights are provided for the
preparation of descriptive values and tabul ati ons.

Al'l persons 16 years of age or over are included in the extracts.
CD- ROM St ruct ur e:

In the fourth edition the data are provided as a series of annual
STATA .dta files. Each contains all outgoing rotation groups for a
single year between 1979 and 1997. Fromw thin STATA any file can
be | oaded wth a use statenent. For exanple, if the CD-ROMis drive
D:, then the statenents:

set menory=32m
use d:\ norg\annual \ norg79

will load the entire 1979 file. As each year is 25-28 negabytes,
you may wi sh to restrict the data | oaded. Here is an exanpl e that
retrieves two variables for January only:

use wei ght veteran if intnonth==1 using d:\norg\annual \ norg79



If you append records from the next year you wll get repeated
observations on the sane individual, and you would want to worry
about your standard errors, possibly using the Huber option on the
regressi on conmmand.

Alternatives to STATA:

As noted, the extracts are STATA binary save files. These files are
conpact and portable across operating systens and hardware
platforns. Users w thout STATA may be interested in the |IBMPC
program STAT/ TRANSFER. This programcan translate STATAfiles into
other formats. For exanpl e:

transfer norg79.dta norg79.tpt
will generate a file in SAS XPORT format. Anong statistical
packages supported are SPSS, SAS, and Systat. Database packages
supported include Al pha 4, dBase, Foxbase and C i pper.

Only recent versions of STAT/Transfer will correctly read STATA
files generated in non-Intel byte order, such as these.

Conpl ete copies of the entire content of the raw data files are
avai l abl e from Unicon I nc.

Vendors Menti oned:

Stata Corporation Circle Systens (Stat/Transfer)
702 University Drive 1001 Fourth Ave Pl ace #3200
Col l ege Station TX 77840 Seattle WA 98154

409- 696- 4600 206- 682- 3783

800- 782- 8272 stsal es@i rcl esys. com
stata@tata. com http://ww. stattransfer.com
Publ i cati ons Depart nent Uni con I nc.

NBER 1640 Fifth Street

1050 Mass. Ave. Santa Mnica CA 90401

Canbri dge MA 02138 310- 393- 4636

617-868- 3900
orders@ber.org



The data dictionary:
In the dictionary below, for each variable a header |ine gives:

The variabl e nanme in the 1989 CPS docunentation fromthe BLS.
The variable nanme in the CD- ROM STATA .dta files.

The range of values for that variable.

The years for which that variable is avail able.

The uni verse for non-m ssing val ues.

howheE

Following the header is a description of the variable, and the
possible values it nay take on. Sonetinmes a variable definition
changes through tinme, which wll be noted. Maj or changes in
vari able definitions have led to the creation of distinct variable
nanme, usually by appending a two digit year to the variabl e nane.
Smal|l changes are tolerated and noted in the description. The
source for all variable docunentationis fromthe 1978, 1982, 1984,
1985, 1986 1989, 1992, 1994, and 1995 versions of "~ Attachnent A of
the Current Population Survey Interview Record Layout, BLS

M crodata File, Basi c Mont hly  Survey, (January. )"’ CPS
Docunent ati on for March Survey is very different. Copies of the CPS
| ayouts are on the CD-ROMin .PDF format , in the ./docs directory.

M sc. vari abl es
h- hhnum  hhid 12 digits 79- al

Item9. This is a unique household identifier. The hhid nmay be used
to match dwelling units across years - househol ds are not foll owed
if they nove. Due to the structure of the survey approxi mately 50%
of units (those with m nsanp equal to 4) will appear again in the
next year. Be sure to check mnsanp when nmatching, or false
mat ches may be found. The STATA Technical Bulletin no 12 pages 7-9
contains an article by Finis Wl ch on matching individuals across
years. Every recent CPS docunentation set includes a section on
mer gi ng CPS sanpl es across years, the main point being that while
mat chi ng househol ds is supported by the household id, there are no
i ndi vidual identifiers, so within household matches nust be done
wi th age, intnmonth, and sex. Finally, there is no matching possible
bet ween January to Septenber 1985 and 1986, or between July to
Decenber 1984 and 1985 , or between June to Decenber 1994 and
1995, or between January to August 1995 and 1996 because of a sanple
r edesi gns.



h-ms m nsanp 4 or 8 79- al |

Mont h i n Sanpl e. Each household entering the CPSis interviewed for
4 months, then ignored for 8 nonths, then interviewed again for 4
nor e nont hs. So for any household m nsanp 8 occurs exactly one
year after mnsanp 4. Only households in interview nonths 4 and 8
are asked their usual weekly earnings/usual weekly hours. So each
househol d appears precisely twice in an outgoing rotation group,
and those are the only households included in the extracts.

h-year year 79-97 79- al
Interview year (last two digits).

h- nont h i nt nont h 1- 12 79- al |

I nt ervi ew cal endar nonth. Matchi ng househol ds in successive years
shoul d have the sane intnonth. A few do not, reasons unknown.

January 1
Dééenber 12
a_fnlwgt weight 0- 20549 79- al

This is the Final Wight. The sum of the Final Wights in each
mont hly survey is the US non-institutional popul ati on. The out goi ng
rotation group includes one-fourth of that popul ation. The CD ROM
excl udes persons under 16 years of age. So one MORG file is one-
fourth the popul ation 16 years of age and over, and a year of MORG
files would sumto 3 tinmes that popul ation. Zero wei ghts appear in
sonme years, for records of unknown function. The inplied two
decimals on the tapes are explicit here. What weight to use for a
cross tabul ation of an earning rel ated questi on with a non-earni ngs
related question is an open question.

a_ecrnlwt earnwt 836- 77523 79- al

Ear ni ngs wei ght for all races. Used for tabul ating earnings rel ated
items. Since the CD-ROM includes all persons asked earning
guestions, this sunms to the total population each nonth. This is
not precisely 4 tinmes the weight, presumably because the Census has
external know edge of the size and conposition of the | abor force.
The inplied two decinmals on the tapes are explicit here.
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hg st 60 state 11-95 79- al

1960 Census Code for state. First digit of state code is division
code. These codes do not change.

New Engl and Di vi si on East South Centra
Mai ne 11 Kent ucky 61
New Hanpshire 12 Tennessee 62
Ver nmont 13 Al abanma 63
Massachusetts 14 M ssi ssi ppi 64
Rhode | sl and 15
Connect i cut 16 West Sout h Central
M ddle Atlantic Division Ar kansas 71
Loui si ana 72
New Yor k 21 Ckl ahoma 73
New Jer sey 22 Texas 74
Pennsyl vani a 23
Mount ai n
East North Central Division
Mont ana 81
Chio 31 | daho 82
| ndi ana 32 Wom ng 83
[1linois 33 Col or ado 84
M chi gan 34 New Mexi co 85
W sconsi n 35 Ari zona 86
Ut ah 87
West North Central Division Nevada 88
M nnesot a 41
| owa 42 Paci fic
M ssouri 43
Nort h Dakot a 44 Washi ngt on 91
Sout h Dakota 45 O egon 92
Nebr aska 46 California 93
Kansas 47 Al aska 94
Hawali i 95
South Atlantic
Del awar e 51
Mar yl and 52
D. C 53
Virginia 54

West Virginia 55
North Carolina 56
Sout h Carolina 57
Ceorgi a 58



Fl ori da 59

The city codi ng systemchanges in Cctober 1985 fromone based on 57
SMBA identifiers with each SVMSA divided into a central city and
non-central city conponent to a nore conplex system of 252 CMSA
(Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Areas) identifiers, sone
subdi ded i nto as many as 12 PVMSAs (Primary Metropolitan Statistical
Areas) and up to 5 different Individual Central Gty Codes. In
April of 1994 the rank codes for cities are dropped, but the NMSA
FIPS codes are retained. In 1995 the 1993 nodification to the
MBA/ FI PS codes are adopted. | have been warned by the BLS that al
SMSA coding for 1995 is suspect. Users should understand that the
geogr aphi c coverage of netropolitan areas increases through tine,
and not only in Census years.

h-netsta snsastat 1-2 79- al |

Metropolitan Status Code. The status of any given |ocation may
change in 1986. Not Identifiable was coded as 3 or -1 on the BLS
t apes.

Met ropol i tan 1
Non- met ropol i t an 2
Not Identifiable m ssi ng

hg- nsas centcity 1-3 79- al
Central Cty Code. This |ooks |ike nore information than snsastat,

but many records identified in snsastat are not-identifiable here.
Not Ildentifiable was coded as 4 or -1 on the BLS tapes.

Central Gty 1

Bal ance of SMSA 2

Non SNMSA 3

Not Ildentifiable m ssi ng
na snsa’0 1-2 79-85:9 SMBAs
1970 Census SMSA si ze cat egori es. See next entry for sane variable
after COctober 1985.

3 mllion plus 1

1-3 mllion 2

not identifiable m ssi ng



hg- nssz snsa80 8 85:10-95: 9 SVBAs
7

2-

2- 95: 10- SVBAs

1983 Popul ation Estimates for the MSA/CMSA. I n the original tape,

O and 1 are used for m ssing values before 1994, then -1. In 1994

this becones the population of the CVBA/MSA and the 2 | argest

categories are conbi ned.
not identifiable m
100, 000- 249, 000 2
250, 000- 499, 999 3
500, 000- 999, 999 4
1-2.5 mllion 5
2.5-5 mllion 6
5- 10 mllion 7
10 mllion plus 8

na snsar ank 0-57 79-85: 6 al

The CPS uses the 1970 Census ranking to identify SMSAs from 1973 to
1985. See Appendix E for codes. This value is mssing for al
records during the 3rd quarter of 1985, and the cnsarank vari abl e
starts in the 4'" quarter - no simlar information is provided for
1985: 7- 9.

not an SMSA 0
1970 rank 1 - 57
hg_nsar cnsar ank 1- 252 86-94:3

CVBA/ MSA Rank Code. See Appendix F List 1 for list of codes. Use
caution in 1995 as the new sanpling franme is introduced.

not a CVBA m ssi ng
1980 rank 1 - 252
hg_pnsa pnsar ank 1-12 86-94: 3

PMSA rank code identifies PMSAs wwthin a CVMBA. See Appendi x F Li st
2 for codes.
non- di vi ded CNMSA m ssi ng
PMSA code 1- 12

h-inducc icntcity 1-4 86-

I ndi vidual Central City Codes identify individual central cities
within CMSAs with nore than one central city. See Appendi x F Li st



3 for codes.

O her m ssi ng
1980 CC code 1- 4
hg- nsac nsaf i ps 80- 9340 89-94
80- 9360 95- snmeast at =1

Metropolitan Statistical Area FIPS code. See Appendi x F List 4 for
codes. This code is mssing for June, July, and August of 1995.

not an NSBA 0
1980 MSA code 1 - 9340
hg-cnsa cnsacode 7-91 89- 94
7-97 95-

Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area Code. See List 5 of
Appendi x F.

not a CMSA
1980 CMBA code
or

~N~oOo
1

© ©

~N e
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Denogr aphy
a- sex sex 1-2 79- al

Item 18g. There are m ssing values in 1985, and 1989 on.

mal e 1
femal e 2
na race 1-3 79- 88 al
More race detail is offered for 1989 on. But there is no ‘other
category for 1996 on.
VWite 1
Bl ack 2
O her 3
a-race race 1-5 89- 95 al
1-4 96-
89-95 96-
|tem 18J.
VWite 1 1
Bl ack 2 2
Ameri can | ndi an 3 3
Asi an or Pacific
| sl ander 4 4
O her 5

11



a-reorgn ethnic 1-9 79- al

Item 18k. This variable subdivides the Hi spanic comunity by
national origin of ancestry. Non-hi spanics were sonetinmes coded as
"A" or '10" on the original BLS tapes. In the extracts non-hispanic
is coded always as '8 . In 1994 only undocunented val ues of 11-13
appear.

Mexi can Aneri can

Chi cano

Mexi cano

Puerto Ri can

Cuban

Central or South
Aneri can

O her Spani sh

Al ot her

Don't know

O©oo~N» GhWNE

a- age age 16- 99 79- al

Years of age. The CPS docunentation clains that this is topcoded at
90 years of age, but values up to 99 are found for 1979-1985.

A-maritl marit al 1-7 79- al

Item18e. Marital status at tinme of enuneration. Until 1989 W dowed
Di vorced and separated were grouped, however in all years, <4 is
married, otherwi se single. Inthe original data 5 is used for Never
Married until 1989.

Married civilian spouse present 1
Married AF spouse present 2
Married spouse absent or separated 3
W dowed or divorced (Through 88) 4
W dowed (After 88) 4
Di vor ced “ 5
Separ at ed “ 6

7

Never Marri ed

12



a-vet vet eran 1-6 79- sex=1 before 1989
then all

Item 18g. Fenmale veterans are not distinguished until 1989. A

di sadvant age of the coding schene adopted in the CPSis difficulty

of adding new wars in sequence, hence no coding for the Gulf war.

Vi et nam Er a
Kor ean War
VWorld War ||
World War |

O her Service
Non- vet er an

OO WNE

na gr adeat 0-18 79-91 al

Item 18h. Hi ghest grade of school attended. In the original BLS
coding for 1979-1988 the val ue coded for education is one nore than
the actual grade, so 13 was coded for a person who has at | east
started the senior year of high school. In 1989-1991 the actua

grade is coded, w thout adding one. So that senior in high school

is coded as 12 in the later system The first edition CD ROM
mai nt ai ns the BLS codi ng system while the current (second) edition
recodes the 1979-1988 values using the later system If you are
accustoned to the BLS systemread this paragraph closely - the old
BLS coding is not used here!

no schooling 0

First grade 1

iéfh gr ade 12
a- hgc gr adecp 1-2 79-91 al
Item 18. Was hi ghest graded attended conpl et ed?

Yes 1

No 2

13



a- hga grade92 31-46 92- al

|tem 18h. Hi ghest grade attended. In 1992 the BLS switched froma
years of schooling neasure to a nore credential oriented neasure.
Runor has it that a |abor econom st who estimted wage equations
for 1991 and 1992 wthout noticing the difference in the CPS
educati on nmeasure was surprised only by the change in the constant
term

Less than 1st grade 31
1st - 4th gr ade 32
5th or 6th 33
7th or 8th 34
9th 35
10t h 36
11t h 37
12t h grade NO DI PLOVA 38
H gh school graduate, diplom or GED 39
Sone col | ege but no degree 40
Associ ate degree in college -- Cccupational

or vocational program 41
Associ ate degree in college -- Academ c

program 42
Bachel or's degree (e.g. BA AB, BS) 43

Master's degree (e.g. MA M5, MEng, Med, NSW MBA) 44
Pr of essi onal school degree

(e.g. MD, DDS, DVM LLB, JD) 45
Doctorate degree (e.g. PhD, EdD) 46
na r el ahh 1-6 79- 88 al

Item 18b. Relationship to household head. This is recoded from
Rel ationship to reference person.

Head with other rel atives 1
Head with no other relatives 2
Wfe of head 3
O her relative of head 4
Non-rel ati ve of head with own
relatives (includes wife)5
Non-rel ative of head with no
own rel atives 6

14



a-rrp rel aref 1-10 89- 93 al
relref94 1-12 94-

Slightly nore detail is available for 94 on. In 1995 the partner
category is further expanded to distinguish anong roonmates,
partners and boarders, but this is not yet carried over to the
extracts. | was very pleased to note that the additional categories
were added at the end, w thout disturbing existing definitions.
relaref relref94

Ref erence person with other relative in HHLD

Ref erence person with no other rel atives

Husband

Wfe

Ownn Child

Par ent

Brot her or sister

QO her relative of reference person

Non rel ative of reference persion wth own
relatives in HHLD

Non rel ative of reference person with no

(o] O~NOYOUITAWN R
O~NOPPWWN PR

[
o

own relatives in HHLD 10 12
Par t ner/ Roommat e 11
Grandchi |l d 5
Foster Child 9
penatvty penatvty 57-555 94- al
Country of birth. See codes in Appendix G
pemtvty pemtvty 57-555 94- al
Mot her’s country of birth. See codes in Appendi x G
pefntvty pefntvty 57-555 94- al
Father’s country of birth. See codes in Appendix G
Prcitshp prcitshp 1-5 94- al
Citizenship status.
Native, born in US 1
Native, born in Puerto Rico or US Qutlying Area 2
Native, born abroad of Anerican Parent(s) 3
Foreign born, US citizen by naturalization 4
Foreign born, Not a citizen of the US 5

15



prcitflg prcitflg 0- 53 94- al

Citizenship allocation flag. The various allocation codes are
docunent ed (but not explained)in the CPS docunentation and are not
repeat ed here.

Unal | ocat ed 0
Al | ocat ed 1- 53
Pei nusyr pei nusyr 0-14 94- prcitshp>1

Immgrant’s year of entry. Wiy is this asked every nonth?
I ncredi bly, BLS has planned in advance for the last few code
meani ngs to change every year! The difference between the first two
val ues i s unknown.

Not in Universe (Bornin US -1

Not Foreign Born 00
Bef ore 1950 01
1950- 1959 02
1960- 1964 03
1965- 1969 04
1970-1974 05
1975-1979 06
1980- 1981 07
1982-1983 08
1984- 1985 09
1986- 1987 10
1988-1989 11
1990- 1991 12
1992- 1995 13

Starting January 1996

1992- 1993 13
1994- 1996 14

Starting January 1997

1994- 1997 14

16



Wages

Earnings are collected per hour for hourly workers, and per week
for other workers. If you want a consistent hourly wage series
during entire period , you should use earnwke/uhourse. This gives
i nputed hourly wage for weekly workers and actual hourly wage for
hourly workers. But check earnwke for top-coding.

a$hrl ywk pai dhr 1-2 79-93 eligible

Unedited Item25b. Is...paid by the hour on this job? [This job is
the current job from uhourse bel ow. ]

Yes 1
No 2
a- hrlywk paidhre 1-2 79- eligible

Edited item 25b. Is...paid by the hour on this job?

Yes 1
No 2
as$hr pay ear nhr 0- 9999 79-93 a- hrl ywk=1

| tem 25c. Earning per hour? (In pennies). This is truncated so that
when nultiplied by usual hours the result is never nore than
$100, 000 per year. Also, in sone years a nmaximm of 9900 is
enforced. For 1979 to 1984 earnhr and earnhre are top coded at
99.99. For 1985 on , the top code depends on hours worked and is
sel ected so that earning per hour tinmes usual hours is not nore
than 1923. 07 per week. After exam ning the data we note that the
top code is not uniformy applied. Wiile there is always a density
peak at the top code anobunt, a simlar nunber of observations are
general ly present at higher wage rates. You are cautioned to test
for wages at or above the top code, if appropriate.

a-herntp earnhre 0- 9999 79- a- hrl ywk=1

Edited Item 25c. Earnings per hour? (In pennies). Before 1989 this
is always 50 cents or nore. Sone years this is limted to a range
of 50 - 9900. In 1994 a value of 1 cent is converted to m ssing.
The lower bound is 10 cents in 1994 but 20 cents in 1995. Top
coding is the sane as for earnhr.

17



a$brswk  uear nwk 0- 1999 79-93 eligible

| tem 25d. Earni ngs per week. How nuch does...usually earn per week
at this job before deductions? Dollars. Three digits are all owed
before 1989. For 1992 on this field is top coded at 1923. Use this
field (or uearnwke) for hourly workers.

a- br swk uear nwke 0- 1999 79- 88 eligible

Edited Item 25d. Earnings per week. How nuch does...usually earn
per week at this job before deductions? Dollars.

a-werntp earnwke 0- 1999 79- eligible

Edited or conmputed earnings per week in this job. For hourly
wor kers, conputed Item25a tines |Item 25c appears here. For weekly
workers, edited Item 25a appears here. Three digits before 1989.
Also for 1989 on, there are no zero values, suggesting an
undocunent ed change in universe. Use this field for salary workers
and hourly workers 1989 and after. Use uearnwke for hourly workers
bef ore 1989.

a%usl hrs |25a 0-4 79- eligible
a%usl hrs [25b " " "

a%rspay |25c 79-93 "

a%gr swk | 25d " a- hrl ywk=1

These are allocation flags for the itens | 25a through 125d. An item
may be edited but not allocated, i.e. a correction. In the pre 1989
tapes 'not allocated is indicated by a m ssing value indicator.
Thi s has been changed to 0 on CD-ROM for consistency with the 1989
on coding. 125a > 0 always neans that usual hours are allocated on
the CD-ROM in any year.

Not al |l ocat ed
al | ocat ed

= O

For 1989 to 1993 the codi ng schene is:

no change

val ue to bl ank

bl ank to val ue
val ue to val ue

bl ank to MA error

AWNELO

| 25¢ never shows a val ue of 4.

18



For 1994 and beyond allocation flags range fromO to 53. Non-zero
val ues signify allocated data. The types of allocations are in an
appendi x to the CPS docunentation

19



Enpl oynent

For the enpl oyed, current job is the job held in the reference week
(the week before the survey). Persons with 2 or nore jobs are
classified in the job at which they worked the nost hours during
the reference week. The unenployed are classified according to
their latest full tine job lasting two weeks or nore or by the
current job (full or part-tinme). The industry and occupation
guestions are also asked of departing rotations (dp) not in the
| abor force who have worked in the last five years. The universe
for & is all private workers for pay, as defined by the edited
class of worker variable. The wuniverse for class of worker
vari abl es i s approxi mately t hose worki ng, or who have worked in t he
last 12 nonths or 5 years. It isn't usually clear from the
docunentation which. In sonme years non-workers may be in the
universe only if their past job was full-tine.

20



a$cl swkr cl ass 1-8 79-93
a-cl swkr classerl 1-8 89-93
cl ass94 1-8 94-

Item 23e, class of worker. Cl ass and cl asserl1l have the sane codi ng,
a-clswkr is the edited version of a$cl swkr. Note that the years of
availability are not the same. Cass94 has a new coding to
di stingui sh between non-profit and for-profit enploynent. O her
changes are gratuitous.

cl ass
cl asserl d assH

Private, for profit 1 4
Private, non-profit 1 5
Federal Gover nnent 2 1
St at e Gover nrent 3 2
Local Gover nnent 4 3
Sel f - enpl oyed (i ncor por at ed) 5 6
Sel f - enpl oyed (not i ncorporated) 6 7
Wt hout pay 7 8
Never wor ked or never worked

full-tine 8 nssi ng

na cl asser 1-5 79- 88 as above
Edi ted and recoded cl ass of worker.

Private 1

Gover nnent 2

Sel f - enpl oyed 3

Wt hout pay 4

Never Wbrked or never worked

full-tine 5

21



a-r cow cl asser?2 1-7 89-93 as above

Edited and recoded a$cl swkr. The self enployed (incorporated)
category seens to have been absorbed into self enployed
uni ncor por at ed.

private

f ederal governnent
state gover nment

| ocal gover nnent

sel f enpl oyed uni ncorp
W t hout pay

never wor ked

~NOoO O WNE

79- 88
89- 93
94-

L

a-| fsr

(]
(7]
—

—h [=—h
n|n
= [=
© |00
MN|©
el
~N N~

Enpl oyment Status Recode (Last week). This is later called the
Labor Force Status Recode. A value 0 of undefined neaning occurs in
1989 only. The universe is civilian adults.

esr Lfsr89 |Ifsr94
Wor ki ng 1 1 1 E
Wth a job, not at work 2 2 2 E
Looki ng 3 3 4 U
Layof f 4 3 “
Housewor k 4 NI LF
School 5 “
Unabl e to work 6 6 “
Wor ki ng w o pay 5 “
Unavai | abl e for work 6 “
QG her (Includes Retired) 7 7 5/7 *
na i nd70 17-937 79- 82

This is the 3-digit Industry Oassification fromthe 1970 Census.
See Appendi x A for codes. This variable is present on the BLS tape
in 1983, but is not to be relied on and is not included in the
extracts.
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a-ind i nd80 10-991 83-

ltem23b. This is the 3 digit Industry Cassification Code fromthe
1980 Census. See Appendi x B for codes.

di nd 1-52 79-

This is an NBER created 2-digit Detailed Industry C assification
Code that is consistent over all the years covered. See appendi x A
The BLS supplied 2-digit industry codes are so i hconsi stent with 3-
digit data that they have been dropped fromthe CD ROM extracts.

na occ70 1-984 79-82

This is the 3 digit Occupational Cassification from the 1970
Census. This variable is present on the original tape in 1983, but
is not to be relied on for that year. See Appendi x C for codes.

a- occ occ80 3-905 83-

This is the 3 digit GCccupational Cassification from the 1980
Census. See Appendi x D for codes. Changes after 1991 are noted in
Appendi x F.

na docc70 0-44 79-82 ??27?7

This is the 2-digit Detailed COccupation Recode from the 1970
Census. See Appendix C for codes. For 1983 the CPS docunentation
shows a field with this definition, but the contents of the field
are inappropriate.

a- dt occ docc 1-46 83-

This is the 2-digit Detail COccupati on Recode fromthe 1980 Census.
The 1979-1982 3-digit classification would not easily be coded into
this form

a- er nel eligible 1-2 79: 6- al

Eligibility Flag. This flag marks non-self-enpl oyed workers for
pay. In the original files "1" always marks a private worker for
pay, but the alternative may be "0" or m ssing, depending on the
year. For the CD-ROMthese |l ater values are translated to "2" for
consistency. Note that this variable starts in md- 1979.

ESR=1 & cl asser=1 & cl ass<5b 1
ot her 2
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a-mgj act activlw 1-7 79-93 al

Edited Item 19. Wat was...doing nost of LAST WEEK (Mjor
Activity)?

wor ki ng

with a job

| ooki ng for work
keepi ng house

at school

unable to work
other/retired

~NOoO O WNE

After 1988, other is split into tw categories:
retired 7
ot her 8
a$maj act doinglw 1-8 79-93 civilians

Unedited and unallocated Item 19. What was...doing nost of LAST
WEEK? Codes are the sane as a-nmmj act above.

a-hrsl hour sl wa 0-99 79-93 ESR=1
Unedited Item 20A. How many hours did...work | ast week at all jobs?
a$usl hrs uhours 0-99 79-93 eligible

| tem 25a. How many hours does...usually work at this job?

a-usl hrs uhourse 0-99 79- eligible
Edited Item 25a. How many hours does...usually work at this job?
[ 1989 trough 1993 the range is 1-99.] The allocation flag for this
variable is noted with the earnings vari abl es above. For 1994 on

the answer ‘hours vary’ is translated to mssing in the extracts.

asusl ft uhour s35 1-2 79-93 ESR=1 &
i tem20a<35

Unedi ted and unal |l ocated Item 20c. Does...USUALLY work 35 hours or
nore a week at this job? Part 1.

bl ank m ssi ng
Yes 1
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na hour sl w 1-99 79-

Edited item 20a. How many hours did...work |ast week at all jobs?
For 1994 and after this is allowed to go to 198 hours on the
original tape. This is truncated on the CD ROM

a-ftreas reasonlw 1-15 79-93 ESR=1 &
pehruslt reason94 1-13 94- I tem 20a<35
Edited Item 20c. Does...USUALLY work 35 hours or nore a week at
this job? Part 2. The reasons are the sane as for a$ftreas
(bel ow) .

a-whyabs absentlw 1-8 79-93 itenml=1
peabsrsn absent 94 1-14 94-

Item 21a. Why was...absent fromwork |ast week?

absent| w absent 94
5
4

Om illness

On vacation

Bad weat her

Labor dispute

New job to begin within 30 days
Tenporary |l ayoff (under 30 days)
I ndefinite |ayoff (30 days or nore)
Q her

Sl ack work / business conditions
Child care problens

O her famly / persona

Maternity / paternity

School / training

Cvic/ mlitary

Does not work

O~NOUTAWNR
RPO~NONRPRRRPWOR
= N (@)

[
w N
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a$ftreas why35lw 1-15 79-93 ESR=1 &
pehrrsn3 why3594 1-23 94- | t em20A<35

Unedi ted and unal | ocated Item 20c. Does...usually work 35 hours or
nore a week at this job? Part 2. In 1994 on full and part-tine
wor kers are distingui shed.

why 35 why 3594
Reasonl w reason94
Full -time Part-
tinme
bl ank m ssi ng
Sl ack wor k 1 1 14
Mat eri al shortage 2
Pl ant or machine repair 3
New job started during week 4 3
Job term nated during week 5 3
Could find only part-tinme work 6 15
Hol i day 7 6
Labor dispute 8 9
Bad weat her 9 10
Om illness 10 5 19
On vacation 11 4
Too busy with house, school, etc. 12
Did not want full-tinme work 13
Full -time work week under 35 hours 14
Q her 15 13 23
Seasonal 2 16
Child care problens 7 17
O her famly obligations 8 18
School /trai ni ng 11 20
Cvic/mlitary 12
Social Security limt on earnings 21
na ftpt79 0-5 79- 88 civilians

Full-time or part-tine status.
Not in |abor force

Enpl oyed full-tine

Part-time for econom c reasons
Unenpl oyed full-tine

Enpl oyed part-tine

Unenpl oyed part-tine

abrhwWNEFLO
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a- wkst at
pr wkst at

ftpt89
ftpto4

1-7 89- 93
1-12 94-

al |

| don't knowif these categories fully enunerate the possibilities,
or what 'econom c reasons' m ght be.

na

Part-tinme

a-ftpt
ltem 26b.

st udent s,

ftpt89

Not in | abor force 1
Full -ti me schedul e 2
PT for econonic reasons

usual ly FT 3
PT for non-economni c reasons

usual ly PT 4
PT for econonic reasons

usual ly PT 5
Unenpl oyed FT 6
Unenpl oyed PT 7

not at work usually FT

PT for non-econom c reasons usually FT
FT usually PT for econom c reasons

FT usually PT for non-econonic reasons
Not at work usually PT

pt st at

st at us.

studftpt

0,56 79-88

all other
vol untary part-time workers

part-tinme for econom c reasons

1-2 84-

ftptod

1
2

al |

[N &) e

16-24 years

Is...enrolled in a school as a full-tinme or
student [this week]? (There is no docunentation for a code for non-
but they are coded as m ssing).

full-time
part-tinme
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Uni on vari abl es

uni onmm  uni onnm 1-2 84- 93 | 25=2&dp

|tem 25E (Unedited). On this job, is... a nmenber of a |abor union
or an enployee association simlar to a wunion? The CPS
docunentation clains that the universe is all departing rotations,
but class<5 (Private or governnment worker for pay) would seemto be
t he actual universe.

Yes 1
No 2
a_unnem uni onnme 1-2 83- | 25E=2&dp

Item 25E (Edited). On this job, is...a nenber of a |abor union or
an enpl oyee association simlar to a union? The universe i s subject
to the sane comment nentioned under uni onnm above.

Yes 1
No 2
a_uncov uni oncov 1-2 83- a_unmenr2

ltem 25F (Edited). On this job, is...covered by a union or enpl oyee
associ ation contract? (Note uni verse: What about uni on nenbers not
covered by a contract?)

Yes 1
No 2
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