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deciles 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th

1st 61.57 22.74 8.28 3.61 1.59 1.03 0.55 0.23 0.17 0.23
2nd 20.91 43.26 20.27 7.87 4.03 1.82 0.80 0.57 0.29 0.17
3rd 7.78 18.53 39.65 18.67 7.98 3.65 1.75 1.06 0.59 0.34
4th 4.06 6.46 18.35 36.62 19.30 08.07 3.80 1.93 0.96 0.46
5th 2.15 3.53 7.05 18.80 35.48 18.92 8.12 3.71 1.54 0.70
6th 1.52 2.03 3.22 7.15 18.81 35.05 20.63 7.75 2.78 1.06
7th 0.99 1.11 2.25 3.82 7.17 19.78 36.63 19.78 6.64 1.84
8th 0.60 0.64 1.15 1.84 3.60 7.29 19.78 41.64 19.48 3.99
9th 0.42 0.22 0.57 0.99 1.37 2.87 6.01 19.44 51.31 16.80
10th 0.43 0.30 0.42 0.49 0.77 0.99 1.91 4.10 16.59 74.00

Table 1: Transition matrix for US (t,t+1), average 1967-92



deciles 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th

1st 47.16 23.75 11.61 6.05 3.64 2.68 1.92 1.38 1.00 0.83
2nd 21.30 31.69 20.29 9.99 5.95 4.18 2.54 1.99 1.32 0.74
3rd 10.74 19.54 26.32 17.01 10.55 6.31 4.20 2.54 1.75 1.03
4th 5.98 9.62 17.48 22.40 17.30 11.08 7.19 4.54 2.84 1.56
5th 4.54 6.03 9.71 17.79 21.33 17.06 10.60 6.67 4.03 2.25
6th 3.33 3.72 6.07 9.72 17.88 20.88 17.02 11.57 6.77 3.03
7th 2.69 2.22 3.86 6.67 11.31 18.26 22.10 17.80 10.68 4.42
8th 2.19 1.73 2.45 4.30 6.13 11.47 19.32 23.87 19.39 9.14
9th 1.70 1.40 1.84 2.36 3.74 5.99 10.66 20.10 32.33 19.87
10th 1.12 0.97 0.95 1.40 1.97 2.99 4.73 8.95 19.89 57.01

Table 2: Transition matrix for US (t, t+5), average 1967-87



Table 3: Attitudes toward redistribution

Should govt. reduce income di¤erences between rich and poor ?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Dummy
NO YES GOVRED

Full sample .13 .07 .12 .20 .17 .11 .20 .47
By year
1978 .12 .08 .11 .21 .17 .11 .19 .48
1980 .16 .07 .13 .20 .17 .09 .17 .43
1983 .15 .08 .11 .18 .16 .11 .20 .48
1984 .12 .08 .13 .17 .15 .12 .21 .49
1986 .12 .06 .11 .21 .17 .09 .23 .49
1987 .12 .06 .12 .21 .17 .09 .23 .49
1988 .12 .08 .12 .20 .18 .10 .20 .48
1989 .11 .07 .11 .20 .20 .13 .18 .50
1990 .11 .06 .09 .22 .18 .12 .21 .52
1991 .09 .08 .12 .20 .17 .13 .20 .51
1993 .12 .08 .12 .18 .19 .12 .18 .49
1994 .15 .08 .15 .21 .16 .09 .15 .40

By region
West .16 .09 .13 .18 .17 .10 .16 .44
Midwest .11 .07 .13 .20 .19 .11 .20 .50
North-Est .11 .07 .12 .20 .18 .10 .21 .50
South .14 .07 .11 .21 .15 .10 .20 .46
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Table 4: Individual determinants of preference for redistribution

Ordered logit. Dependent variable = support for redistribution
[1] [2] [3] [4] [5]

Age -.005¤¤ -.004¤¤ -.005¤¤ -.007¤¤ -.002¤¤

(.001) (.002) (.002) (.001) (.0005)
Married .037 .044 .039 .005 -.011

(.036) (.035) (.055) (.038) (.015)
Female .223¤¤ .239¤¤ .257¤¤ .225¤¤ .060¤¤

(.044) (.047) (.045) (.051) (.012)
Black .753¤¤ .774¤¤ .776¤¤ .709¤¤ .171¤¤

(.093) (.097) (.096) (.103) (.030)
Educ<12 .522¤¤ .519¤¤ .479¤¤ .576¤¤ .105¤¤

(.036) (.036) (.077) (.048) (.019)
Educ>16 -.302¤¤ -.310¤¤ -.285¤¤ -.360¤¤ -.044¤¤

(.050) (.050) (.057) (.055) (.020)
Children -.010 -.012 .014 -.019 -.001

(.033) (.032) (.046) (.035) (.016)
ln(real income) -.274¤¤ -.273¤¤ -.264¤¤ -.274¤¤ -.053¤¤

.018 (.019) (.028) (.022) (.009)
Self-employed -.316¤¤ -.320¤¤ -.207¤¤ -.335¤¤ -.099¤¤

(.058) (.058) (.054) (.076) (.021)
Unemp. last 5 yrs .230¤¤ .230¤¤ .187¤¤ .258¤¤ .082¤¤

(.037) (.038) (.046) (.041) (.015)
Protestant -.134

(.086)
Catholic .007

(.080)
Jewish -.190

(.126)
Other religion .407¤¤

(.133)
Help others .250¤¤

(.081)
Job prestige>father’s -.080¤¤ -.007

(.034) (.015)
Educ - father’s .029¤¤ .004¤¤

(.005) (.002)
No. obs. 11782 11769 6642 8716 5602
Pseudo Rsq .03 .03 .03 .03 .05

Notes: ¤ denotes signi…cance at the 10 percent level, ¤¤ at the 5 percent level.
Standard errors corrected for heteroskedasticity and clustering of the residuals at the MSA level..
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Table 5: Preferences for redistribution and future income prospects

Dependent variable = support for redistribution
Ordered Logit Probit

[1] [2] [3] [4]

Age -.007¤¤ -.007¤¤ -.002¤¤ -.002¤¤

(.002) (.002) (.0005) (.0005)
Married .027 .019¤¤ .011 -.012

(.042) (.042) (.016) (.016)
Female .196¤¤ .200¤¤ .054¤¤ .055¤¤

(.052) (.052) (.012) (.012)
Black .684¤¤ .687¤¤ .156¤¤ .157¤¤

(.094) (.095) (.031) (.032)
Educ<12 .534¤¤ .545¤¤ .091¤¤ .094¤¤

(.052) (.052) (.020) (.020)
Educ>16 -.373¤¤ -.355¤¤ -.048¤¤ -.045¤¤

(.051) (.052) (.020) (.020)
Children -.012 -.014 .003 .002

(.040) (.039) (.016) (.016)
ln(real income) -.177¤¤ -.100¤¤ -.028¤ -.017

(.033) (.038) (.017) (.019)
Self-employed -.346¤¤ -.330¤¤ -.102¤¤ -.099¤¤

(.082) (.081) (.023) (.023)
Unemp. last 5 yrs .256¤¤ .257¤¤ .077¤¤ .077¤¤

(.043) (.043) (.017) (.017)
Job prestige >father’s -.074¤¤ -.078¤¤ -.0002 -.001

(.038) (.038) (.017) (.017)
Education - father’s .031¤¤ .031¤¤ .005¤¤ .004¤

(.005) (.005) (.002) (.002)
Prob(7-10 decile) -.316¤¤ -.080¤¤

(.084) (.040)
Expected income -.005¤¤ -.001¤¤

.001 (.0004)

No. obs. 7714 7714 4891 4891
Pseudo Rsq .03 .03 .05 .05

Notes: see notes to Table 4.
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Table 6: Sensitivity analysis

Ordered logit. Dependent variable = support for redistribution
No in‡uential No migrants Income Avg. income Transition matrix
observations deciles (t-1,t,t+1) US by year

[1] [2] [3] [4] [5]

coefficient on:
Prob(7-10 decile) -.287¤¤ -.312¤¤ -.872¤¤ -.314¤¤ -.292¤¤

(.081) (.087) (.220) (.087) (.086)

Expected income -.006¤¤ -.005¤¤ -.001 -.005¤¤ -.005¤¤

(.001) (.001) (.002) (.001) (.001)

Notes: see notes to Table 4.
Controls include: Age, Married, Female, Black, Educ<12, Educ>16, Children, ln(real

income), Self-employed, Unemp. last 5 yrs, Prestige>father’s, Educ-father’s, STATES,

YEARS.

Table 7: Di¤erent income de…nitions and time horizons

Ordered logit. Dependent variable = support for redistribution
Family income

Family income Hourly earnings of head (incl. OFUM)
t,t+5 t,t+1 t,t+5 t,t+1 t,t+5
[1] [2] [3] [4] [5]

coefficient on:
Prob(7-10 decile) -.423¤¤ -.282¤¤ -.310¤¤ -.341¤¤ -.493¤¤

(.110) (.075) (.118) (.091) (.116)

Expected income -.005¤¤ -.006¤¤ -.006¤¤ -.006¤¤ -.006¤¤

(.001) (.001) (.001) (.001) (.001)

Notes: see notes to Table 4.
Controls include: Age, Married, Female, Black, Educ<12, Educ>16, Children, ln(real

income), Self-employed, Unemp. last 5 yrs, Prestige>father’s, Educ-father’s, STATES,

YEARS.
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Table 8: Other mobility measures

Ordered logit. Dependent variable = support for redistribution

t+1 t+5

coefficient on:
[1] Spearman mobility -.036 .382

(.322) (.231)
[2] Fields-Ok -.011 -.006

(.013) (.008)
[3] Fields-Ok (logs) -.349¤ -.115

(.201) (.224)
[4] King .304 -.370

(.453) (.244)

Notes: see notes to Table 4.

Controls include: Age, Married, Female, Black, Educ<12, Educ>16, Children, ln(real

income), Self-employed, Unemp. last 5 yrs, Prestige>father’s, Educ-father’s, STATES,

YEARS.
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Table 9: Equal opportunities and social mobility

Ordered logit. Dependent variable = support for redistribution
Fraction Coe¤. on Expected income Test
of Yes for those who answer ¯1= ¯0

Yes No (p-value)

[1] Class di¤erences due to .40 -.008¤¤ -.003 .00
ability & educ. (CLABEDU) (.003) (.002)

[2] Class di¤erences due to .45 -.0036 -.007¤¤ .02
family background (CLFAM) (.0023) (.003)

[3] Class di¤erences due to .43 -.002 -.007¤¤ .01
outside factors (CLOUT) (.002) (.003)

[4] Class di¤erences persist .70 -.005¤ -.008¤¤ .04
(CLSTAY) (.003) (.003)

[5] Class di¤erences are justi…ed .52 -.007¤¤ -.0004 .00
(CLJUSTIF) (.003) (.003)

[6] Class di¤erences acceptable, .74 -.006¤ -.002 .20
re‡ect opportunities (.002) (.003)
(CLACCOPP)

[7] Not everyone has opportunity .28 -.004 -.008¤¤ .00
to get educated (OP_EDU) (.003) (.003)

[8] Important hard work .89 -.0001 .008¤¤ .00
(OP_HRDWK) (.002) (.004)

[9] Important who you know .44 .005¤ -.001 .03
(OP_KNOW) (.003) (.002)

[10] Important educated parents .42 .003 -.0005 .14
(OP_PARED) (.003) (.002)

[11] Important to come from .52 .002 -.0005 .08
whlty family (OP_WLTH) (.003) (.002)

Notes: see notes to Table 4.

Controls include: Age, Married, Female, Black, Educ<12, Educ>16, Children, ln(real

income), Self-employed, Unemp. last 5 yrs, Prestige>father’s, Educ-father’s, STATES.
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Figure 1:  Probability of moving above the 6th decile (RELMOB7s
5)
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(a)   Probability of moving above the 6th decile (RELMOB75)

(b)   Expected income, constant US$ 1986 (EXPINCt
5)

Figure 2: Time profile of mobility measures for the median voter
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