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Financial innovations broaden the choices available to households, but make financial 
decisions more difficult for the average individual. The low level of financial decision-
making skills, financial literacy, and quality of financial education has drawn public 
attention, especially since the recent financial crisis (Lusardi, 2008; Gerardi et al., 2010; 
Hastings et al., 2012). One line of research focuses on the impact of cognitive ability on 
financial decision-making: for example, Agarwal and Mazumder (2013) find a negative 
correlation between math score and likelihood of poor financial decisions.   Heckman et 
al. (e.g., 2012) draw attention to the importance of non-cognitive skills, as measured by 
personality traits. Using a unique dataset, we propose to examine their impact on 
financial decision-making.  The findings may point toward a new way, such as early 
personality interventions, to address problems of over-indebtedness and other financial 
difficulties faced by U.S. households.  

Psychologists have documented the predictivity of personality traits on several important 
life outcomes such as earning, health, schooling, and crime (Roberts et al., 2007; 
Duckworth et al., 2012; Hill et al., 2012; Judge et al., 2012). In addition, economists have 
found correlations between personality and wages, marriage, and fertility (Bowles et al., 
2001; Lundberg, 2011; 2010). Recent efforts have been focused on identifying the causal 
impact of personality on outcomes (Cunha et al., 2010; Cunha and Heckman, 2008; 2007; 
Heckman et al., 2006; 2012); however, to our knowledge, our proposed study is the first 
attempt to identify the causality between personality and an extensive set of financial 
decision outcomes. 

Nyhus and Webley (2001) document the correlations between household heads’ 
personalities and households’ saving and borrowing using data collected through CentER 
Saving Survey (CSS). We consider a wider range of outcomes, including debt-to-income 
ratios, unaffordable home mortgages, and missing bills, as proxies for unobservable 
financial literacy. Financial literacy, either self-assessed or measured by the fraction of 
correct answers on the “Big Five” literacy questions (Lusardi and Mitchell, 2011), has 
been shown to be correlated with a series of financial outcomes (Hastings et al., 2012). 
Our analyses are carried out with the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health 
(Add Health) data, which broadly surveys health, health behaviors, and their contexts 
from adolescence through young adulthood.  To date, this data set has only infrequently 
been used by economists. Wave I (1994-95) sampled approximately 90,000 adolescents 
in grades 7–12 from primary sampling units of high-schools and their “feeder schools”.  
A subsample of 20,745 participated in an in-home questionnaire.  This subsample was re-
interviewed in 1996, 2001-02, and 2007-08 (Waves II, III and IV, respectively).  The 
15,197 young adults in Wave IV were ages 24-32, a crucial time for initial major 
financial decisions, and Wave IV includes measures of several household finance 
outcomes. Both Waves I and IV include personality questionnaires. While Wave IV 
includes measures of the “Big Five” personality traits (i.e., extraversion, neuroticism, 
conscientiousness, agreeableness, and openness to experience), only measures of the first 
three can be constructed from the Wave I questionnaires (Young and Beaujean, 2011).   
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This unique data set can potentially identify the causal relationship between personality 
traits and financial decisions. We are aware of complications associated with identifying 
the impact of personality based on measurable personality traits, such as the intervention 
of cognition and incentive, reverse causality, and measurement errors of personality traits 
(Roberts et al., 2007; Heckman et al., 2006; Duckworth et al., 2012; Cunha and 
Heckman, 2008; Hill et al., 2012; Urzua, 2008; Judge et al., 2012; Borghans et al., 2011; 
2008). Fortunately, our personality measures are not from achievement tests; thus, 
cognition and incentive are less likely to play a role in the personality measurements 
(Almlund et al., 2011). Nevertheless, we will account for individual cognition as well as 
constraints and incentives associated with financial decisions. Cognition will be 
measured by the math scores in grades 7-12 available for the subjects interviewed in 
Wave I; constraints and incentives for wise financial decisions will be proxied by 
household income. Since Add Health did not measure spouses’ personality, individual 
decision-making power within the household must be controlled for (Nyhus and Webley, 
2001). We will also address the other identification issues. First, we will use personality 
traits prior to the financial decisions as instrumental variables for personality traits at the 
time of the financial decisions (Groves, 2005; Feinstein, 2000). Although personality can 
be shaped gradually by life experiences, there is evidence that it is rank stable among 
young adults (Robins et al., 2002); therefore, the relevance condition of the instrumental 
variable is satisfied. Second, we will adapt the factor analysis method developed by 
Heckman et al. (2012) to account for the multi-dimensionality and measurement errors of 
personality measures. 

There are several ways to introduce psychological variables into economic models 
(Bowles et al., 2001; Almlund et al., 2011; Ferguson et al., 2011). Our unique data also 
allow us to explore several potential mechanisms, such as risk preference, time 
preferences, social networks, and mental health. In particular, questionnaires about 
gambling and risk-taking were administered in Wave III, while indices of social 
psychology and mental health were constructed for Wave IV. Matching the individual’s 
residential location to the local socioeconomic environment will permit construction of 
the social network background for an individual. Taking advantage of the rich 
information provided by Add Health can allow us to distinguish the avenue through 
which personality traits affect financial decisions.  

Our work will contribute to the literature in several ways. It adds to the literature on the 
long-term effect of personality traits. The Add Health data set includes more personality 
measures than other longitudinal data, like the NLSY, where only measures of self-
esteem and sense of mastery are available in multi-waves. Furthermore, the personality 
questionnaires included in Waves I and IV of Add Health enable us to take advantage of 
the stability of personality (Roberts et al., 2005) and to address the issue that individuals 
may fake their personality in surveys (Borghans et al., 2008).  Finally, our study focuses 
on the financial decisions of young adults at critical ages for making their initial financial 
decisions.  Once the causality is identified, our work can provide new insights into how 
to improve the efficiency of interventions on financial literacy and education. 

The grant from NBER will be used for data processing and analysis. This work will lay 
the groundwork for further investigations and potential grant applications. A detailed 
budget with justifications is attached. 
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Proposed Budget  

Grad. RA  - 50% for two summer months  $4120 
 Benefits on GRA           246 
Purchase of Add Health Data and security use   1500 
Travel 
  One trip to Ann Arbor, MI for data       1500 
  Two trips to NBER Conference for investigators   4000 
  Two trips to AEA and/or ACCI meetings to  
  present paper      4000 
Equipment – iPad            600 
Submission and page fees        600  
Materials and supplies         250 
Discretionary support         200  
 Total              $17,016 

 

We are requesting $17,016 in support for this project.  About $4366 will be used to pay a 
50% time GRA during the summer to work on data development and analysis for the 
research.  The purchase of the Add Health data including the geographic information will 
cost $1500.  One trip to Ann Arbor, MI to work with the restricted data on site will cost 
$1500.  About $8000 will be used for two trips for each investigator to present the paper 
at the NBER workshop (presumably in Cambridge) and at the AEA meetings in 
Philadelphia and/or the American Council on Consumer Interests (ACCI) meetings.  The 
remainder will be used to purchase an iPad ($600), for submission and page fees ($600), 
materials and supplies ($250), and discretionary support ($200). 
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“The Role of Family Structure in the Evolution of Health from Adolescence to Young 
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“Hazel Kyrk:  Putting the Economics into Home Economics” (with D. Elizabeth Kiss), 
Kappa Omicron Nu Forum 11 (2, 2000): 25-42. 
 
“The Child Support Enforcement Amendments of 1984 and Educational Attainment 
of Young Adults in the U.S.” (with Pedro M. Hernandez and John W. Graham), 
Review of Labour Economics and Industrial Relations 10 (Autumn 1996): 537-558.  
 
“Child Support in Black and White: Racial Differentials in the Award and Receipt of 
Child Support During the 1980s” (with John W. Graham), Social Science Quarterly 
77 (September 1996): 528-542. 
 
“Changes in the Relationship Between Child Support Payments and Educational 
Attainment of Offspring, 1979-1988” (with Pedro M. Hernandez and John W. 
Graham), Demography 32 (May 1995): 249-260. 
 
“Child Support and Children’s Well-Being,” in Sherman Hanna, ed., Family 
Economics and Resource Management Biennial 1 (1995): 25-32. 
 
“The Divisions of Labor by Gender:  A Comment,” Rationality and Society 5 (July 
1993): 398-407. 
 
“Part-Time Work and Child Care Choices for Mothers of Preschool Children” (with 
Karen Fox Folk), Journal of Marriage and the Family 55 (February 1993): 146-157. 
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“Child Support and Remarriage:  Implications for the Economic Well-Being of 
Children” (with Karen Fox Folk and John W. Graham), Journal of Family Issues 13 
(June 1992): 142-157. 
 
“Black-White Earnings Over the 1970s and 1980s:  Gender Differences in Trends” 
(with Francine D. Blau), Review of Economics and Statistics 74 (May 1992): 276-
286. 
 
“Family Structure and Educational Attainment of Children:  Effects of Remarriage” 
(with Seung Sin Chung), Journal of Population Economics 5 (February 1992): 39-59. 
 
“The Effects of Child Support Enforcement on Child Support Payments” (with John 
W. Graham), Population Research and Policy Review 10 (2, 1991): 91-116. 
 
“The Effect of Child Support Payments on the Labor Supply of Female Family 
Heads:  An Econometric Analysis” (with John W. Graham), The Journal of Human 
Resources 24 (Fall 1989): 664-688.  
 
“Trends in Earnings Differentials by Gender:  1971-1981” (with Francine D. Blau), 
Industrial and Labor Relations Review 41 (July 1988): 513-529. 
 
Child Support Payments:  Evidence from Repeated Cross-Sections” (with John W. 
Graham), American Economic Review 78 (May 1988): 81-85.  
 
“Educational Attainment of Children from Single-Parent Families: Differences by 
Exposure, Gender and Race” (with Sheila Fitzgerald Krein), Demography 25 (May 
1988): 221-234. 
Digested as “Children from Fatherless Households Complete Less Schooling than 
Others” in Family Planning Perspectives 20 (May/June 1988): 148-149. 
 
“The Determinants of Child Support Income” (with John W. Graham), Social Science 
Quarterly 67 (June 1986):  353-364. 
 
“Child Support Awards:  Differentials and Trends by Race and Marital Status” (with  
John W. Graham), Demography 23 (May 1986):  231-244.   
Reprinted in Proceedings:  Research and Evaluation Track, 35th Annual 
Conference, National Child Support Enforcement Association, 1987. 
 
“A Note on the Number and Living Arrangements of Women with Children Under 21 
from an Absent Father:  Revised Estimates from the April 1979 and 1982 Current 
Population Surveys” (with John W. Graham), Journal of Economic and Social 
Measurement 13 (2) 1985: 209-214. 
 
“Changes in the Sex Composition of U.S. Occupations, 1960-81,” The Journal of 
Human Resources 20 (Spring 1985): 235-250. 
 
“The Impact of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 on Women's Entry into 
Nontraditional Occupations:  An Economic Analysis,” Law & Inequality:  A Journal of 
Theory & Practice 1 (June 1983): 73-88.  
 
“Occupational Segregation by Sex:  Determinants and Changes,” The Journal of 
Human Resources 17 (Summer 1982): 371-392. 
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Reprinted in Gender and Economics, by Jane Humphries, ed., The International 
Library of Critical Writings in Economics, Aldershot, England and Brookfield, VT:  
Edward Elgar Publishing Co. Ltd., 1995:  350-371. 
 
“The Impact of Equal Opportunity Policy on Sex Differentials in Earnings and 
Occupations,” The American Economic Review 72 (May 1982):  171-175. 
 
“The Effect of Economic Conditions on the Success of EEO Laws:  An Application to 
the Sex Differential in Earnings,” The Review of Economics and Statistics 62 (August 
1980):  379-387. 
 
“The Economics of Enforcement of an Anti-discrimination Law:  Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964,” The Journal of Law and Economics, 21 (October 1978):  359-
380.  
Excerpted in Civil Rights Legislation by Theodore Eisenberg, ed., Bobbs-Merrill  
Company, Inc., 1981. 
 
“Title VII and the Male/Female Earnings Gap:  An Economic Analysis,” Harvard 
Women's Law Journal 1 (Spring 1978): 157-173. 
 

 Proceedings 
 

“Changes in Paternity Establishment and Child Support Enforcement Under Welfare 
Reform: How Will Rural Residents be Affected?“ (with Elizabeth T. Powers), The 
Status of Women:  Facing the Facts, Forging the Future, Sixth Women’s Policy 
Research Conference Proceedings, Institute for Women’s Policy Research, 2003: 
170-174.  
 
“Small Change: Problems and Prospects in Child Support,” in Karen Fox Folk, ed., 
Consumer Interests Annual 42, 1996: Columbia, MO: American Council on 
Consumer Interests, 17-24. 
 
“Changes in the Child Support Enforcement Environment During the 1980s: Effect 
on the Educational Attainment of Young Adults” (with Pedro Hernandez), in Karen 
Fox Folk, ed., Consumer Interests Annual 42, 1996:  Columbia, MO: American 
Council on Consumer Interests, 347-352. 
 
“A Policy Agenda for Child Support in the 1990s” (with John W. Graham), Third 
Women's Policy Research Conference Proceedings, Institute for Women's Policy 
Research, 1994:  221-227. 
 
“Trends in Child Support Payments” (with John W. Graham), First Women's Policy 
Research Conference Proceedings, Institute for Women's Policy Research, 1990:  
52-57. 
 
“Child Support and the Feminization of Poverty” (with Seung Sin Chung), in Vickie 
Hampton, ed., Proceedings of the American Council on Consumer Interests, 1988:  
264-270. 

 
“Occupational Segregation and the Earnings Gap,” Comparable Worth:  Issue for the 
80's, a consultation of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Vol. 1, Washington, 
D.C.:  U.S. Government Printing Office, 1984: 23-33. 
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“Trends in Major Fields of Study Among Women in Higher Education” (with Kee-ok 
Kim Han), in Kathryn D. Rettig and Mohamed Abdel-Ghany, eds., Economic 
Decisions of Families:  Security for the Elderly and Labor Force Participation of  
Women, Washington, D.C.: American Home Economics Association,1984: 165-192. 
 
“EEO Legislation and the Earnings of Women,” Industrial Relations Research 
Association Series, Proceedings of the Twenty-ninth Annual Meeting, 1977:190-198. 
Excerpted as “The Effect on Women's Earnings of Enforcement in Title VII Sex 
Discrimination Cases,” Monthly Labor Review, March 1977: 56-57. 
Reprinted in Policy Studies Review Annual, Vol. 2, Howard E. Freeman, ed., Institute 
for Social Science Research, UCLA, 1978: 634-642. 

  
 Testimony 
 

“Testimony Prepared for the House Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Crime 
and Criminal Justice.”  Criminal Penalty for Flight to Avoid Payment of Arrearages in 
Child Support, Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Crime and Criminal Justice of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 102nd Congress, 
Second Session, on H.R. 1241, January 15, 1992, Serial No. 40, Washington, D.C.:  
U.S. GPO, pp. 109-111.  
 
“Occupational Segregation and the Earnings Gap.”  Comparable Worth:  Issue for 
the 80's, a consultation of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, Vol. 2: Proceedings, 
June 6-7, 1984.  Washington, D.C.:  U.S. Government Printing Office, 1985:  15-18 
and 29-30, 39-42, 45-46 passim.  
 
“Job Segregation and Wage Discrimination.”  Testimony at Hearings before the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, On Job Segregation and Wage 
Discrimination.  Hearings held in Washington, D.C., April 28-30, 1980: 293-304. 

 
 Book Reviews 

 
The Economic Emergence of Women by Barbara R. Bergmann.  Industrial and 
Labor Relations Review 41 (January 1988): 317-318. 
 
A Treatise on the Family by Gary S. Becker (with Sheila Fitzgerald Krein and Kee-ok 
Kim Han).  Population Research and Policy Review 3 (1984): 281-286. 
 
Economic Independence for Women.  The Foundation for Equal Rights, Jane 
Roberts Chapman, ed., American Journal of Sociology 83 (November 1977):  
816-18. 

 
 Other 

 
“Child Support Across State Lines: Distance, Interstate enforcement, and Welfare 
Reform” (with Yunhee Chang and Elizabeth Powers). [Electronic Abstract] 
Consumer Interests Annual 54, 2008. 

 
“Session Summary:  Child Support Enforcement and Welfare Reform,” Newsletter of 
the Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession, Winter 2004: 
17. 
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“Career Paths of Women Entering the Economics Profession During the 1970s,” 
Newsletter of the Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession, 
Winter 2001: 3. 
 
“CSWEP Session Summary:  Economics of Child Support,” Newsletter of the 
Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession, Winter 2001: 16. 
 
“Andrea H. Beller, Biographical Sketch,” Newsletter of the Committee on the Status 
of Women in the Economics Profession, Fall 1999: 7-8.  
 
“The Effect of Child Support on the Educational Attainment of Young Adults:  
Changes in the 1980s” (with Pedro M. Hernandez), in Teresa Mauldin, ed., 
Proceedings of the American Council on Consumer Interests 39th Annual 
Conference, 1993: 394-395. 
 
“The Illinois Child Support Guidelines Project” (with Sheila Fitzgerald Krein and 
Barbara J. Phipps), in Virginia Haldeman, ed., Proceedings of the American Council 
on Consumer Interests, 1991: 22. 
 
“Household Production:  Concepts, Issues, and Challenges” (with Sheila Fitzgerald 
Krein), Illinois Research 32 (Spring/Summer 1990): 3-4. 
 
“Child Support Research,” in Seven Key Issues for Child Support Research, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 1989. 
 
“Child Support Payments,” sidebar in Illinois Research 30 (Summer 1988): 10-11.  
 
“Child Support Laws Appear to have Increased Payments by Absent Fathers,” digest 
in Family Planning Perspectives 19 (November/December 1987):  272-273. 
 
“Discussion” on “Household Risk Management and Human Resources,” Ruth E. 
Deacon and Wallace E. Huffman, eds., Proceedings of Human Resources Research, 
1887-1987.  Ames:  Iowa State University, 1986: 170-171. 
 
“Education and One-Parent Families” (with Sheila Fitzgerald Krein), Illinois Research 
26 (Fall 1984):  16-18. 
 
“Higher Education Fields of Study and Professional Employment:  Trends in Sex 
Segregation During the 1970s” (with Kee-ok Kim Han), ERIC Clearinghouse on 
Urban Education, ED 237 606, June 1983. 
 
“Shifting Populations in Illinois” (with J. A. Quinn and A. J. Sofranko), Illinois 
Research 24 (Summer 1982): 14-16. 
 
“Reaction” to “Women and Productivity,” in James A. Leach, ed., Productivity in the 
Workforce: A Search for Perspectives.  Proceedings of the Second Annual Rupert N. 
Evans Symposium, Office of Vocational Education Research, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, December 1980: 63-65. 
 
“Discussion” on “Civil Rights and Equal Employment Opportunities,” Industrial 
Relations Research Association Series, Proceedings of the Thirty-first Annual 
Meeting, 1979: 317-319. 
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UNPUBLISHED WORKING PAPERS: 
 
 “The Importance of Duration of Family Structure in the Production of Adolescent 
Health”, (with Alexander N. Slade), March 2010; revised January 2011. 
 
“The Decline in Females in the Consumer Economics Major: A Case Study of UIUC,” 
(with Megan Cott), March 2010; revised July 2011. 
 
“The Problem of Multiple Fathers:  Family Structure and the Payment of Child 
Support,” (with Elizabeth T. Powers), November 2001. 
 
“On the Contribution of Hazel Kyrk to Family Economics,” (with D.  Elizabeth Kiss), 
June 1999; revised June 2008. 
 
“Childhood Family Structure, Child Support and Socioeconomic Outcomes of Young 
Men,” (with Jeffrey S. Gray and John W. Graham), March 1997. 
 
“Child Support Guidelines and Incentives for Mother's Work:  An Exploratory Study” 
(with D. Elizabeth Kiss), March 1995. 

 
PAPERS PRESENTED AT NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS (since 1990): 

 
 “The Role of Family Structure and Health Behaviors on the Production of Adolescent 

Health by Gender”, 2012 Add Health Users Conference (Plenary Session), 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, July 2012; Society for the 
Advancement of Behavioral Economics, Exeter, England, July 2011; Population 
Association of America Annual Meetings, Washington, D.C., April 2011; Midwest 
Economic Association Annual Meetings, St. Louis, MO, March 2011.  

“The Decline in Females in the Consumer Economics Major: A Case Study of UIUC,” 
Southern Economic Association Annual Meetings, Washington, D.C., November 
2011; American Economic Association Conference on Teaching Economics and 
Research in Economic Education, Palo Alto, CA, June 2011; American Council 
on Consumer Interests Annual Meetings, Washington, D.C., April 2011; 
International Association of Feminist Economics, Allied Social Science 
Association Annual Meetings, Atlanta, GA, January 2010; Midwest Economic 
Association Annual Meetings, Evanston, IL, March 2010. 

“Child Support Across State Lines: Distance, Interstate Enforcement, and Welfare 
Reform,” American Council on Consumer Interests, Orlando, FL, July 2008 
(presented by co-author Yunhee Chang). 

“On the Contribution of Hazel Kyrk to Family Economics,” International Association 
for Feminist Economics Annual Conference, Torino, Italy, June 2008; American 
Council on Consumer Interests, St. Louis, MO, April 2007; History of Economics 
Society Meeting, Allied Social Science Association Annual Meetings, 
Washington, D.C., January 2003 (Invited) 

“Parenting Across State Lines: Effect of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act,”  
Midwest Economic Association Annual Meetings, St. Louis, MO, March 2003; 
Population Association of America Annual Meetings, Minneapolis, MN, May 
2003; American Economic Association Annual Meetings, San Diego, CA, 
January 2004; European Society for Population Economics Annual Meetings, 
Paris, France, June 2005 (presented by co-author Yunhee Chang). 

“Sanctioning and Cooperation with the Child Support Enforcement Provisions of 
Welfare Reform.”  Mid-West Economics Association Annual Meetings, Chicago, 
March 2002 (presented by co-author Yunhee Chang). 
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“The Problem of Multiple Fathers:  Family Structure and the Payment of Child 
Support,” (presented by co-author Elizabeth T. Powers), American Economic 
Association Annual Meetings, New Orleans, LA, January 2002. 

 “Changes in Paternity Establishment and Child Support Policy under Welfare 
Reform: How will Rural Residents be Affected?”  Institute for Women’s Policy 
Research, Sixth Women’s Policy Research Conference, Washington, D.C., June 
2001; Office of Child Support Enforcement Research Conference, Arlington, VA, 
June 2001 (Invited).  

“Who Gets Sanctioned under Welfare Reform?:  Evidence from Child Support 
Enforcement in Illinois,”  European Society for Population Economics, Athens, 
Greece, June 2001;  Pre-Conference of the American Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences Annual Meeting, “The Face of Family in the Future,” 
Providence, R.I., June 2001 (presented by co-author Yunhee Chang). 

“Changes in Paternity Establishment and Child Support Policy Under Welfare 
Reform:  How Will Rural Residents Be Affected?”  Population Association of 
America Annual Meetings, Los Angeles, March 2000. 

“On the Contribution of Hazel Kyrk to Family Economics,” Society for the 
Advancement of Behavioral Economics, San Diego, CA, June 1999.  

“Childhood Family Structure, Child Support, and Socioeconomic Outcomes of Young 
Men,” Population Association of America Annual Meetings, Washington, D.C., 
March 1997. 

“Childhood Family Structure, Race, and Labor Market Outcomes of Young Men,” 
American Economic Association Annual Meetings, New Orleans, January 1997. 

“Childhood Family Structure, Race, and Labor Market Outcomes of Young Men,” 
Southern Economic Association Annual Meetings, Washington, DC, November 
1996 (presented by co-author Jeffrey Gray). 

“Childhood Family Structure and Labor Market Outcomes,” National Bureau of 
Economic Research, Summer Institute 1996, Labor Studies Workshop, 
Cambridge, MA, July 1996. 

“Childhood Family Structure and Labor Market Earnings,” European Society for 
Population Economics Annual Meeting, Uppsala, Sweden, June 1996 (presented 
by co-author Jeffrey Gray).   

“Changes in the Child Support Enforcement Environment During the 1980s:  Effect 
on the Educational Attainment of Young Adults,” American Council on Consumer 
Interests Annual Conference, Nashville, TN, March 1996 (presented by co-author 
Pedro Hernandez). 

“Child Support Guidelines and Incentives for Mother’s Work:  An Exploratory Study,” 
Population Association of America Annual Meetings, San Francisco, April 1995. 

“Changes in the Relationship Between Child Support Payments and Offspring 
Educational Attainment, 1979-1988,” Midwest Economics Association Annual 
Meetings, Chicago, March 1994 (presented by co-author Pedro Hernandez).  

 “Child Support Guidelines and Mother's Work Effort:  An Exploratory Study,” Second 
Annual Conference on Feminist Economics, American University, Washington, 
D.C., August 1993. 

“Child Support in Black and White:  Differentials and Trends by Race in the Award 
and Receipt of Child Support During the 1980s,” Working Conference on Current 
Research on Inequality, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, June 1993 
(presented by co-author John W. Graham). 

“Changes in the Relationship Between Child Support and Offspring Educational 
Attainment, 1979-1988,” Population Association of America Annual Meetings, 
Cincinnati, OH, April 1993. 
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“The Effect of Child Support on the Educational Attainment of Young Adults: 
Changes in the 1980s,” American Council on Consumer Interests Annual 
Meetings, Lexington, KY, April 1993 (presented by co-author Pedro Hernandez). 

“Changes in the Relationship Between Child Support and Offspring Educational 
Attainment, 1979-1988,” American Economic Association Annual Meetings, 
Anaheim, January 1993 (presented by co-author Pedro Hernandez). 

“A Policy Agenda for Child Support in the 1990s,” Women's Policy Research Institute 
Third Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., May 1992. 

“A Reduced Form Model of Employment/Child Care Choices by Mothers of 
Preschool Children,” Midwest Economics Association, Chicago, March 1992 
(presented by co-author Karen Fox Folk). 

“The Relationship Between Child Support Payments and Offspring Educational 
Attainment,” Econometric Society Meetings, New Orleans, January 1992 
(presented by co-author John W. Graham). 

“The Relationship Between Child Support Payments and Offspring Educational 
Attainment,” Conference on Child Support and Child Well-Being, Airlie House, 
Airlie, VA, December 1991. 

“Child Care Arrangements and Mother's Employment Choices,” Population 
Association of America Annual Meetings, Washington, D.C., March 1991 
(presented by co-author Karen Fox Folk). 

“Trends in the Value of Child Support Awards,” Population Association of America 
Annual Meetings, Toronto, May l990. 

“Black-White Earnings Trends over the l970s:  Why did Women Fare Better Than 
Men?”, Population Association of America Annual Meetings, Toronto, May l990. 

“Trends in the Value of Child Support Awards,” Midwest Economics Association 
Meetings, Chicago, March l990.  (Invited) 

 
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
 
 Invited Speaker (since 1995): 
 

Seminar, Department of Economics, Illinois State University, March 2010. 
“Using State Administrative Data for Child Support Research:  Challenges and  
 Opportunities based on Illinois,” Office of Child Support Enforcement Research  
 Conference, Arlington, VA, June 2001. 
“Comments on Child Support Among W-2 Mothers’ Technical Report,” Child  

Support Demonstration Evaluation National Advisory Board Meeting, Madison, 
WI, November 16, 2000. 

“The Relationship Between Good Cause and Cooperation with the Child Support 
Enforcement Provisions of Welfare Reform,” Conference on Indiana Building 
Partners for Safety and Self Sufficiency: Welfare, Domestic Violence and Child 
Support sponsored by the Institute for Family and Social Responsibility, Indiana 
University, Indianapolis, IN, May 1998. 

“Consequences of Welfare Reform for Women and Children,” Welfare Teach-In:  
Falling Through the Safety Net, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, March 
1997.  

“The Challenge of Welfare Reform for Child Support Enforcement,” Conference on 
the Challenge of Welfare Reform sponsored by Institute of Government and 
Public Affairs, University of Illinois, Springfield, IL, February 1997. 

Recognition Luncheon Address, “Small Change: Problems and Prospects in Child 
Support,” American Council on Consumer Interests Annual Conference, 
Nashville, TN, March 1996. 
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“Issues in Family Economics for the 21st Century,” Hadassah Symposium on 
Women’s Voices: Issues and Images, Champaign, IL, November 1995. 

Keynote Address, “Child Support and Children’s Well Being,” Family Economics and  
 Resource Management Division of AAFCS Preconference on Invest in Youth, 

New Orleans, June 1995. 
Seminar, Department of Economics, Purdue University, April 1995. 
“Child Support and Child Well-Being,” National Child Support Enforcement  
 Association, Conference on “Child Support:  Research That Makes a Difference,” 

Washington, D.C., March 1995. 
 

 Invited Participant (since 1995): 
 
Session on “Maternity Leave, Family Formation and Caregiving,” American 

Economic Association Meetings (CSWEP Session), Chicago, IL, discussant, 
January 2012. 

Session on “Attendance, Attitudes, and Recitations,” American Economic 
Association, National Conference on Teaching Economics, Palo Alto, CA, 
discussant, July 2011. 

Session on “Factors Affecting Children,” Midwest Economic Association Meetings, 
discussant, March 2011. 

Milton Friedman Institute Conference Honoring Gary S. Becker, The University of 
Chicago Law School, February 2011. 

Milton Friedman Institute Conference in Honor of James Heckman, University of 
Chicago, November 2010. 

 “Undergraduate Paper Session I”, Midwest Economic Association Meetings, 
discussant, March 2010. 

Identifying Child Support Research Needs Meeting, The Urban Institute, November 
2009. 

Session on “Child Support Enforcement and Welfare Reform,” American Economic 
Association Meetings, San Diego, CA, discussant, January 2004. 

Session on “Women’s Work and Schooling”, 2003 North American Winter Meeting of 
the Econometric Society, ASSA Annual Meetings, Washington, D.C., discussant, 
January 2003. 

Sessions on “Effects of Welfare on Demographic and Economic Outcomes,” and 
“Public Policy and Child Well-Being, “Population Association of America Annual 
Meetings, New York City, discussant, March 1999.   

Session on “Household Time Allocation,” Northeast Universities Development 
Conference, Economic Growth Center, Yale University, discussant, October 
1998. 

Child Support Enforcement and Cost Avoidance Conference, sponsored by the 
Office of Child Support Enforcement and the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation, Department of Health and Human Services, Arlington, 
VA, January 1998. 

Session on “The Importance and Effectiveness of Child Support Enforcement Under 
Welfare Reform,” Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Annual 
Meetings, Washington, D.C., discussant, November 1997. 

Cost Avoidance Meeting, Administration for Children and Families, Department of 
Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C., March 1997 

Conference on Father Involvement, sponsored by the NICHD Family and Child Well-
Being Network, Bethesda, MD, October 1996. 

Session on “The New Family Values? Women and Children Last,” International 
Association of Feminist Economists, ASSA Annual Meetings, San Francisco, 
discussant, January 1996. 
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Symposium on The Economic Analysis of Social Behavior on the Occasion of Gary 
Becker’s 65th Birthday, Chicago, December 1995. 

Conference on The Effects of Child Support Enforcement on Non-Resident Fathers, 
Princeton University, discussant, September 1995. 

Panel on “Children at Risk: Understanding Welfare Reform,” A Public Forum 
sponsored by Public Affairs Committee, Planned Parenthood of East Central 
Illinois, Champaign, IL, June 1995. 

 
Referee: 

 
The Journal of Human Resources, Demography, The Review of Economics and 
Statistics, American Economic Review, Journal of Economic Literature, Review of 
Economics of the Household, Journal of Human Capital, International Economic 
Review, Social Science Quarterly, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Industrial and 
Labor Relations Review, Economic Inquiry, Southern Economic Journal, Journal of 
Policy Analysis & Management, Journal of Economic Studies, Journal of 
Development Economics, Journal of Feminist Economics, Research in Population 
Economics, Research in Labor Economics, Quarterly Review of Economics and 
Finance, Advances in Industrial and Labor Relations, Contemporary Policy Issues, 
The Journal of Economic Education, European Economic Review, Economic 
Development and Cultural Change, China Economic Review, Industrial Relations, 
Journal of Family and Economic Issues, Family Economics and Nutrition Review, 
Journal of Population Economics, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Family 
Relations, Social Service Review, Home Economics Research Journal, Journal of 
Family Issues, Signs.  

  
          Grant and Fellowship Reviewer: 

 
Member, National Institutes of Health, Research Grant Review Committee, “Family 
 and Child Well-being Research Network,” Washington, D.C., March 1993. 
Ad Hoc Reviews for National Science Foundation, various panels; National Institutes  
 of Health, Social Sciences and Population Study Section; Food Assistance and 

Nutrition Research Program (FANRP) of the Economic Research Service (ERS)  
of the USDA; National Academy of Sciences, Panel on Pay Equity Research; 
The Bunting Institute of Radcliffe College; Social Science Research Council; 
UIUC Research Board  

 
 Session Organizer and/or Chair (since 1996): 

 
Southern Economic Association Annual Meetings, Session on “Topics in Economic 

Education”, Washington, D.C., November 2011 (Chair) 
National Child Support Enforcement Association Meetings, Session on “Changing 

Demographics and How it Impacts the Child Support Program”, Dallas, TX, 
August 2006 (Chair) 

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Atlanta, October 2004 
(Chair) 

American Economic Association, New Orleans, January 2001 (Organized 4 
sessions; Chair of one) 

American Economic Association, New York, January 1999 (Organizer and Chair) 
Midwest Economics Association, Chicago, March 1998 (Organizer and Chair) 
LINKS Conference 1997, Springfield, IL, May 1997 (Organizer and Chair) 
American Council on Consumer Interests, Nashville, March 1996 (Organizer and       

Chair)  
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 Professional Committee Appointments: 
 

Carolyn Shaw Bell Award Committee, Committee on the Status of Women in the 
Economics Profession, 2002-03 

Chair, Family Economics/Resource Management Section, American Association of 
Family and Consumer Sciences, Research Awards Committee, 1998; Member, 
1996  

Member, Midwest Economics Association, Nominating Committee, 1988-89, 1996-97 
 

Membership in Professional Organizations: 
 
American Economic Association  

Committee on the Status of Women in the Economics Profession 
Population Association of America 
Midwest Economics Association 
International Association for Feminist Economics 
American Council on Consumer Interests 
 

SELECTED UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE ACTIVITIES (since 1990): 
 
 Department (School/Division): 

Promotion and Tenure Committee, Member, 2007-09 
Graduate Admissions and Recruitment Committee, Member, 2006-08, 2009-2011 
Undergraduate Programs Committee, Member, 2004-06 
Grievance Committee, Member, 2006-07, 2004-05 
Chair of Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2001-02; Member, 2000-01 
Chair of Graduate Programs Committee, 1996-97; Member, 1995-96 
Search Committee for Department Head, 1995-96 
Chair of Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1994-95; Member, 1993-94, 1989-91 
Chair of Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Consumer Economics, 1994-

95, 1992-93, 1990-91 
Vice-Chair of Graduate Programs Committee, 1991-95 
 

 College: 
Administrator Evaluation Committee, 2008-2010  
Undergraduate Educational Policy Committee, 2007-2008 
Jonathan Baldwin Turner Scholarship Interviews, 2005-2008 
Chair of Research Awards Selection Committee, 2003 
Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2002-04; 1997-1999  
Research Committee, 2001-2003 
Library Committee, 1999-2001 
Funk Awards Selection Committee, 1998 
Chair of Salary and Budget Subcommittee of College Executive Committee, 1996-

97; Member, 1994-1996 
Chair of Transition Committee for new Department of Agricultural and Consumer 

Economics, 1994-95 
Faculty Awards for Excellence in Research Selection Committee, 1993-94 
Chair of By-Laws Subcommittee of College Executive Committee, 1993-94; Member, 

1992-93 
 

 University: 
Focal Point proposal Review Panel, June 2009 
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Senate Committee on Equal Opportunity, 1995-1997 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES: 
 
 French (Read, Speak and Write Fluently)1 

                                                             
1 Beller Vita – 10713 
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