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Purpose: 

To study the effect of differences in demographic and socio-economic characteristics on differentials in U.S. mortality rates.

Description of Project and Dataset: 

The NLMS is a longitudinal mortality study consisting of U.S. Census Bureau data from the Current Population Survey and the 1980 Census.  These data are linked to death certificate information to identify mortality status and cause of death.  The study is nearing completion of an expansion phase and contains approximately 2.25 million records with 250,000 identified mortality cases.   

Objectives: 

Provide an analytical research database to study the effect of socio-economic differentials on mortality.  

Study Design: 

The study consists of 26 Current Population Survey cohorts and one 1980 Census Bureau cohort with mortality information obtained from death certificates for deceased persons through administrative record linkage techniques. All information collected by these instruments is available for analyses.  The Current Population Surveys are the March Supplements covering the time period from March 1973 to March 1998.

Links with Administrative Data: 

Mortality information is obtained through record linkage to the National Death Index, a file of death certificate information on all deaths in the United States, maintained by the NCHS.  Upon request information from any available source may be linked to NLMS records.  The NLMS routinely links geographical and demographic information from Census Bureau surveys and censuses to the NLMS database.  The process is currently underway to link Medicare information to NLMS records.  Census Bureau approval of the linkage protocol is currently underway and a formal application to CMS is in development. 
Future Plans: 

The plan for the NLMS is to link information on mortality to the NLMS every two years.  This effort would also include expanding the NLMS population base by incorporating new March Supplement Current Population Survey data into the study as they become available. 

Data Availability: 

Due to the confidential nature of the Title 13 data used in the NLMS, only restricted public use files are publicly available.  Copies are available to interested users from NLMS-Census Bureau contacts.  Research access to the entire NLMS database is conducted through the principal investigator of each sponsoring agency.  These investigators sponsor projects through the approval process of the NLMS Steering Committee.  Approved projects are then assigned to NLMS statisticians at the Census Bureau who work directly with the researcher to interface with the database.  Results are delivered to researchers on a short-turnaround flow basis.
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