Most of the quantitative information contained in the tables in James Poterba "Retirement Security in an Aging Population" AER 2014 (Ely Lecture) is drawn from previously published sources or involves calculations based on such data.  The table footnotes direct the reader to the relevant sources, and the associated calculations.  There are four tables for which this is not the case.  Table 6 is based on tabulations using the March 2013 Current Population Survey. The underlying dataset can be accessed in many places, including

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/k0ed9b0emio91e8/fWZDwVQRvP.

The file in this folder labeled cps.analysis.do provides the code that was used to perform the tabulations.

Tables 11 through 13 are based on tabulations from various waves of the Survey of Consumer Finances.  Four attached programs, ely_master.do, ely1992.do, ely2001.do, and ely2010.do, perform the associated calculations using the 1992, 2001, and 2010 waves of the SCF, all of which are available on the Federal Reserve Board's SCF website.  dbval2010.do values defined benefit pension wealth for the 2010 SCF, and the two excel spreadsheets, Period Tables and r_aaa_bond_corp provide information on mortality rates and interest rates that are used in this calculation.

Questions about these data files or other calculations should be directed to:

James Poterba   poterba@mit.edu
