
Table 1

THE COMPOSITION OF POPULATIONS IN EUROPEAN COLONIAL DOMAINS
_____________________________________________________________________________

Non-Whites Whites Ratio of Whites to
Others

_____________________________________________________________________________
BRITAIN

1840

Europe 15 347,680 23,179.000
Asia 97,356,000 60,162 0.001
Australasia 155,000 131,800 0.850
Africa 221,000 67,068 0.302
North America 120,000 1,410,000 11.750
South America 199,571 3,958 0.020
West Indies 639,708 104,040 0.163

TOTAL 98,692,394 2,125,116 0.022

FRANCE
1926

Africa (all) 32,883,000 1,331,400 0.040
Americas (all) 492,500 48,500 0.098
Asia 20,415,000 23,500 0.001
Oceania 71,600 16,400 0.229

TOTAL 53,862,100 1,419,800 0.026

GERMANY
1913

Africa 12,084,436 22,405 0.002
Pacific/Oceania 961,000 6,454 0.007

ITALY
1931

Africa 2,380,560 69,441 0.029

PORTUGAL
1935

Africa 7,619,258 85,024 0.011
______________________________________________________________________________

Sources: For Britain, Robert Montgomery Martin, History of the Colonies of the British Empire (London: Dawsons of

Pall Mall, 1967); for France, Constant Southworth, The French Colonial Venture (London: P.S. King & Son, 1931), p.

26; for Germany, Mary Evelyn Townsend, The Rise and Fall of Germany’s Colonial Empire, 1884-1918 (New York:

Macmillan, 1930), pp. 265-266; for Italy, Grover Clark, The Balance Sheet of Imperialism: Facts and Figures on

Colonies (New York: Columbia University Press, 1936), p. 35; and for Portugal, Robert R. Kuczynski, Population

Movements (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1936), p. 95.



Table 1

Note: Given the periodic demographic and political changes, the racial compositions of the Spanish colonies, mainly in

the Americas and also the Philippines as well as in Africa varied considerably over time. For estimates for 1570 and

1650, see Table 4. In 1890, prior to the losses in the Spanish-American War, the colonies of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and

the Philippines were eighty-five percent non-white.



Table 2

THE ESTIMATED DISTRIBUTION OF THE ABORIGINAL AMERICAN

POPULATION, C. 1492

North America (the U.S., Canada, Alaska, and Greenland) 4,400,000

Mexico 21,400,000

Central America 5,650,000

Caribbean 5,850,000

Central Andes 11,500,000

Lowland South America 8,500,000

Source: William Denevan, ed., The Native Population in the Americas in 1492 (Madison:

University of Wisconsin Press, 1976), p. 291.



Table 3

EUROPEAN DIRECTED TRANSATLANTIC MIGRATION, 1500 TO 1760

BY EUROPEAN NATION AND CONTINENT OF ORIGIN

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Africans Arriving

in the New World

By Region

Europeans Leaving

Each Nation For

New World (Net)

Total Flow of

Migrants To New

World

Flow of Africans

Relative To That

of Europeans

(Col.1+Col.2) (Col.1/Col.2)

(000) (%) (000) (%) (000) (%)

1500-1580

Spain 45 77.6% 139 59.9% 184 63.4% 0.32

Portugal 13 22.4 93 40.1 106 36.6 0.14

Britain 0 -- 0 -- 0 -- 0

TOTAL 58 100.0 232 100.0 290 100.0 0.25

1580-1640

Spain 289 59.7 188 43.7 477 52.2 1.54

Portugal 181 37.4 110 25.6 291 31.8 1.65

France 2 0.4 4 0.9 6 0.7 0.50

Netherlands 8 1.7 2 0.5 10 1.1 4.00

Britain 4 0.8 126 29.3 130 14.2 0.03

TOTAL 484 100.0 430 100.0 914 100.0 1.13



1640-1700

Spain 141 18.4 158 30.7 299 23.3 0.89

Portugal 225 29.3 50 9.7 275 21.5 4.50

France 75 9.8 45 8.8 130 10.1 1.67

Netherlands 49 6.4 13 2.5 62 4.8 3.77

Britain 277 36.1 248 48.2 525 41.6 1.12

TOTAL 767 100.0 514 100.0 1,281 100.0 1.49

1700-1760

Spain 271 10.5 193 21.7 464 13.3 1.40

Portugal 768 29.7 270 30.3 1,038 29.8 2.84

France 414 16.0 51 5.7 465 13.4 8.12

Netherlands 123 4.8 5 0.6 128 3.7 24.60

Britain 1,013 39.1 372 41.8 1,385 39.8 2.72

TOTAL 2,589 100.0 891 100.0 3,480 100.0 2.91

1500-1760

Spain 746 19.1 678 32.8 1,424 23.9 1.10

Portugal 1,187 30.5 523 25.3 1,710 28.7 2.27

France 491 12.6 100 4.8 591 9.9 4.91

Netherlands 180 4.6 20 1.0 200 3.4 9.00

Britain 1,294 33.2 746 36.3 2,040 34.2 1.73

TOTAL 3,898 100.0 2,067 100.0 5,965 100.0 1.89



Notes and Sources: David Eltis, “Slavery and Freedom in the Early Modern World,” in Stanley L. Engerman, ed.,

Terms of Labor: Slavery, Serfdom and Free Labor. Stanford: 1999. These now published estimates include some minor

adjustments to the original estimates prepared by Eltis that we have previously cited.



Table 4

THE DISTRIBUTION AND COMPOSITION OF POPULATION IN NEW WORLD

ECONOMIES

Panel A:

Composition of

Population

Year White

(%)

Black (%) Indian (%) Share in New

World Population

Spanish America 1570 1.3% 2.5% 96.3% 83.5%

1650 6.3 9.3 84.4 84.3

1825 18.0 22.5 59.5 55.2

1935 35.5 13.3 50.4 30.3

Brazil 1570 2.4 3.5 94.1 7.6

1650 7.4 13.7 78.9 7.7

1825 23.4 55.6 21.0 11.6

1935 41.0 35.5 23.0 17.1

U.S. and Canada 1570 0.2 0.2 99.6 8.9

1650 12.0 2.2 85.8 8.1

1825 79.6 16.7 3.7 33.2

1935 89.4 8.9 1.4 52.6

Panel B:

Year White Black Indian

1) Barbados 1801 19.3 80.7

2) Mexico 1793 18.0 10.0 72.0%

3) Peru 1795 12.6 7.3 80.1

4) Venezuela 1800-09 25.0 62.0 13.0

5) Cuba 1792 49.0 51.0

6) Brazil 1798 31.1 61.2 7.8

7) Chile 1790 8.3 6.7 85.0



Notes and Sources:

Panel A: The data for 1570, 1650, and 1825 are from Angel Rosenblat, La Poblacion Indigena v El Mestizage en

America, volume I: La Poblacion Indigena, 1492-1950 (Buenos Aires: Editorial Nova, 1954), pp. 88 (1570); 58 (1650);

and 35-36 (1825); the data for 1935 are from Robert R. Kuczynski, Population Movements (Oxford: Clarendon Press,

1936), pp. 109-110. The Antilles have been included within Spanish America in all years. In 1825, the category

“castas”, which included "mestizajes, mulattos, etc.,” and represented 18.17% of the total population in Spanish

America, was divided two-thirds Indian, one-third black, except for the Antilles where all were considered to be blacks.

In 1935, there were a number counted as “others” (generally Asian), so the distributions may not total to 100 percent.

Panel B:

Line 1-- David Watts, The West Indies: Patterns of Development, Culture. and Environmental Change Since 1492

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987), p. 311.

Lines 2-5 -- taken from James Lockhart and Stuart B. Schwartz, Early Latin America: A History of Colonial Spanish

America and Brazil (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983), p. 342.

Line 6 - - Thomas W. Merrick and Douglas H. Graham, Population and Economic Development in Brazil: 1800 to the

Present (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1979), p. 29.

Line 7 -- Markos J. Mamalakis, Historical Statistics of Chile: Demographv and Labor Force: Volume 2 (Westport:

Greenwood Press, 1980), pp. 7-9.





Table 5

SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC LAND LAWS, 1785-1916

Year Law Min price/acre Minimum Acreage Maximum Acreage Conditions and Terms

1785 Land Ordinance of 1785 $1 640 none cash

1787 Northwest Ordinance of 1787 $1 640 none ½ cash, balance in 3 months

1796 Land Act of 1796 $2 640 none ½ in 30 days, balance in 1 yr

1800 Harrison Land Act $2 320 none ¼ in 30 days, balance in 3 yrs at 6%

1804 Land Act of 1804 $2 160 none $1.64/acre for cash; credit

terms as per Act of 1800

1812 General Land Office established

1820 Land Act of 1820 $1.25 80 none cash only

1830 Preemption Act of 1830 $1.25 160 permits squatters to purchase

1832 Land Act of 1832 $1.25 40 none cash only

1841 General Premption Act of 1841 $1.25 40 160 pre-emption only. cash.

1854 Graduation Act $0.125 40 none price progressively reduced on unsold

lands to 12.5 cents/acre after 30 yrs

1862 Homestead Act free 40 160 $10 registration fee. 5 yrs continuous

residence on land for full title.

1873 Timber Culture Act free 160 160 cultivation of tress on ¼ of lot for title.

amended in 1878 to 1/16th of lot.



Year Law Min price/acre Minimum Acreage Maximum Acreage Conditions and Terms

1877 Desert Land Act $1.25 640 irrigation within 3 yrs; $0.25 per acre on

entry, balance due upon compliance.

1878 Timber and Stone Act $2.50 40 160 stipulation that timber and stone for

stone for personal use only (no

speculators).

1909 Enlarged Homestead Act free 320 five years residence with continuous

cultivation.

1912 Three-Year Homestead Act free 160 seven months residence a yr for 3 yrs.

1916 Stock Raising Homestead Act free 640 on land only suitable for grazing

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source: Jeremy Atack, Fred Bateman, and William N. Parker, “Northern Agriculture and the Westward Movement,” in Stanley L. Engerman and

Robert E. Gallman, eds., The Cambridge Economic History of the United States, Vol. II The Long Nineteenth Century

(Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2000).





Table 6

LANDHOLDING IN RURAL REGIONS OF MEXICO, THE UNITED STATES, CANADA,

AND ARGENTINA IN THE EARLY 1900S

Country, year, and selected regions
Proportion of household heads who own

landa

Mexico, 1910

North 3.4

Central 2.0

Gulf 2.1

South Pacific 1.5

Total rural Mexico 2.4

United States, 1900

North Atlantic 79.2

South Atlantic 55.8

North Central 72.1

South Central 51.4

Western 83.4

Total United States 74.5

Canada, 1901

Alberta 95.8

Saskatchewan 96.2

Manitoba 88.9

Ontario 80.2

Quebec 90.1

Total Canada 87.1

Argentina, 1895

Chaco 27.8

Formosa 18.5

Missiones 26.7

La Pampa 9.7

Neuquén 12.3

Río Negro 15.4

Chubut 35.2

Santa Cruz 20.2



Sources: For Mexico: computed by the authors from the 1910 census figures reported in McBride

(1923, p. 154); for the United States: U.S. Census Office (1902, part I, pp. lxvi-lxxxv); for Canada: Canada

Bureau of Statistics (1914, vol. 4, page xii, table 6); for Argentina: computed by the authors from 1895

census figures reported in Carcano (1925) and Comisión Directiva del Censo de la República Argentina

(1898, p. clvii, table IVd).

a. Landownership is defined as follows: in Mexico, household heads who own land; in the United

States, farms that are owner operated; in Canada, total occupiers of farm lands who are owners; and in

Argentina, the ratio of landowners to the number of males between the ages of 18 and 50.
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