
This PDF is a selection from a published volume from the National Bureau of 
Economic Research

Volume Title: NBER Macroeconomics Annual 2008, Volume 23 

Volume Author/Editor: Daron Acemoglu, Kenneth Rogoff and Michael 
Woodford, editors

Volume Publisher: University of Chicago Press

Volume ISBN: 0-226-00204-7

Volume URL: http://www.nber.org/books/acem08-1

Conference Date: April 4-5, 2008

Publication Date: April 2009

Chapter Title: Frontmatter, editorial and abstracts in "NBER Macroeconomics 
Annual 2008"

Chapter Author: Daron Acemoglu, Kenneth Rogoff, Michael Woodford

Chapter URL: http://www.nber.org/chapters/c7269



NBER/Macroeconomics Annual, Number 23, 2008

Published annually by The University of Chicago Press.

© 2009 by the National Bureau of Economic Research.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any electronic
or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or information storage and
retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher.

Standing orders
To place a standing order for this book series, please address your request to The University
of Chicago Press, Chicago Distribution Center, Attn. Standing Orders/Customer Service,
11030 S. Langley Avenue, Chicago, IL 60628. Telephone toll free in the U.S. and Canada: 
1-800-621-2736; or 1-773-702-7000. Fax toll free in the U.S. and Canada: 1-800-621-8476; or 
1-773-702-7212.

Single-copy orders
In the U.K. and Europe: Order from your local bookseller or direct from The University of
Chicago Press, c/o John Wiley Ltd. Distribution Center, 1 Oldlands Way, Bognor Regis,
West Sussex PO22 9SA, UK. Telephone 01243 779777 or Fax 01243 820250. Email: 
cs-books@wiley.co.uk

In the U.S., Canada, and the rest of the world: Order from your local bookseller or direct from
The University of Chicago Press, Chicago Distribution Center, 11030 S. Langley Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60628. Telephone toll free in the U.S. and Canada: 1-800-621-2736; or 1-773-
702-7000. Fax toll free in the U.S. and Canada: 1-800-621-8476; or 1-773-702-7212.

Special orders
University of Chicago Press books may be purchased at quantity discounts for business
or promotional use. For information, please write to Sales Department—Special Sales,
The University of Chicago Press, 1427 E. 60th Street, Chicago, IL 60637 USA or telephone
1-773-702-7723.

This book was printed and bound in the United States of America.

ISSN: 0889-3365
ISBN-13: 978-0-226-00204-0 (hc.:alk.paper)—978-0-226-00205-7 (pbk.:alk.paper)
ISBN-10: 0-226-00204-7 (hc.:alk.paper)—0-226-00205-5 (pbk.:alk.paper)

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1



NBER Board of Directors
Officers
John S. Clarkeson, Chairman
Kathleen B. Cooper, Vice Chairman
James M. Poterba, President and Chief Executive Officer
Robert Mednick, Treasurer
Kelly Horak, Controller and Assistant Corporate Secretary
Alterra Milone, Corporate Secretary
Gerardine Johnson, Assistant Corporate Secretary

Directors at Large
Peter C. Aldrich
Elizabeth E. Bailey
Richard B. Berner
John H. Biggs
John S. Clarkeson
Don R. Conlan
Kathleen B. Cooper
Charles H. Dallara
George C. Eads

Jessica P. Einhorn
Mohamed El-Erian
Jacob A. Frenkel
Judith M. Gueron
Robert S. Hamada
Karen N. Horn
John Lipsky
Laurence H. Meyer

Michael H. Moskow
Alicia H. Munnell
Rudolph A. Oswald
Robert T. Parry
James M. Poterba
John S. Reed
Marina v. N. Whitman
Martin B. Zimmerman

Marjorie B. McElroy, Duke
Joel Mokyr, Northwestern
Andrew Postlewaite, Pennsylvania
Uwe E. Reinhardt, Princeton
Nathan Rosenberg, Stanford
Craig Swan, Minnesota
David B. Yoffie, Harvard
Arnold Zellner (Director Emeritus),

Chicago

Directors by University Appointment 
George Akerlof, California, Berkeley
Jagdish Bhagwati, Columbia
Glen G. Cain, Wisconsin
Ray C. Fair, Yale
Franklin Fisher, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology
Mark Grinblatt, California, 

Los Angeles
Saul H. Hymans, Michigan

Directors Emeriti
Andrew Brimmer
Carl F. Christ
George Hatsopoulos
Lawrence R. Klein

Franklin A. Lindsay
Paul W. McCracken
Peter G. Peterson

Richard N. Rosett
Eli Shapiro
Arnold Zellner

Jean-Paul Chavas, Agricultural and
Applied Economics Association

Gail D. Fosler, The Conference Board
Martin Gruber, American Finance

Association
Timothy W. Guinnane, Economic

History Association
Arthur B. Kennickell, American

Statistical Association
Thea Lee, American Federation of Labor

and Congress of Industrial
Organizations

William W. Lewis, Committee for
Economic Development

Robert Mednick, American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants

Angelo Melino, Canadian Economics
Association

Harvey Rosenblum, National 
Association For Business Economics

John J. Siegfried, American Economic
Association

Directors by Appointment of Other Organizations



Relation of the Directors to the Work and 
Publications of the NBER

1. The object of the NBER is to ascertain and present to the economics
profession, and to the public more generally, important economic facts
and their interpretation in a scientific manner without policy recom-
mendations. The Board of Directors is charged with the responsibility of
ensuring that the work of the NBER is carried on in strict conformity
with this object.
2. The President shall establish an internal review process to ensure that
book manuscripts proposed for publication DO NOT contain policy
recommendations. This shall apply both to the proceedings of confer-
ences and to manuscripts by a single author or by one or more co-
authors but shall not apply to authors of comments at NBER conferences
who are not NBER affiliates.
3. No book manuscript reporting research shall be published by the
NBER until the President has sent to each member of the Board a notice
that a manuscript is recommended for publication and that in the Pres-
ident’s opinion it is suitable for publication in accordance with the above
principles of the NBER. Such notification will include a table of contents
and an abstract or summary of the manuscript’s content, a list of con-
tributors if applicable, and a response form for use by Directors who de-
sire a copy of the manuscript for review. Each manuscript shall contain 
a summary drawing attention to the nature and treatment of the prob-
lem studied and the main conclusions reached.
4. No volume shall be published until forty-five days have elapsed from
the above notification of intention to publish it. During this period a
copy shall be sent to any Director requesting it, and if any Director ob-
jects to publication on the grounds that the manuscript contains policy
recommendations, the objection will be presented to the author(s) or ed-
itor(s). In case of dispute, all members of the Board shall be notified, and



the President shall appoint an ad hoc committee of the Board to decide
the matter; thirty days additional shall be granted for this purpose. 
5. The President shall present annually to the Board a report describing
the internal manuscript review process, any objections made by Direc-
tors before publication or by anyone after publication, any disputes
about such matters, and how they were handled.
6. Publications of the NBER issued for informational purposes concern-
ing the work of the Bureau, or issued to inform the public of the activi-
ties at the Bureau, including but not limited to the NBER Digest and Re-
porter, shall be consistent with the object stated in paragraph 1. They
shall contain a specific disclaimer noting that they have not passed
through the review procedures required in this resolution. The Execu-
tive Committee of the Board is charged with the review of all such pub-
lications from time to time.
7. NBER working papers and manuscripts distributed on the Bureau’s
web site are not deemed to be publications for the purpose of this reso-
lution, but they shall be consistent with the object stated in paragraph 1.
Working papers shall contain a specific disclaimer noting that they have
not passed through the review procedures required in this resolution.
The NBER’s web site shall contain a similar disclaimer. The President
shall establish an internal review process to ensure that the working pa-
pers and the web site do not contain policy recommendations, and shall
report annually to the Board on this process and any concerns raised in
connection with it.
8. Unless otherwise determined by the Board or exempted by the terms
of paragraphs 6 and 7, a copy of this resolution shall be printed in each
NBER publication as described in paragraph 2 above.

viii Relation of the Directors to the Work and Publications of the NBER



Editorial
Daron Acemoglu, Kenneth Rogoff, and Michael Woodford
The twenty‐third edition of the NBER Macroeconomics Annual continues
with its tradition of featuring theoretical and empirical contributions that
are central to current‐day macroeconomic issues. As in previous years,
the contributions raise important policy‐relevant questions and highlight
new developments in macroeconomics. The contributions discuss im-
portant topics such as the character and nature of labor market expan-
sions, the relationship between health and growth, the impact of
technological changes on marriage and divorce, and the relationship be-
tween currency crises and carry trades. They also revisit policy‐relevant
questions in macroeconomics such as the influence of the European
Monetary Union on macroeconomic comovement and the role of mone-
tary policy.As has been the tradition in theNBERMacroeconomics Annual,
each paper is discussed by two experts, who provide contrasting views
and elaborations of the themes raised in the papers.
The first paper in this year ’s NBER Macroeconomics Annual is by

Giuseppe Moscarini and Fabien Postel‐Vinay, “The Timing of Labor
Market Expansions: New Facts and a New Hypothesis.” Moscarini
and Postel‐Vinay revisit the dynamics of labormarkets during expansions
and use newly available data on labor market flows to motivate a novel
model and hypothesis. They document that over the past 15 years, there
appears to be a strong comovement between the employer‐to‐employer
worker transitions, wages, and the share of employment in large firms.
Most interestingly, all three of these quantities remain below trend in the
first few years of an aggregate expansion but then increase above trend.
Notably, large firms expand more than small firms at the second stage
of a business cycle upswing, and simultaneously there is an increase in
job‐to‐job transitions and wage increases accelerate. This change in the
composition of employment across firm sizes is a newly documented fact
and calls for a potentially different approach to labor market flows at the
cyclical frequencies.
© 2009 by the National Bureau of Economic Research. All rights reserved.
978‐0‐226‐00204‐0/2009/2008‐0001$10.00
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Moscarini and Postel‐Vinay propose such a new approach. They
build on the seminal work by Burdett and Mortensen, which intro-
duced job‐to‐job transitions in a simple equilibrium search model. In
the Burdett and Mortensen framework, some firms offer higher wages
and attract the employees of other firms, and thus both are endogenously
larger and pay higher wages. In Moscarini and Postel‐Vinay’s model,
which is an extension of Burdett andMortensen’s framework to business
cycles, positive shocks increase labor demand, but this is first met by
firms hiring out of the unemployment pool. It is only once this cheap la-
bor becomes limited that firms start competing more fiercely. Then, large
firms expand more than small firms because of their ability to poach
workers from lower‐wage employers. The authors show how such a
model can be consistent with the qualitative features of the expansionary
phase of the labor market. They also provide a calibrated version of their
model to show that the quantitative predictions are also broadly consis-
tent with the data.
Key questions that are raised by discussion concern whether the pat-

terns observed in the labor market expansions over the past 15 years are
a general feature or reflect idiosyncratic aspects of the recent business
cycles. The theoretical model by Moscarini and Postel‐Vinay also raises
interesting questions. A central one concerns how firms respond to busi-
ness cycle shocks when they have made commitments to their existing
employees. Depending on how much wage flexibility there is in re-
sponse to such shocks, the implications for wages can be different.
The second paper in this volume is by Jean Boivin, Marc Giannoni,

and Benoît Mojon, “How Has the Euro Changed the Monetary Trans-
mission Mechanism?” This paper empirically documents the transmis-
sion of monetary and oil price shocks across countries in the European
Monetary Union. At the center of the paper are the changes in the trans-
mission of various shocks after the introduction of the euro. The authors
use factor vector autoregressions in order to capture the relationship
between a large number of country‐specific variables and their interac-
tions. This is a rich empirical framework, and it allows for a parsimo-
nious modeling of differential transmission of shocks across countries.
The paper shows considerable heterogeneity in the transmission of
shocks across countries, especially before the euro. For example, major
monetary policy shocks, driven by German interest rate changes, appear
to lead to considerably larger effects on interest rates and consumption
in some countries such as Italy and Spain than in others. However, the
introduction of the euro creates greater homogeneity in the transmission
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of such macroeconomic shocks and may have also reduced the overall
impact of these shocks.
Boivin, Giannoni, and Mojon then construct a simple open‐economy

new‐Keynesian model that can account for the comovement and
changes in the transmission as a result of the introduction of the euro.
Using this model, they provide an interpretation of the patterns docu-
mented by their factor vector autoregressions analysis. This paper
raises new methodological and empirical issues. Much of the discussion
at the macro annual conference focused on how informative the factor
vector autoregression framework is in uncovering comovements and
the impact of shocks, and what types of theoretical models can shed
light on these patterns.
The third paper is by Quamrul Ashraf, Ashley Lester, and David

Weil, “When Does Improving Health Raise GDP?” This paper con-
structs a simple neoclassical growth model, with realistic demographic
structure, in order to investigate the implications of general and specific
health improvements on GDP. Contrary to some claims in the literature
and in policy circles, recent evidence shows limited positive effects of
large, exogenous health improvement on growth. Some evidence even
suggests negative effects because of potential changes in factor propor-
tions. Ashraf, Lester, and Weil show that such patterns can arise and
persist for very long periods of time, even when health improvements
increase productivity. This occurs not only because of changes in capital‐
labor ratios but also because fertility adjustments tend to be gradual.
Their analysis cautions against optimistic assessments of how health im-
provements can lead to immediate economic dividends. The discussion
focused on how quickly fertility can adjust in response to different types
of shocks and how the long‐run effects should be measured and com-
pared to short‐run effects.
The fourth paper in the conference volume is by Jeremy Greenwood

and Nezih Guner, “Marriage and Divorce sinceWorldWar II: Analyzing
the Role of Technological Progress on the Formation of Households.”
Greenwood and Guner provide an ambitious theory of the effect of tech-
nological progress (in particular, the introduction of labor‐saving tech-
nologies) on the formation and dissolution of households. They
construct a simple search model in which individuals form matches that
can lead to marriage and then, depending on the realization of ex post
uncertainty, may decide to dissolve such marriages, leading to divorce.
A key question concerns the cost of single individuals to perform house-
hold tasks. Greenwood and Guner argue that labor‐saving technologi-
cal change has made it much easier for singles to perform such tasks,
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increasing the potential value of being single relative to being married.
The consequence of this is a decline in marriage rates and also an in-
crease in the likelihood of divorce when couples receive negative shocks
to their marriage. Greenwood and Guner show that the qualitative fea-
tures of this model are consistent with recent developments in marriage
and divorce rates, and they perform a quantitative evaluation, showing
that the quantitative implications of the model are also consistent with
the broad patterns. They also consider an extension of the model that
can be applied to the prewar era. Part of the discussion concerns how
the hypothesis proposed by Greenwood and Guner can be tested more
systematically and what types of technologies would affect household
formation.
The fifth paper is by Markus Brunnermeier, Stefan Nagel, and Lasse

Pederson, “Carry Trades and Currency Crashes.” Carry trades and cur-
rency markets have become more important in recent years and pro-
vide potentially profitable trades to arbitrage differences between
high–interest rate and low–interest rate currencies. However, such
trades are also subject to highly skewed risk in response to exchange
rate movements, particularly when high–interest rate currencies suffer
devaluation. This type of shock and the associated unwinding of carry
trades have been important in a variety of recent currency crises. Their
paper carefully documents the relationship between carry trades and
the comovement among currencies with similar interest rates and the
differences between currencies with significantly different interest rates.
Brunnermeier, Nagel, and Pederson show how the salient correlations
in the data could be driven by liquidity problems and their contribution
to current currency crises. Their analysis raises a range of interesting
questions, some of them concerning the measurement of potential re-
turns from carry trades and quantification of risks of such transactions.
Other questions are related to the appropriate theoretical framework for
understanding exchange rate movements and the risks that they create.
The final paper in the conference is by Andrew Atkeson and Patrick

Kehoe, “On theNeed for aNewApproach toAnalyzingMonetary Policy.”
Atkeson and Kehoe argue that the most popular models of the effect of
monetary policy, building on the new‐Keynesian framework, do not ex-
plain the existence of risk premia of the kind indicated by movements in
the term structure of interest rates. They suggest that this reflects an in-
adequacy of the general framework used in the literature and argue that
a different approach is necessary. The alternative proposed is a frame-
work in which there are changes in the volatility of shocks that house-
holds face and monetary policy is correlated with this volatility, either
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because it responds to underlying shocks or conceivably because it is
one of the causes of variations in risk. This paper revisits a central ques-
tion in macroeconomics, and the authors’ interpretation raises important
challenges and leads to a heated debate. A large part of the debate con-
cerns whether the problems identified by Atkeson and Kehoe reflect
only the failure of certain simple Euler equations and whether more
complex new‐Keynesian models avoid these problems. As with the
other papers in this volume, the debate generated byAtkeson andKehoe’s
paper will likely continue.
Finally, the authors and the editors would like to take this opportu-

nity to thank Martin Feldstein and the National Bureau of Economic
Research for their continued support for the NBER Macroeconomics An-
nual and the associated conference. We would also like to thank the
NBER conference staff, particularly Rob Shannon for his usual excellent
organization and support. Financial assistance from the National
Science Foundation is gratefully acknowledged. Laura Feiveson and
Luminita Stevens provided invaluable help in preparing the discussions.
We are also grateful to Lauren Fahey and Helena Fitz‐Patrick for assis-
tance in editing and producing the manuscript.





Abstracts
1 The Timing of Labor Market Expansions: New Facts
and a New Hypothesis
Giuseppe Moscarini and Fabien Postel‐Vinay

We document three new facts about aggregate dynamics in U.S. labor
markets over the last two decades, drawing in part from newly avail-
able data sets. We find a strong comovement between the employer‐to‐
employer worker transition rate, various measures of wages, and the
share of employment at large firms. All three remain below trend sev-
eral years into the expansion. Then, simultaneously, large firms take
over employment, workers start quitting more from job to job, and
wages accelerate. Somewhat surprisingly, employment growth of larger
firms is more cyclically sensitive. Building on these facts, we formulate
a new hypothesis of how business cycles evolve and mature. Following
a positive aggregate shock to labor demand, wages respond little on
impact and start rising only when firms run out of cheap unemployed
hires and start competing to poach and to retain employed workers.
Workers quit mostly from small, low‐paying, less productive firms to
large, high‐paying, productive firms. Wages rise both within firms
and as workers upgrade by quitting to higher‐paying employers. The
growth in the employment of large firms is fueled by the stock of em-
ployment at small firms, which takes some time to replenish after a re-
cession. We investigate whether this view is consistent with the
transitional dynamics of the Burdett and Mortensen (1998) equilibrium
search model, which we analyze in detail in a companion paper. A cal-
ibrated example shows that the model qualitatively captures the es-
sence of the three facts.
© 2009 by the National Bureau of Economic Research. All rights reserved.
978‐0‐226‐00204‐0/2009/2008‐0002$10.00
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2 How Has the Euro Changed the Monetary
Transmission Mechanism?
Jean Boivin, Marc P. Giannoni, and Benoît Mojon

This paper characterizes the transmission mechanism of monetary
shocks across countries of the euro area, documents how this mechanism
has changedwith the introduction of the euro, and explores some poten-
tial explanations. The factor‐augmented VAR (FAVAR) framework used
is sufficiently rich to jointly model the euro area dynamics while permit-
ting the transmission of shocks to be different across countries. We find
important heterogeneity across countries in the effect ofmonetary shocks
before the launch of the euro. In particular, we find that German interest
rate shocks triggered stronger responses of interest rates and consump-
tion in some countries such as Italy and Spain than in Germany itself.
According to our estimates, the creation of the euro has contributed to
(1) a greater homogeneity of the transmission mechanism across coun-
tries and (2) an overall reduction in the effects of monetary shocks. Using
a structural open‐economy model, we argue that the combination of a
change in the policy reaction function—mainly toward amore aggressive
response to inflation and output—and the elimination of an exchange
rate risk can explain the evolution of themonetary transmissionmechan-
ism observed empirically.

3 When Does Improving Health Raise GDP?
Quamrul H. Ashraf, Ashley Lester, and David N. Weil

We assess quantitatively the effect of exogenous health improvements
on output per capita. Our simulation model allows for a direct effect of
health on worker productivity, as well as indirect effects that run
through schooling, the size and age structure of the population, capi-
tal accumulation, and crowding of fixed natural resources. The model is
parameterized using a combination of microeconomic estimates, data
on demographics, disease burdens, and natural resource income in de-
veloping countries and standard components of quantitative macroeco-
nomic theory. We consider both changes in general health, proxied by
improvements in life expectancy, and changes in the prevalence of two
particular diseases: malaria and tuberculosis. We find that the effects of
health improvements on income per capita are substantially lower than
those that are often quoted by policy makers and may not emerge at all
for three decades or more after the initial improvement in health. The
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results suggest that proponents of efforts to improve health in developing
countries should rely on humanitarian rather than economic arguments.

4 Marriage and Divorce since World War II: Analyzing the Role
of Technological Progress on the Formation of Households
Jeremy Greenwood and Nezih Guner

Since World War II there has been (i) a rise in the fraction of time that
married households allocate to market work, (ii) an increase in the rate
of divorce, and (iii) a decline in the rate of marriage. It is argued here
that labor‐saving technological progress in the household sector can ex-
plain these facts. This makes it more feasible for singles to maintain their
own home and for married women to work. To address this question, a
search model of marriage and divorce, which incorporates household
production, is developed. An extension looks back at the prewar era.

5 Carry Trades and Currency Crashes
Markus K. Brunnermeier, Stefan Nagel, and Lasse H. Pedersen

This paper documents that carry traders are subject to crash risk; that
is, exchange rate movements between high–interest rate and low–interest
rate currencies are negatively skewed. We argue that this negative
skewness is due to sudden unwinding of carry trades, which tend to
occur in periods in which risk appetite and funding liquidity decrease.
Funding liquidity measures predict exchange rate movements, and con-
trolling for liquidity helps explain the uncovered interest rate puzzle.
Carry trade losses reduce future crash risk but increase the price of
crash risk. We also document excess comovement among currencies
with similar interest rates. Our findings are consistent with a model
in which carry traders are subject to funding liquidity constraints.

6 On the Need for a New Approach to Analyzing Monetary Policy
Andrew Atkeson and Patrick J. Kehoe

We present a pricing kernel that summarizes well the main features of
the dynamics of interest rates and risk in postwar U.S. data and use it to
uncover how the pricing kernel has moved with the short rate in this
data. Our findings imply that standard monetary models miss an essen-
tial link between the central bank instrument and the economic activity
that monetary policy is intended to affect, and thus we call for a new
approach to monetary policy analysis. We sketch a new approach using
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an economic model based on our pricing kernel. The model incorpo-
rates the key relationships between policy and risk movements in an
unconventional way: the central bank’s policy changes are viewed as
primarily intended to compensate for exogenous business cycle fluctua-
tions in risk that threaten to push inflation off target. This model, while
an improvement on standard models, is considered just a starting point
for their revision. It leads to critical questions that researchers need to
answer as they continue to revise their approach to monetary policy
analysis.
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