This PDF is a selection from an out-of-print volume from the National Bureau of Economic
Research

Volume Title: Concerning a New Federal Financial Statement

Volume Author/Editor: Morris A. Copeland

Volume Publisher: NBER

Volume ISBN: 0-87014-450-2

Volume URL.: http://www.nber.org/books/cope47-1

Publication Date: 1947

Chapter Title: Front matter, tables of content, preface
Chapter Author: Morris A. Copeland
Chapter URL.: http://www.nber.org/chapters/c4751

Chapter pages in book: (p. -7 - 0)



Concerning a

New Federal Financial Statement

MORRIS A. COPELAND

Technical Paper 5: December 1947

NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH, Inc.

1819 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.




Price: $1.00

Coplright, 1947, by
National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.
1819 Broadway, New York 23
All Rights Reserved
Printed in the United States by
Herald Square Press, Inc.



OFFICERS

Shepard Morgan, Chairman
C. Reinold Noyes, President
Boris Shishkin, Vice-President
George B. Roberts, Treasurer
W. J. Carson, Executive Director
Martha Anderson, Editor

DIRECTORS AT LLARGE

Chester 1. Barnard, President, New Jersey Bell Telephone Company
Arthur F. Burns, Columbia University
Oswald W. Knauth, New York City
H. W. Laidler, Executive Director, League for Industrial Democracy
Shepard Morgan, Vice-President, Chase National Bank
C. Reinold Noyes, New York City
George B. Roberts, Vice-President, National City Bank
Beardsley Ruml, Chairman, Board of Directors, R. H. Macy & Company
Harry Scherman, President, Book-of-the-Month Club
George Soule, President, Pilot Press, Inc.
N. L. Stone, Consulting Economist
J. Raymond Walsh, WMCA Broadcasting Company
Leo Wolman, Columbia University

DirecTors BY UNIVERSITY APPOINTMENT

E. Wight Bakke, Yale H. M. Groves, Wisconsin
C. C. Balderston, Pennsylvania Clarence Heer, North Carolina
W. L. Crum, Harvard Wesley C. Mitchell, Columbia
Corwin D. Edwards, Northwestern Paul M. O’Leary, Cornell
G. A. Elliott, Toronto W. W. Riefler, Institute for Advanced Study
Guy Stanton Ford, Minnesota T. O. Yntema, Chicago

DIRECTORS APPOINTED BY OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

Percival F. Brundage, American Institute of Accountants
Arthur H. Cole, Economic History Association
Frederick C. Mills, American Statistical Association
Boris Shishkin, American Federation of Labor
Warren C. Waite, American Farm Economic Association
Donald H. Wallace, American Economic Association

RESEARCH STAFF

Arthur F. Burns, Director of Research

Moses Abramovitz Simon Kuznets
Harold Barger ) Clarence D. Long
Morris A. Copeland Ruth P. Mack
Daniel Creamer Frederick C. Mills
Solomon Fabricant Wesley C. Mitchell
W. Braddock Hickman Geoffrey H. Moore
F. F. Hill Raymond J. Saulnier
Thor Hultgren George J. Stigler

Leo Wolman



Relation of the Directors to the Work and Publications
of the |

National Bureau of Economic Reésearch

1. The object of the National Bureau of Economic Research is to ascer-
tain and to present to the public important economic facts and their inter-
pretation in a scientific and impartial manner. The Board of Directors is
charged with the responsibility of ensuring that the work of the Bureau
is carried on in strict conformity with this object.

2. To this end the Board of Directors shall appoint one or more Directors
of Research.

8. The Director or Directors of Research shall submit to the members of
the Board, or to its Executive Committee, for their formal adoption, all
specific proposals concerning researches to be instituted.

4. No report shall be published until the Director or Directors of Re-
search shall have submitted to the Board .a summary drawing attention to
the character of the data and their utilization in the report, the nature
and treatment of the problems involved, the main conclusions and such
other information as in their opinion would serve to determine the suitability
of the report for publication in accordance with the principles of the Bureau.

5 A copy of any manuscript proposed for publication shall also be
submitted to each member of the Board. For each manuscript to be so
submitted a special committee shall be appointed by the President, or at his
designation by the Executive Director, consisting of three Directors selected
as nearly as may be one from each general division of the Board. The names
of the special manuscript committee shall be stated to each Director when
the summary and report described in paragraph (4) are sent to him. It
shall be the duty of each member of the committee to read the manuscript.
If each member of the special committee signifies his approval within
thirty days, the manuscript may be published. If each member of the
special committee has not signified his approval within thirty days of the
transmittal of the report and manuscript, the Director of Research shall
then notify each member of the Board, requesting approval or disapproval
of publication, and thirty additional days shall be granted for this purpose.
The manuscript shall then not be published unless at least a majority of
the entire Board and a two-thirds majority of those members of the Board
who shall have voted on the proposal within the time fixed for the receipt
of votes on the publication proposed shall have approved.

6. No manuscript may be published, though approved by each member
of the special committee, until forty-five davs have elapsed from the
transmittal of the summarv and report. The interval is allowed for the
receipt of any memorandum of dissent or reservation, together with a
brief statement of his reasons, that anv member mav wish to express; and
such memorandum of dissent or reservation shall be published with the
manuscript if he so desires. Publication does not, however, imply that each
member of the Board has read the manuscript, or that either members of
the Board in general, or of the special committee, have passed upon its
validity in every detail.

7. A copy of this resolution shall, unless otherwise determined by the
Board, be printed in each copy of every National Bureau book.

(Resolution adopted October 25, 1926 and revised February 6, 1933 and February 24, 1941)
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PREFACE

THE FEDERAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT presented in this Paper is de-
signed to facilitate tracing the impact of fiscal operations on busi-
ness conditions. As a summary of federal fiscal operations, it is both
simpler and more comprehensive than the official monthly statement
issued by the Treasury Department. It covers all federal funds
except those regarded as local government funds (such as the funds
of the District of Columbia) and those regarded as parts of the
banking system (such as the Postal Savings Fund). '

Changes in established federal financial statements have been
proposed by many people and for a variety of reasons. No one form
of statement can be expected to serve all purposes; but it is believed
that this new form fills an especially urgent need. If issued cur-
rently, it would be particularly useful to those concerned with the
relation between fiscal policy and business conditions. For this type
of use accounting accuracy is not essential. If statistical estimates
(rather than exact figures) were employed, it should be possible
to prepare such a statement for each quarter from existing account-
ing records. :

This new financial statement is a byproduct of the exploratory
study of Money Flows the National Bureau of Economic Research
has been conducting at the suggestion of the Committee for Eco-
nomic Development and with the support of a grantby the Committee.
Both that study and the estimates for the federal government dis-
cussed here are confined to calendar year figures covering 1936-42.
Recent figures would doubtless be more interesting, but the task of
assembling them is such as to make it seem desirable to publish the

illustrative retrospect figures for these seven calendar years at this
time for criticism and comment.

Various persons have aided in the preparation of this Technical
Paper. The writer wishes especially to acknowledge the helpful
criticism of P. F. Brundage, T. O. Yntema, and George Jaszi, and
the assistance of Paul Kohn, Dora Sherman, and Sylvia Levinson.

Federal financial records and reports are necessarily so complex
and extensive that it is difficult in an undertaking such as this to be
certain that some errors may not have been made in interpretation.



The over-all picture of federal finances presented is therefore tenta-
tive. The writer ventures to hope that any errors he has committed
have been errors of detail only and that the main outlines of the
tentative picture are substantially correct. He assumes sole responsi-
bility for any errors this Technical Paper may contain and will be
grateful to have them called to his attention. He assumes also sole
responsibility for the views here expressed.

June 1947



