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APPENDIX C

Prices of Individual
Commodities and

Commodity Groups

The price indexes compiled in this study are presented here, together
with Bureau-of Labor Statistics price series. In the reporting of the
NBER price series three basic numbers are presented:

1. The unweighted index of prices for the commodity

2. The annual average number of month-to-month pairs of price

series on which the index is based.!

3. The annual average of standard deviations of month-to-month

relative changes in individual prices from the average change in
the index for the product. (See p. 40, footnote 3.)
The average number of reporters tells something of the statistical basis
of the index. The standard deviation of the price changes is a measure
of the cohesiveness of the price pattern: a value of zero would indicate’
strict proportionality and simultaneity in the price movements of the
individual series.

These data are given for the sixty-four commodities for which we had
an average of three or more reporters; other commodities’ indexes are
omitted because of promises of confidentiality. In addition group indexes
are given.

1 This number, it should be noted, is often a minimum count. When a state buys
fuel oil for ten hospitals, we combine the individual prices into a single price index
for that buyer.
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TABLES: PRODUCT INDEXES

The products in Table 3-2 not presented here are omitted to preserve

confidentiality.

Metals and Products
Finished steel
C-1 Carbon steel, sheet and strip—
cold-rolled .
C-2 Carbon steel, sheet and strip—
hot-rolled
C-3 Tinplate
C-4 Carbon steel plates
C-5 Carbon steel, bars and rods—
hot-rolled
C-6 Carbon steel plain pipe
C-7 Carbon steel wire
C-8 Stainless steel sheet and strip
C-9 Alloy steel bars—hot- and
cold-rolled
Nonferrous metal products
Aluminum
C-10 Ingot and shot
C-11 Sheet and strip
C-12 Wire and cable
Copper
C-13 Ingot
C-14 Pipe and tubing
C-15 Wire and cable—bare
C-16 Insulated wire
C-17 Magnet wire
Zinc
C-18 Zinc products
Brass
C-19 Bars and rods
Fuel and Related Products
Petroleum and products
C-20 Regular gasoline
C-21 Diesel and distillate fuel
No. 2
C-22 Residual fuel oil No. 6
Coal
C-23 Coal, bituminous
Rubber and Products
Tires
C-24 Passenger car tires
C-25 Truck and bus tires

Synthetic rubber

C-26 Synthetic rubber, SBR, hot
and cold
C-27 Neoprene

Miscellaneous

C-28 Belting, industrial

Paper, Pulp and Products

C-29 Book, magazine, etc.

C-30 Newsprint

C-31 Coarse paper and bags
(Kraft papers)

C-32 Paperboard—unfabricated

C-33 Paper boxes and shipping
containers

C-34 Bond

Chemicals and Allied Products
Chemicals

C-35 Sulfuric acid, bulk

C-36 Caustic soda, liquid

C-37 Titanium dioxide

C-38 Chlorine—bulk

C-39 Regular oxygen

C-40 Ammonia

C-41 Acetone

C-42 Acetylene

C-43 Benzene (benzol)

C-44 Styrene monomer

C-45 Ethyl alcohol

C-46 Methyl alcohol

C-47 Glycerine, natural and
synthetic

C-48 Phthalic anhydride

C-49 Phenol

C-50 Polyethylene

C-51 Polystyrene

C-52 Polyvinyl chloride

C-53 Phenolic resins (plastics)

Pharmaceutical preparations, ethical

C-54 Antibiotics
C-55 Tranquilizers
C-56 Cardiac glycosides
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Miscellaneous Electrical Machinery and Equipment
C-57 Paint C-61 Electric motors, excluding
Nonmetallic Mineral Products DC
C-58 Portland cement C-62 Batteries
Flat glass ) Lumber and Wood Products
C-59 Plate glass C-63 Plywood

C-60 Safety glass and window glass C-64 Car flooring

TABLES: COMMODITY GROUPS

The commodity groups in Table 6-1 not presented here are omitted to

- preserve confidentiality.

C-65 Metals and Products C-76 Paper, converted paper, and
C-66 Finished steel products paperboard products &
C-67 Nonferrous products C-77 Chemicals and Allied Products
C-68 Primary refinery C-78 Industrial chemicals ¢
shapes 1 C-79 Paints and paint materials 8
C-69 Mill shapes 2 , C-80 Pharmaceutical prepara-
C-70 Fuel and Related Products tions, ethical
C-71 Petroleum and products C-81 Nonmetallic Mineral Products
C-72 Rubber and Products C-82 Flat glass
C-73 Tires C-83 Electrical Machinery and Equip-
C-74 Synthetic rubber ment

C-75 Pulp, Paper, and Allied Products C-84 Lumber and Wood Products
C-85 All Industrial Commodities

1 Includes products in Tables C-10, C-13, and C-18.

2 Includes products in Tables C-11, C-14, and C-19. Copper and brass sheet
and strip are also included but are omitted from product tables to preserve con-
fidentiality.

3 Includes products in Tables C-29, C-30, C-31, C-33, and C-34,

4 Includes products in Tables C-35, C-36, C-38 through C-46, and C-49. Sodium
tripolyphosphate and acrylonitrile are also included but omitted from the product
tables to preserve confidentiality.

5 Includes products in Tables C-37, C-47, C-48, and C-57.
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