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PREFATORY NOTE

Investigations of trends in production, employment and productivity
in certain American industries were begun by the National Bureau
in 1938. Four books have been published: The Output of Manufac-
turing Industries, 1899-1937 (1940) ; Employment in Manufactur-
ing, 1899-1939: An Analysis of its Relation to the Volume of
Production (1942); American Agriculture, 1899-1939: A Study of
Output, Employment and Productivity (1942); and The Mining
Industries, 1899-1939: A Study of Output, Employment and Produc-
tivity (1944); also four Occasional Papers: Manufacturing Output,
1929-1937 (December 1940); The Relation between Factory Em-
ployment and Output since 1899 (December 1941) ; Productivity of
Labor in Peace and War (September 1942); and Labor Savings in
American Industry, 1899-1939 (November 1945). Reports dealing
with the transportation and gas and electric industries are in
preparation. :

To provide information about a large and growing sector of the
economy, the National Bureau’s investigations of production, em-
ployment and productivity were expanded in 1943 to include the
service industries. This report by George J. Stigler, Domestic Servants
in the United States, 1900-1940, is the first product of this addi-
tional investigation. Another now in preparation will provide a gen- -
eral survey of the service industries as a whole, and others will deal
in detail with education, wholesale and retail trade, and government.

Grants to the National Bureau by The Maurice and Laura Falk
Foundation of Pittsburgh made possible the investigations on which
these studies are based. The Falk Foundation ‘is not, however, the
author, publisher, or proprietor of any of these publications and is
not to be understood as approving or disapproving by virtue of its
grant any of the statements made or views expressed therein.

WiLLIaM ]J. CARSON
Executive Director
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