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Preface

This book is a compilation of some of the papers presented at a
conference sponsored jointly by the Escuela de Administracion de
Negocios para Graduados (ESAN) in Lima and the National Bureau of
Economic Research. The conference, entitled “Commodity Markets,
Models and Policies in Latin America,” was held at ESAN in Lima
from May 11-13, 1978. The participants consisted of economists, plan-
ners, and policymakers from the United States and Latin America
interested in commodity models and their use in planning. Unfortu-
nately, not all of the papers presented in the conference could be
included in this volume. Only papers dealing with modeling meth-
odologies, particularly those related directly to Latin America’s pri-
mary commodities, are included.

We thank all of the participants in the conference, and most particu-
larly those who presented papers and the discussants and members of
ESAN, especially Dean Lander Pacora Coupen, Tulio Camminati, Nis-
sim Alcabes, Fernando Robles, Peter Wosner, and Alberto Zaqater.

The financial support of IBM World Trade Company to the National
Bureau of Economic Research and the financial resources made avail-
able by the Escuela de Administracion para Graduados that made this
conference possible are deeply appreciated.

Walter C. Labys, West Virginia University

M. Ishaq Nadiri, NBER and New York University
José F. Nunez del Arco, Interamerican Development Bank
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