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APPENDIX H

TABLES ON REGIONAL CONSTRUCTION AND POPULATION

TABLE H-i
Estimate of New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started,

by Region, 1920-1950
(thousands)

New Middle
East
North

West
North South

East
South

West
South

England Atlantic Central Central Atlantic Central Central Mountain Pacific

1920 11 44 50 20 37 8 33 6 38
1921 20 101 74 35 57. 19 56 13 74
1922 37 187 134 52 83 29 66 17 111
1923 45 233 181 63 91 37 88 15 140
1924 53 249 191 53 106 42 59 17 123
1925 60 255 192 60 118 46 64 20 123
1926 45 255 186 45 101 39 56 14 108
1927 44 257 178 35 85 37 63 14 97
1928 45 218 160 36 81 39 68 14 92
1929 28 128 110 30 49 24 59 14 67

Decade
total 388 1,927 1,456 429 808 320 590 144 973

1930 17 97 4'3 19 33 14 43 9 55
1931 17 80 23 18 35 7 29 7 38
1932 9 34 9 11 24 5 14 4 24
1933 7 24 5 7 16 3 12 2 17
1934 7 43 9 9 21 5 14 2 16

1935 6 54 23 14 53 9 24 5 28
1936 10 72 37 15 64 20 35 7 44
1937 13 63 50 26 57 16 33 14 61
1938 13 82 58 31 67 18 40 16 75
1939 16 83 75 35 76 21 46 19 88

Decade
total 115 632 332 184 446 118 290 85 446

1940 24 89 95 39 94 27 45 20 97

1941 28 99 123 41 108 35 57 20 108

1942 13 45 63 8 52 14 33 8 55

1943 7 18 37 5 43 8 24 7 35
1944 2 6 25 5 22 7 25 5 42

1945 5 18 39 12 41 11 35 10 58

1946 23 83 110 45 127 33 95 26 155

1947 34 102 141 55 160 48 129 30 181
1948 39 132 148 58 165 53 120 31 168

1949 45 172 161 63 179 60 114 35 160

1950 65 232 241 92 204 75 158 51 234

Decade
totala 285 998 1,183 433 1,195 371 835 243 1,293

(notes on next page)
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Notes to Table H-i
a Eleven years.
Notes and source: Regional data on new units started are poorer in quality than the national

estimates. The Bureau of Labor Statistics cautions that its recent state totals are often rough
approximations. There is no reason to believe that this cautionary note does not apply to the
entire regional series. The states included in each of the nine regions are as follows:

New England Middle Atlantic East North Central
Maine New York Ohio
New Hampshire New Jersey Indiana
Vermont Pennsylvania Illinois
Massachusetts Michigan
Rhode Island South Atlantic Wisconsin
Connecticut Maryland

District of Columbia East South Central
West North Central Virginia Kentucky
Minnesota West Virginia Tennessee
Iowa North Carolina Alabama
Missouri South Carolina Mississippi
North Dakota Georgia
South Dakota Florida Pacific
Nebraska Delaware Washington
Kansas California

• Mountain Oregon
West South Central Idaho
Arkansas Wyoming
Louisiana Colorado
Oklahoma New Mexico
Texas Arizona

Utah
Nevada
Montana

1920-1929: David L. Wickens, Residential Real Estate, National Bureau of Economic Research,
1941, p. 296.
1930-1939: Housing Statistics Handbook, National Housing Agency, 1945, Tables 2A and 2B.
The regional distribution of private starts for the years 1935-1939 was taken as the difference
between total starts and public starts.
1940-1946: Housing Statistics Handbook, Housing and Home Finance Agency, 1948, p. 8. The
sum of the regional data does not always add to the official figures on total nonf arm starts
because of differences in adjustments for lapses.
1947, 1949, and 1950: Unofficial estimates of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 1947 data on
starts by states have not been adjusted for lapses.
1948: No data are available for this year. Rough estimates were made for the purpose of this
analysis by interpolation between regional shares of new private starts for the years 1947
and 1949.
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TABLE H-5
Distribution of Total Population by Farm, Rural Nonfarm, and

Urban Residence, and Of Urban Population by Size of City,
1890-1950

100,000 50,000 25,000 10,000 5,000 2,500
Total Rural or to to to to to

Population Farm Nonfarni Urban More 100,000 50,000 25,000 10,000 5,000

Total Population (millions)
1890 62.9 29.4 11.4 22.1 9.7 2.0 2.3 3.5 2.4 2.3
1900 76.0 31.2 14.8 30.2 14.2 2.7 2.8 4.3 3.2 2.9
1910 92.0 32.1 17.9 42.0 20.3 4.2 4.0 5.5 4.2 3.7
1920 105.7 31.6 19.9 54.2 27.4 5.3 5.1 7.0 5.0 4.4
1930 122.8 30.4 23.4 69.0 36.3 6.5 6.4 9.1 5.9 4.7
1940 131.7 30.5 26.8 74.4 38.0 7.3 7.4 10.0 6.7 5.0
1950 150.7 23.8 31.1 96.0 na. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Per Cent Distribution of Total Population
1890 100.0% 46.7% 18.1% 35.1% 15.4% 3.2% 3.7% 5.6% 3.8% 3.7%
1900 41.1 19.2 39.7 18.7 3.6 3.7 5.7 4.2 3.8
1910 ' 34.9 19.5 45.7 22.1 4.6 4.3 6.0 4.6 4.0
1920 " 29.9 18.8 51.3 25.9 5.0 4.8 6.6 4.7 4.2
1930 24.8 19.1 56.2 29.6 5.3 5.2 7.4 4.8 3.8
1940 23.2 20.3 56.5 28.9 5.5 5.6 7.6 5.1 3.8
1950 15.6 20.6 83.7 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

100,000 50,000 25,000 10,000 5,000 2,500
Total Rural or to to to to to

Non farm Nonfarm Urban More 100,000 50,000 25,000 10,000 5,000

Per Cent Distribution of Nonfarm Population
1890 100.0% 34.0% 66.0% 29.0% 6.0% 6.9% 10.4% 7.2% 6.9%
1900 " 32.6 67.4 31.7 6.0 6.2 9.6 7.1 6.5
1910 29.9 70.1 33.9 7.0 6.7 9.2 7.0 6.2
1920 26.9 73.1 37.0 7.2 6.9 9.4 6.7 5.9
1930 25.3 74.7 39.3 7.0 6.9 9.8 6.4 5.1
1940 28.5 73.5 37.5 7.2 7.3 9.9 6.6 4.9
1950 24.5 75.5 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a.

Per Cent Distribution of Urban Population
1890 100.0% 43.9% 9.0% 10.4% 15.8% 10.9% 10.4%
1900 47.0 8.9 9.3 14.2 10.6 9.6
1910 48.3 10.0 9.5 13.1 10.0 8.8
1920 50.6 9.8 9.4 12.9 9.2 8.1
1930 52.6 9.4 9.3 13.2 8.5 6.8
1940 51.1 9.8 9.9 13.4 9.0 6.7

na. = not available.
Source: Historical Statistics, Series B 13-16, B 145-159, and B 165-170. Estimates of farm

population for 1890 and 1900 taken from M. R. Cooper, Glen T. Barton, and A. P. Brodell,
Progress of Farm Mechanization, Dept. of Agriculture, Misc. Pub. 630, 1947.
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TABLE H-7
Private Nonfarm Residential Construction Expenditures

by Regions, 1939-1952
(dollars in millions)

1939-1952 1940-1950 1939-1941 1947-1949 1950-1952

New England
Middle Atlantic

$ 3,806.0
12,883.5

$ 2,426.1 $ 502.7
8,239.5 1,955.6

$ 1,075.0
3,511.0

$ 1,874.8
6,315.3

East North Central 16,374.2 10,954.8 2,112.1 4,620.3 7,628.4
West North Central 4,904.4 3,256.3 600.6 1,436.1 2,880.8
South Atlantic 10,692.4 7,386.4 1,305.7 3,521.7 4,634.8
East South Central 2,482.4 1,634.4 275.7 736.0 1,216.4
West South Central 7,677.6 5,296.3 649.7 2,553.0 3,603,1
Mountain 2,457.1 1,651.7 258.6 731.6 1,172.5
Pacific 14,257.4 9,936.5 1,514.3 4,972.3 5,847.3

Total $75,535.0
Per

$50,782.0 $9,175.0
Cent Distribution

$23,157.0 $34,673.0

New England
Middle Atlantic

5.0%
17.1

4.8% 5.5%
16.2 21.3

4.6%
15.2

5.4%
18.2

East North Central 21.7 21.6 23.0 20.0 22.0
West North Central 6.5 6.4 6.5 6.2 6.9
South Atlantic 14.2 14.5 14.2 15.2 13.4
East South Central 3.3 3.2 3.0 3.2 3.5
West South Central 10.2 10.4 7.1 11.0 10.4
Mountain 3.3 3.3 2.8 3.2 3.4
Pacific 18.9 19.8 18.5 21.5 16.9

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Source Construction and Building Materials, Statistical Supplement, Dept. of Com-
merce, 1954.


