This PDF is a selection from an out-of-print volume from the National Bureau
of Economic Research

Volume Title: Wages and Labor Markets in the United States, 1820-1860
Volume Author/Editor: Robert A. Margo

Volume Publisher: University of Chicago Press

Volume ISBN: 0-226-50507-3

Volume URL.: http://www.nber.org/books/marg00-1

Publication Date: January 2000

Chapter Title: Index
Chapter Author: Robert A. Margo
Chapter URL.: http://www.nber.org/chapters/c11519

Chapter pages in book: (p. 195 - 202)



Index

Abbott, Elizabeth, 8, 17,19, 161 n. 4

Adams, Donald R, 10, 11-16, 17, 53, 81,
91, 143, 162 n. 16, 163 nn. 21, 22,
180 n. 20

Adams, T. M., Vermont wage series, 18, 19,
22,49, 81,169n. 10

Agriculture: production, 43, 79; sectoral
shift away from, 79-81, 159, 170 n. 23;
wages in, 14-17. See also Farm labor;
Farm-nonfarm wage gap

Alaska: Pipeline, 135-36, 177 n. 35; Yukon,
134

Aldrich, Mark, 156

Aldrich, Nelson W. (Aldrich Report), 7, &,
17, 18-19, 161 nn. 4, 5, 169 n. 10

Antebellum period, 1, 6, 25, 76, 156,
158-59; economic development during,
2-3, 79-81, 142-43; labor markets in,
4, 76, 153 (see also Labor markets);
“optimist” and “pessimist” viewpoints
of, 2, 143

Army wages to civilians, 5, 25-30, 39,
43-44; compared with civilian econ-
omy wages, 32-34; during Gold Rush,
130-31

Artisans, 20-22, 24, 40-41, 43, 180 n. 20;
wages of, 451., 50-51, 109 ¢t., 117-
18 tt, 137, 156; wages by region, 29 t.,
44,47, 55-571., 681,721, 105t 5.3,
106

Atack, Jeremy, 76, 80

Bateman, Fred, 76, 79-80

Berry, Thomas Senior, 15, 28, 52, 119, 132,
133, 134, 172 n. 10, 1 76 nn. 26, 28

Bezanson, Anne, 12, 19

Bidwell, Percy W, 81, 169 nn. 9, 13

Blanchard, Qlivier J., 177 n. 37

Blank, Rebecca M., 158

Bodenhorn, Howard, 171 n. 1

Boston, 124

Brady, Dorothy, 17-18, 22-23, 164 nn. 33,
34

California, 134-35, 174 n. 9; San Francisco,
123-24, 134, 178 n. 39; wages in,
130 t, 139401, 141 tt. See also Gold
Rush, California

Calomiris, Charles W,, 148

Capital gains, 101

Capital inflows, 128-29, 134-35, 174 n. 13,
177 n. 33

Carrington, William J.,, 128, 135, 136,
174n. 16

Caughey, John Walton, 121, 122-23, 124,
125,129,133, 134,173 n. 6, 174 n. 18

Census of Manufactures, 6

Census of Occupations, 103

Census of Social Statistics, 4, 5, 17, 25, 30—
31,331.,341.,76,82, 8841, 152

Child labor wages, 15

Civil War, post-, 79, 97, 156, 157

Civil War, pre—. See Antebellumn period

195



196 Index

Clay, Karen, 174 n. 8

Clerks. See White-collar workers

Coclanis, Peter, 150-51, 180 n. 18

Coelho, Phitlip: price index, 53, 103;
on real wages, 8-9, 101-2, 107,
162 nn. 7-11

Coffman, Chad, 101

Cole, Arthur H,, 50, 52

Coman, Katherine, 120-24, 131, 132, 134,
176 nn. 25-27, 177 n. 31

Common laborers: farm workers compared
to, 82-84, 89-90; as immigrants, 144;
nominal wages of, 44, 45 t., 46-47,
67¢t,74¢t, 114 ¢, 117 ¢, 137; real
wages of, 21 t.,, 50-51, 71 ¢, 104 t.,
106, 109 ¢, 110, 118 t., 133, 158. See
also Female labor wages

Commons, John R, 2

Construction sector, 53, 131; canal build-
ing, 2, 9-10, 80-81; railroad lines, 2,
97, 101, 144; residential, 52-54

Corden, W. Max, 173 n. 7

Costa, Dora, 149

Crafts, N F R, 78

Craig, Lee, 101-2, 150

David, Paul, 8, 78, 79, 142, 144; on prices,
13, 18, 52, 53, 179 n. 8; on wages, 17,
19-24, 21 t, 48, 49, 145, 163 n. 27

DeBow, I D. B., 7, 30, 123, 137, 165 nn. 47,
49,177 n.33,178n. 1

DeCanio, Steven, 146

Demand shocks, 5, 108-2, 119, 127, 134,
136, 177-78 n. 37. See also Labor
markets

Dixit, Avinash, 174 n. 18

Earle, Carville, 168 n. |

Easterlin, Richard, 101

Economic development: antebellum, 2-3,
79-81, 142-43; of modern emerging
economies, 157, 159

Economic inequality, 150

Economic shocks, 155, 178-79 n. 3; labor
demand shocks, 5, 108-9, 119, 127,
136, 177-78 n. 37, price shocks, 148;
supply-side, 173-74 n. 7. See aiso Gold
Rush, California

Engerman, Stanley, 42, 129, 143, 168 n. 1,
169 n. 16

Erie Canal construction, 2, 9-10, 81

Erie Canal wage series, 2, 9-10, 17, 1920,

21 ¢, 22, 25; compared with army pay-
roll, 33 t.

Factory system. See Industrial technology

Falconer, John |, &1, 169 nn. 9, 13

Farm labor: common laborers compared
to, 82-84, 89-90; harvest labor, 14-15,
169 n. 14; wages of, 14-17. See also
Seasonality

Farm-nonfarm sectoral shift, 79-81, 159,
170 n, 23

Farm-nonfarm wage gap, 13-16, 81-83, 87-
88 t., 89-93, 153-54, 170 n. 21; caicu-
lation of, 84-85, 93-94; farm-
manufacturing wage gap, 91-93; Wil-
liamson and Lindert on, 18-19, 81-82,
91,97, 169 n. 12, 170 n. 26, 170-
71 n 27,171 n. 28

Female labor wages, 13, 15, 92, 168—
69n. 6,171 n. 29

Ferrie, Joseph, 100, 101, 109, 152

Field, Alexander J,, 80--81, 108, 168 nn. 5,
6,169 n. 7

Field-Hendry, Elizabeth, 102

Fishback, Price, 41, 166 n. 7

Fleisig, Heywood, 108, 155

Floud, Roderick, 179 n. 13

Fogel, Robert W, 2, 42, 101, 144, 149-50,
169n.16,171n. 3,172 n. 13

Foster, George G., The Gold Regions of Cal-
Jornia, 122

Fraser, Robert W,, 175 n. 20

Galenson, David, 101

Gallman, Robert E., 142, i43, 179 n. 14

Gender factors: female labor wages, 13, 15,
92, 168-69 n. 6, 171 n. 29; male manu-
facturing wage, 91

Geographic wage differences. See Regional
wage differentials

Gerber, James, 132, 175-76 n. 22, 176 n. 23,
177n. 33

Girard, Stephan, Collection, 11

Gold harvesting model, 125-27, 174 n. 10

Goldin, Claudia, 40, 80, 81, 146; on indus-
trialization, 3, 7, 100, 108; on seasonal-
ity, 42, 129, 143, 168 n. 1; on wage and
price movements, 28, 50, 52, 156-57,
167n. 17, 171 n. 29

Gold Rush, California, 97,120-24,173 n. 1;
as a demand shock, 5, £19, 127, 136;
in-migration {foreign and domestic)



Index 197

and, 122; labor elasticity during, 135 t.;
mills and mining camps, 124-25; other
demand shocks compared to, 134,
135-36; wage determination during,
11920, 137-38, 155; wage movements
during, 129-35, 175-76 n. 22

Goodman, David, 120

Gray, Robert D, 12,19

Gregson, Mary Eschetbach, 101

Grosse, Scott, 8

Habakkuk, H. J, 11, 80, 180 n. 20

Haines, Michael R., 150

Hamermesh, Daniel, 174 n. 16

Hanes, Christopher, 148, 161 n. 5

Hannon, Joan, 152

Hansen, Alvin, 8, 161 n. 4

Harris-Todaro model, 168 n. 3

Harvest labor, 14-15, 43, 169 n. 14

Hatton, Timothy, 41, 89, 169 nn. 8, 13

Haurin, Donald R., {50

Hedonic regressions, 36-39, 55-66 tt., 131-
32, 13040 1.

Heppner, Francis, 165 n. 39

“Hidden depression” of late 1840s, 2, 144

Hirsch, Susan E., 2

Hoover, Ethel (retail price index), 10, 18,
23,53,163n. 28,167 n. 2]

Housing costs, 52-54

Hussey, Miriam, 12, 19

Immigration, {, 2, 122, 144, 158, 179 n. 4

Income distribution, 158-59. See also Wage
structure

Industrial technology, 1-2, 13, 79, 80-81;
affecting labor demand, 97, 108-9,
156, 158; living standards and, 1-4

Inflation, 2, 10, 129, 146, 148

James, John, 80, 156
John, Harry, 165 n. 39
Jones, Fred Mitchell, 179 n. 7

Kantor, Shawn, 41, 166 n. 7

Katz, Lawrence F., 156, 157-58, 177 n. 37,
180-81 nn. 22, 23

Kennedy, Joseph C. G, 123, 137, 176 n. 30,
177 n. 33

Kiesling, Lynne, 2, 7, 31, 152, 153

Komlos, John, 2, 150-51, 152, 179 n. 14,
180n. 18

Kuznets, Simon, 76, 157

Kuznets curve, 157
Kuznets cycle, 18

Labor cost, 1617, 175 n. 22

Labor demand and supply, 95-97, 102, 107,
111-12, 126, 144, 168 n. 1; demand
shocks, 5, 108-9, 119, 127, 134, 135~
36, 177-78 n. 37; industrial technology
affecting, 97, 108-9, 156, 158; supply
elasticity, 135-36, 138-39, 177 n. 36;
supply-side shocks, 173-74n. 7

Laborers {common). Se¢ Common laborers

Labor force, 79-80, 173 n. 20; growth rates,
99 t.; mobility of, 83, 107, 127-28; non-
farm, 99 t., 100, 170 n. 21. See also Ar-
tisans; Commeon laborers; White-collar
workers

Labor markets (antebellum), 4, 76, 97-98;
mtersectoral efficiency of, 76-78,
153-54; regional integration of, 13, 24,
95, 108, 119; wage structure and, 24,
10510

Labor unions, 2, 12

Land access, 77, 168 n. §

Laurie, Bruce, 2

Lavender, David, 120-25, 173 n. 2

Layer, Robert G., wage series, 10, 19, 49,
16364 n. 31

Lebergott, Stanley, 80, 83, 86, 152; on price
levels, 167 n. 20; on regional labor mar-
kets, 97-98, 108, 179 n. 3; wage esti-
mates, 7, 10-11, 17, 23-24, 30, 42, 44,
52,76,79,97,166n. 8,171 n. 28

Lee, Chulhee, 150

Licht, Walter, 24, 25

Lindert, Peter, 3, 8, 11, 17, 48-49, 150, 157;
on farm-nonfarm wage gap, 18-19,
81-82,01, 57,169 n. 12, 170 n. 26,
170-71 n. 27, 171 n. 28; on prices, 19—
24, 163-64 n. 31

Living standards, 14, 161 n. 2; industsializa-
tion and, 1-4; urbanization and, 150.
See also Real wages

Lacal economies, 83, 85, 95, 134, 155,
170 n. 19

Lotchin, Roger, 120, 123-25, 127, 129,
131-34

Lucas, Robert, 146

Maddison, Angus, 78
Maddock, Rodney, 125, 177 n. 34
Manhattan housing prices, 53-54



198 Index

Manufacturing wages: calculating, 91-92;
farm-manufacturing wage gap, 91-93,
161n. 3

Margo, Robert A, 16, 23, 24, 40, 53, 86,
97, 101, 145, 146; on determination
of wage levels, 24, 4445, 142-48;
on height and nutritional status, 2,
148-52; on poor relief, 2, 7, 31,
152-53; on prices, 50, 51, 53; sources
utilized in wage determinations, 25-31,
129-30; on wage structure and move-
ments, 28, 45 t., 46-49, 52, 54, 156-57,
117¢, 118¢t, 14l tt, 1670, 17

Marks, Paula Mitchell, 122-24, 125, 129,
173n. 1

Maryland, wage levels in, 14-15

Massachusetts, wage levels in, 8, 17, 81, 92,
124

McLane, Louis (McLane Report), 6-7, 17,
161 n. 3

McLean, [an, 125, 177 n. 34

Mexican War and treaty, 121-22

Midwest region, I, 5, 28, 42, 45 t,, 46, army
payroll data, 29 t.; labor force shift to,
100, 107, nominal wage levels, 45 t.,
46, 4748, 67-69 tt., 75 t.; real wage
patterns, 51, 71-73 tt., 106-7, |54

Migration (internal), 3, 16, 24, 168—69 n. 6,
172 nn. 12, 15; farm-nonfarm, 76-81,
83, 89, during Gold Rush, 119, 122-
29, 173 n. 3; westward movement, |,
26, 28, 98-102, 178 n. 39. See also
Farm-nonfarm sectoral shift; Urban-
ization

Military payroll. See Army wages to
civilians

Mitchell, Wesley C., 8

Mokyr, Joel, 146

Murphy, Kevin M., 158

Neary, J Peter, 173n. 7

New England states, 9, 39, 80

New Orleans, 39, 50, 124

New York, 18, 124; Erie Canal wage series,
9-10, 17, £9-20, 21 t., 22, 25; housing
prices in New York City area, 53-54

Nominal wages: alternative estimates of,
74-75 tt.; comparisons of, 48—49; con-
struction of estimates, 44-46, 13637,
flexibility of, 14748 t., 159; levels and
movements of, 10, 12, 24, 33-34 t.,
36, 4647, 67-69 tt., 117 ¢, 125, 132,
141 t. 6C.2. See also Wage regressions

Nonwage compensation, 42

Nordhaus, William D, 167 n. 19

North, Douglass C., 100, 148

Northeast region, 1, 2, §-9, 23-24, 43,
53-54; army payroll data, 29 t., 42;
industrialization in, 86, 98; nominal
wage levels, 45 t., 4648, 67-69 tt.,
74 ¢ prices in, 90, 144-45; real
wage patterns, 50-51, 71-73 tt., 106,
162 n. 10

North-South wage gap, 5, 108, 155,
172 n. 11

Nutritional status and height, 2, 4, 148-52

Occupational traits and wage structure, 40—
41, 153, 155-57

Occupational weights, 114t 115t,, 116t
123, 153,178 n. 1

Occupations, Census of, 103

O’Rourke, Kevin, 172 n. 10

Palmguist, Raymond, 101

Panic of 1837, 146, 148

Parke, Charles Ross, 123

Pearson, Frank A., 18

Pennsylvania: Brandywine region, 81; Phila-
delphia, 17; Pittsburgh, 47, 167 n. 16,
wage levels in, 11-14,92

Per capita income estimates, 2, 142-43,
164 n. 35. See also Nominal wages;
Real wages

“Pessimist” viewpoint, 2, 143

Pindyck, Robert S., 174 n. 18

Pittsburgh, 47, 167 n. 16

Poor relief, 2, 7, 148, 152-53

Pope, Clayne, 2, 101

Popuiation: growth, 112; westward move-
ment of, 1, 26, 28, 98-102, 123-24,
178 n. 39. See also Immigration; Migra-
tion (internal)

Price deflators, regional, 52-54, 70 t., 113,
132, 141 t. 6C.3; construction of, 24,
50, 53, 102-3, 14445, 167 nn. 17, 20,
176 n. 26; food costs, 90; formulas for,
102-3

Price equalization, factor, 172 n. 10

Price indices and series: Berry, 52, 132-34,
176 nn. 26, 28, Coelho-Shepherd, 53,
103; David-Solar, 13, 17-18, 19-24,
145, 163 n. 27, 179 n. 8; Goldin-
Margo, 50, 51, 53; Hoover retail price
index, 18, 23, 53, 163 n. 28, 167 n. 21;
Lebergott, 167 n. 20; Warren-Pearson,



Index 199

18; Williamson-Lindert, 19-24, 163-
64 n. 31

Price levels and movements, 23, 144, 147
48 t.; inflation or deflation affecting
wages, 2, 10, 129, 145-46, 148; price
shocks, 148; retail prices, 18, 23, 53,
145,163 n. 28, 167 n. 21,179 n. 7;
wholesale prices, 50, 14445

Productivity gaps, 78

Prucha, Francis P, 26, 27, 164 n. 37,
165n. 51

Railroad construction, 2, 97, 101, 144

Real labor cost, 16-17, 179 n. 22

Real wages, 2,9, 15-16, 19-23, 51 t., 54,
T1-73 1., 118 t., 144; apprepate real
wage series, 109 t., 118 t.; calculation
of, 50, 93-94; real wage ratios, 90 t.;
social factors imply cyclic declines in,
149-53; sources used in estimating, 6-
12, 16-17, 1924, 25-31, 129-30, See
also Nominal wages; Price levels and
movements, and by region

Regional 1abor market integration, 10, 97~
98,99t 107-10

Regional occupation weights, 1141, 115t
1161,123, 153,178 n. 1

Regional price deflators. See Price defla-
tors, regional

Regional wage differentials, 95, 101, 102-7,
110 t., 154-55; Coelho and Shepherd
on, 8-9; North-South wage gap, 1, 5,
155. See aiso by region

Regressions of nominal wages: Midwest re-
gion, 58-60 t.; Northeast region, 55-
57 t.; South Atlantic region, 61-63 t.;
South Central region, 64-66t.

Reports of Persons Hired 4, 25-30, 33-34 t,
36,119, 130

Retail prices, 18, 23, 53, 145, 163 n. 28,
167n. 21,179 n. 7

Risch, Erna, 27, 164 n. 36

Rockoff, Hugh, 171 n. 1

Rosen, Sherwin, 37

Rosenberg, Charles E., 39

Rosenbloom, Joshua, 97, 103, 107, 170 n.
24,176-77n. 30, 177 n. 34

Ross, Steven J., 2, 172 n. 9

Rothenberg, Winifred, 43, 50, 81, 83, 89;
wage estimates, 10, 14, 15, 16-17,
163 n. 24, 169 n. 14

Ruhlen, George, 165 n. 51

Rutner, Jack, 171 n. 3

San Francisco, 123-24, 134, 178 n. 39. See
also Gold Rush, California

Schaefer, Donald, 165 n. 48

Schob, David E., 43, 82, 83, 89, 169 nn. 14,
15

Seasonality, 13, 42-43, 83, 129, 131, 143,
168 n. 1

Secretary of the Interior, 7

Shepherd, James, 8-9, 101-2, 107; price
index, 53, 103, 162 nn. 7-11

Simkovich, Boris, 81, 169 n. 7

Skilled job characteristics, 3944, 153,
162 nn. 9, 12; and wages, 4041

Skilled-unskilled wage gap, 4, 13, 16, 19-
22,54,106-7,156,162nn. 9, 11

Skinner, Jonathan, 80, 156

Staughter, Matthew, 172 n. 10

Slave status, 38,42, 166 n. 6, 169 n. 16

Smith, Adam, 41, 43

Smith, Walter B., Erie Canal wage scries, 2,
9-10, 17, 19-22, 25,33 t.

Social Statistics, Census of, 4, 5, 17, 25, 30—
31, 76,82, 152

Sokoloff, Kenneth, 3, 7, 17, 52, 81, 83,91,
100, 108, 156, 161 n. 3, 163 n. 34,
168n. 6,178 n. 3

Solar, Peter, 8; price estimates, 13, 18, 52,
53; wage index, 17, 19-24, 48, 49, 145,
163n.27,179n. 8

Soltow, Lee, 40, 150

South Atlantic region, 1,45 t., 110, 151;
army payroll data, 29 t.; labor market,
108; nominal wage levels, 67-69 tt.;
real wage patterns, 51, 71-73 tt., 106,
112-13

South Central region, 1, 43, 45 t.; army pay-
roll data, 29 t., 39; nominal wage lev-
els, 67-69 tt.; real wage patterns, 51,
T1-73 tt., 155

Southern labor markets, 97, 100, 107-8,
155

Steckel, Richard, 2, 101, 149-50, 179 n. 13

Stevens, Edward, 40

St. Louis, 39, 49

Stone, Alfred Holt, 82, 83

Suilivan, William A, 2, 24

Supply elasticity, 135-36, 138-39, 177 n. 36.
See also Labor markets

Taylor, Alan M., 128

Taylor, George R, 17, 52, 100

Temin, Peter, 80, [08, 171 n. 3, 178-79n. 3,
179n. 10



200 Index

Time-series patterns, 45, 132-35, 146, 158,
166 n. 5

Transition econemies, 159

Transpoertation: costs, 15, 174 n. 18; im-
provements in, 80, 97, 101

Turner, Frederick Jacksen, 101

Umbreck, John, 174 0. 8

Unemployment risk, 4142, See also Sea-
sonality

Unions, 2, 12, 156

Unskilled workers. See Commen laborers;
Farm laber

Urbanization, 112, 150, 152, 170 n. 25

U.S. Department of Commerce, 45, 101.
143-44

Value of marginal preduct. See VMP curve
of efficiency

Vermont wage series, 19, 22, 169 n, 10

Villafler, Georgia C., 7, 16, 28, 81, 83, 86,
91,161 n.3,178n. 3

VMP curve of efficiency, 77, 168 n. 1

Wage convergence or equalization, 83-84,
95,98, 110-13

Wage gaps, calculation of, 84-86. See also
Farm-nonfarm wage gap; Regional
wage differentials; Skilled-unskilled
wage gap

Wage indices and series: David-Solar, 17,
19-24, 48, 49, 145; Erie Canal, 2, 9-10,
17, 19-20, 21 t,, 22, 25; Layer, 10, 19,
163-64 n. 31; Lebergott, 10-11, 17, 23,
52, 76,79, 97, 166 n. 8, 171 n. 28;
Margo, 45 t., 46-49, 54, 1171, 118 ¢,
141 tt.; Rothenberg, 10, 16-17, 163 n.
24, 169 n. 14; Vermont, 18, 19, 22, 8],
165 n. 10; Weiss per capita income, 2,
14243, 164 n. 35; Williamson-Lindert,
48-49; Zabler, 10, 18. See also Nomi-
nal wages; Real wapes

Wage levels and movements: in agriculture,
15-16 (see also Farm-nonfarm wage
gap); determination of, 24, 4445,
142-48; during Geld Rush, 119-20,
125-35, 143, 155, 175-76 n. 22; long-

term, 4, 13, 21 ¢, 23, 34-35, 51 t,, 54,
109 t., 134 t.; short-run cyclic changes,
4,10, 22-23, 34-35, 148-53. See also
Regicnal wage differentials; Skilled-
unskilled wage gap

Wage regressions, 36-39, 131-32, 13640t
Midwest region, 58-60 t.; Northeast re-
gion, 55-57 t.; South Atlantic regicn,
61-63 t.; South Central region, 64-
66 1.

Wage structure: labor markets and, 24,
109-10; occupational traits and, 40—
41, 153, 155-57

Ware, Norman, 2, 24

Warren, George F., price index, 18

Weeks, Joseph D. (Weeks Report), 7-9, 17,
23,49, 53,161 on. 4, 6

Weir, David, 151, 176-8C nn. 15-17

Weiss, Thomas, 76, 79-80, 93, 98-95, 101,
103, 113, 150, 168 n. 4, 173 n. 20; per
capita income estimates, 2, 23, 14243,
164 n. 35

Welfare. See Poor relief

West Virginia, wage levels in, 15-16

Westward population movement, 1, 26, 28,
98-102, 178 n. 39; during Gold Rush,
119, 122-25, 173 n. 3

White-cellar workers, 5, 21 t., 29 ¢, 43-44;
nominal wages, 4445, 47, 69 t., 74—
75 tt., 137-38, 167 n. 16; real wage
levels, 5051, 731, 1051t. 5.4, 109 t.,
155-57

Wholesale prices, 50, 14445

Wilentz, Sean, 2, 24, 148

Williamson, Jeffrey G., 3, 8, 11, 17, 41, 76,
89, 109, 150, 157, 163 n. 30, 16364 n.
31,1700, 19, 172 1. 10; on farm-
nonfarmn wage gap, 18-19, 81-82, 81,
97,169 n. 12, 170 n. 26, 170-71 n. 27,
171 n. 28; nominal wage index, 18-22,
48-49; on prices, 19-24, 179 1. 6

wright, Carroll, 8, 17, 81, 180 n. 19

wright, Deris Marion, 123, 134, 139,
173n. 3,178 n. 39

wright, Gavin, 97, 108, 155, 174 n. 8

Zabler, Jeffrey F., wage series, 10, 11, 18,
162 n. 16



consistent with simple models of labor supply
and demand. However, antebellum development
did produce a widening differential in wages
between white-collar labor and other occupa-
tions, and a persistent gap in wages of common
labor emerged between the South and the
North.

Wages and Labor Markets in the United States,
1820-1860 makes a significant contribution to
economic history by presenting a vast amount of
previously unexamined data to advance the
understanding of the history of wages and labor
markets in the antebellum economy.

RoBERT A. MagGo is professor of economics at
Vanderbilt Unjversity and a research associate of
the National Bureau of Economic Research.

NBER Series on Long-term Factors in
Economic Development

Jacket phoiograph: “Occupational portrait of unidentified
man with mallet and chisel,” reproduced from the Collections.
ol the Library of Congress

For information on books of related interest or
for a catalog of new publications, please write:

Marketing Department

The University of Chicago Press
5801 South Ellis Avenue
Chicago. Illinots 60637

US.A.

www.press.achicago.edu

Printed in the US.A.



*“Based upon the preparation and analysis ol an cxceplionally informative data
sct. Robert Margo has added considerably to our knowledge of cconomic and
social change in the United States in the decades before the Civil War. On the
hasis ol new cstimates of wages and prices in numerous locations. he has been
able 1o examine such important qucstions as trends and cycles in living standards,
regional variations in real wages. and geographic and industrial patterns of
changes in employmeni and income. This is an important ook for all historians.
economic and otherwise. concerned with what happened in antebellum America.”

Stanley Engerman, University of Rochester

“Professor Margo has produced a major contribution to our understanding of
American economic development. In parlicular, he has gone a long way toward
providing the empirical base for an accurate timetable of the cvolution of a
national labor market in the antebellum decades.”

Lance Davis, California Institute of Technology

“In Wages and Labor Markets in the United States, 1820-r860. Robert Margo pro-
vides nothing less than a complete revision of our undersianding of the perform-
ance of labor markets in America over the lirst half of the nineteenth century.
Cleverly exploiting long overlooked archival evidence. he illuminates as never
hefore an era ol rapid population redistribution. nascent industrialization, and
epochal shocks to the economy such as immigration and the California Gold
Rush. This book blends new data with new interpretations Lo provide (he best
view we are likely ever to gel of the workings of a marketl which, though crucial to
U.S. economic development. had vel 1o receive the systematic, insightful analysis it
deserved and has now received in Margo’s pathhreaking work.”

Joseph P Ferric, author of Yankeys Now: hninigrants in the
Antebellum U S, 1840-1860

The University of Chicago Press

ISBN 0-226-50507-3

I i
505

o077

0

91780226




