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Relation of the Directors to the
Work and Publications of the 
National Bureau of Economic Research

1. The object of the NBER is to ascertain and present to the economics profession, and to
the public more generally, important economic facts and their interpretation in a scientific
manner without policy recommendations. The Board of Directors is charged with the respon-
sibility of ensuring that the work of the NBER is carried on in strict conformity with this ob-
ject.
2. The President shall establish an internal review process to ensure that book manuscripts

proposed for publication DO NOT contain policy recommendations. This shall apply both to
the proceedings of conferences and to manuscripts by a single author or by one or more co-
authors but shall not apply to authors of comments at NBER conferences who are not NBER
affiliates.
3. No book manuscript reporting research shall be published by the NBER until the Presi-

dent has sent to each member of the Board a notice that a manuscript is recommended for pub-
lication and that in the President’s opinion it is suitable for publication in accordance with the
above principles of the NBER. Such notification will include a table of contents and an ab-
stract or summary of the manuscript’s content, a list of contributors if applicable, and a re-
sponse form for use by Directors who desire a copy of the manuscript for review. Each manu-
script shall contain a summary drawing attention to the nature and treatment of the problem
studied and the main conclusions reached.
4. No volume shall be published until forty-five days have elapsed from the above notifica-

tion of intention to publish it. During this period a copy shall be sent to any Director request-
ing it, and if any Director objects to publication on the grounds that the manuscript contains
policy recommendations, the objection will be presented to the author(s) or editor(s). In case
of dispute, all members of the Board shall be notified, and the President shall appoint an ad
hoc committee of the Board to decide the matter; thirty days additional shall be granted for
this purpose.
5. The President shall present annually to the Board a report describing the internal manu-

script review process, any objections made by Directors before publication or by anyone after
publication, any disputes about such matters, and how they were handled. 
6. Publications of the NBER issued for informational purposes concerning the work of the

Bureau, or issued to inform the public of the activities at the Bureau, including but not limited
to the NBER Digest and Reporter, shall be consistent with the object stated in paragraph 1.
They shall contain a specific disclaimer noting that they have not passed through the review
procedures required in this resolution. The Executive Committee of the Board is charged with
the review of all such publications from time to time.
7. NBER working papers and manuscripts distributed on the Bureau’s web site are not

deemed to be publications for the purpose of this resolution, but they shall be consistent with
the object stated in paragraph 1. Working papers shall contain a specific disclaimer noting that
they have not passed through the review procedures required in this resolution. The NBER’s
web site shall contain a similar disclaimer. The President shall establish an internal review pro-
cess to ensure that the working papers and the web site do not contain policy recommenda-
tions, and shall report annually to the Board on this process and any concerns raised in con-
nection with it.
8. Unless otherwise determined by the Board or exempted by the terms of paragraphs 6 and

7, a copy of this resolution shall be printed in each NBER publication as described in para-
graph 2 above. 
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This volume contains revised versions of most of the papers presented at the
Conference on Research in Income and Wealth entitled “Hard-to-Measure
Goods and Services: Essays in Memory of Zvi Griliches,” held in Bethesda,
Maryland, on September 19–20, 2003. It also contains some material not
presented at that conference.
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plied by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the Census Bureau, the Federal Reserve Board, Statistics of Income/IRS,
and Statistics Canada. For this conference, additional financial support was
provided by the National Science Foundation under grant SES-0322213. We
are indebted to these organizations for their support.

We thank Ernst Berndt and Charles Hulten, who served as conference
organizers and editors of the volume. We also thank the NBER staff and
University of Chicago Press editors for their assistance in organizing the
conference and editing the volume.

Executive Committee, October 2006
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The Bethesda, Maryland, conference on September 19–20, 2003, took place
during Hurricane Isabel, one of the worse storms to hit the area in modern
times. Travel plans were severely disrupted, and a number of participants
were forced to cancel their attendance, though many did manage to attend
and others participated by teleconference link. The perseverance of these
participants is an additional tribute to the memory of Zvi Griliches, over
and above the offerings in this volume. Conference planning and logistics
were also greatly affected by the hurricane, but were executed superbly by
Carl Beck, Lita Kimble, Brett Maranjian, and Rob Shannon in the Confer-
ence Department at the National Bureau of Economic Research. We grate-
fully acknowledge the professionalism and grace with which they organized
conference details in the face of this unexpected and highly disruptive event.

We also note with great sadness the passing of Robert McGuckin, who
died on March 12, 2006, of cancer. He made important contributions to the
cause of economic measurement, and he will be missed, both as a friend and
a researcher.

Last, and not least, we would like to acknowledge that this CRIW-NBER
Conference was supported in part by the National Science Foundation
grant SES-0333313. We thank Dan Newlon of the National Science Foun-
dation for that support.
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